
 

 

 

 

               
 

 

 

 
 

 

The weather recently has been more like April than August with torrential rain followed by 
bright sunny periods!  You need to take an umbrella with you all the time, but the plants love 
it and are growing like mad! 
August is a quiet month for Inner Wheel but a busy time for our family. As well as school 
holidays, we got married in August, as did our daughter and son. It's also our daughter's 
birthday and two of our grandchildren were born in August, so an expensive month!  We had 
our two grandsons to stay for a week in the holiday which is always fun but exhausting.  This 
year we took them to the climbing wall at Northleach and to Gifford's Circus - brilliant! 
As we had our grandsons to stay, I couldn't go to the Stroud Coffee Morning and Interclub on 
14th but we were well represented and Nic has written a report for Chit Chat. 
Cynthia had a second new knee on 19th and is now at home.  Sylvia and Alec are in Stratton 
for 2 weeks respite care until 29th.  Sylvia is intending to come to our Afternoon Tea on 28th. 
Alan W. and Graham B. have been in hospital but are now at home.  We send them all our 
love and best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
I look forward to welcoming you to my house for Afternoon Tea on Wednesday, 28th August, 
2.30 - 4.30pm.  Let's hope we have good weather so we can spill into the garden!  Do bring 
friends along! 
Our new year starts officially at our Business Meeting on Wednesday, 25th September at the 
RAU. 
Enjoy the Bank Holiday sunshine and hope to see you soon! 
Yours in Inner Wheel friendship                                                  President Judy x 
 

AFTERNOON TEA AT PRESIDENT JUDY'S HOUSE ON WEDNESDAY,  
28th AUGUST 2.30PM - 4.30PM 
As last year, I will host an Afternoon Tea at my house on Wednesday, 28th August. There will 
be no agenda. Just a chance to sit and chat, drink tea and eat cake! Let's hope we are as lucky 
with the weather as we were last year! Please let me know if you intend to join us so I know 
how many chairs to get out! You are very welcome to bring friends and prospective members. 
Thank you! 

 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING - DOWN AMPNEY VILLAGE HALL,  
THURSDAY,19TH SEPTEMBER, 9.30-12NOON 
As in previous years, Beryl and 2 of her daughters are organising a Macmillan Coffee Morning 
at Down Ampney Village Hall.  There will be coffee and cake, a raffle and some stalls.  
All welcome! 

 President Judy 
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BUSINESS MEETING - WEDNESDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER AT RAU 
Our first formal meeting of the year will be our Business Meeting at the RAU on Wednesday, 
25th September. Unfortunately, District Chairman Jane Peak is unable to join us but will be 
coming to our next Business Meeting in February. For some light relief after the reports, I 
would like all members to bring an item they treasure and share its history. Preferably not a 
photo this time. Thank you! 
 
 
BOTTLE TOPS, STAMPS ETC. 
Please could you all continue to collect Stamps, bottle tops etc. for me. 
 
Bottle Tops: 
I usually collect these for Inner Wheel, but now a School in Swindon is collecting them so they 
can buy some equipment, so until the end of September I am collecting them for the School. 
If you could bring them to the September meeting that would be great, I will then go back to 
collecting them for Gloucester Inner Wheel. 
 
Bras: 
We are collecting these for Bras for Africa within Inner Wheel. It is an International Charity, 
but I will be storing them for Audrey as she does not have the space. 
 
Glasses and Glasses Cases: 
Although these are not collected by IW anymore, I am happy to collect them and drop them 
off at Spec Savers or Asda. 
 
Stamps: 
Please keep collecting your stamps and I will send them to Support Dogs, who provide dogs 
for Children with Autism and Epilepsy.  
 
Books and Videos: 
As usual I will be bringing the Books and Videos to the meetings, please remember to have a 
look and if you would like to borrow a video not in the case, let me know and I will get it to 
you. 
Thanks 

Nic 
Vice President 

 
QUOTE OF THE DAY: 
 
The Queen doesn’t go to the gym and she doesn’t run and she’s 93 and she’s all right. 
 
Jeremy Clarkson   the broadcaster on why he shuns exercise. 
 
 



RELAY FOR LIFE 
 
Chris and our team the Two-Legged Warriors, completed the Relay for Life on the weekend 
of 27th-28th July, with 12 other teams. The theme was the World and we were an airport with 
different nationalities. 
 
Although the Saturday morning started out wet, it soon cleared up and was a lovely weekend 
for walking, not too hot and not wet like last year.  I personally walked 30 thousand steps on 
the Saturday and 29 thousand on the Sunday, it would have been great to know how many 
steps were walked overall. 
 
There were not as many teams as last year, but they still hope to raise £50, 000.  It was a great 
weekend of laughs and companionship (very like an IW event). 
 
Please could you bring any of the 20p tubes you have back to the September meeting, it does 
not matter if they are not full as we must have all the Fundraising money in by the end of 
September. 
 
Thank you all as usual for your support.     Nic – Vice-President 
 

 
 
 
ROXIE’S PAWLY PALS 
 
As some of you are aware, I am the Treasurer of a small Cirencester Charity called Roxie’s 
Pawly Pals. 
This charity helps anyone within a 10 Mile Radius of Cirencester with their vet bills, if they 
cannot afford them. 
This year to raise money we are having a raffle, mostly made up of various Hampers. 
I am making up a Hamper of smellies, so if any of you have, any soaps, bubble baths etc. that 
you do not want, please may I have them for the Hamper. 
 
Thanks,        Nic, Vice-President 



 
STROUD COFFEE MORNING 
 
On Wednesday 14th August, 5 of us met up outside Audrey’s to go to Stroud’s Coffee Morning.  
Although the weather wasn’t great, it was a good trip and we arrived in plenty of time.  They 
told me 72 Inner Wheel members and Friends were attending.  It was lovely to see so many 
familiar faces and talk to different friends.  We found a table and had tea and coffee, with 
lovely homemade cakes. 
 
At 11am, Carol started the formal part of the meeting, by introducing the 5 Members of 
Stroud Club who are taking turns to be President this year.  She also introduced Phyllis 
Charter, who spoke to us about her busy schedule travelling all over the world and showed us 
the beautiful official chain that can only be worn in GB&I. After the meeting she was being 
collected by her husband to go to Heathrow and fly to India, her husband must bring the chain 
back and put it in the safe, a cheaper version goes with her. In the next 6 months she is 
covering, India, America, Germany, Bulgaria, Spain, Turkey and many other places. 
 
Phyllis lit the Friendship candle and Carol introduced Jane Peak who said a few words. 
 
Jane Tiley, then introduced her niece who was the speaker for the meeting. 
 
Sallie – was an excellent speaker and she told us about how she has swum the channel twice 
and that she is going to do it again. 
 
Sallie used to swim when she was young, but had not swum much, until about 10 years ago, 
she got interested in open water swimming at the Cerney Lakes and swims there most days 
even in the winter breaking the ice to get in.  She heard that relay teams swam the channel 
and that you didn’t always have to do it solo. After some investigating, she found a team who 
needed a 6th member and she joined them in 2018. After lots of training in Bournemouth they 
were ready to go. Sallie was swimmer number 4. 
 
There are lots of rules in Channel Swimming: 
 

1. Only a swimsuit. 

2. One hat. 

3. Nothing below the Groin area. 

4. You each swim for one hour at a time and if you do not complete the hour, it is over. 

5. You cannot touch the other swimmers in the sea. 

6. You must swim in the correct order, and no-one can drop out or you are disqualified. 

7. You cannot touch the boat until it is your turn to come out. 

8. If you have drift too close to Calais, you are disqualified, and some teams have had to 

stop yards from the beach. 

 



Sallie’s team set off and the first five went fine, then when number six came to swim, disaster 
struck - at 56 minutes into his swim, they thought he was drowning so got him out of the 
water and had him airlifted to hospital, where they found he had had a panic attack.  The 
Swim had to be aborted. 
 
On getting back to land, Sallie set about finding another team and found one that was going 
out later in the year and joined them. This was also a 6-person team and Sallie was 6th. This 
time it all went to plan and if the skipper allows and the sea is calm enough, the team can 
sometimes all complete the event together if the other members stay behind the final 
swimmer. Sallie’s team could do this, so they completed the swim together.  
 
Sallie was delighted to have completed this challenge and was then asked to join a 4-person 
team for 2019 and in June was in the first team of the season to swim the channel in 2019. 
The season runs from June to the end of September.  Sallie has also swum in the around Jersey 
relay and would like to go on and do this 40-mile swim solo.  Her next challenge is next year 
when she is swimming the channel in a 2-person team. 
 
She was an inspiring speaker and is 64 years old, she says she didn’t want to sit around, and 
you can do anything you set your mind to. 
 
At 12pm, it was time to leave and the vote of thanks was given for a lovely event. 
 

 
 
Nic 
Vice- President 
 

 

CLUB DATES FOR 2019: 
 

• Wednesday, 28th August - Afternoon Tea at President Judy's house 

• Tuesday, 3rd September - Club Committee meeting - Liz T's house 

• Wednesday, 11th September - Rotary Guest Night 

• Thursday, 19th September - Macmillan Coffee Morning, Down Ampney Village Hall 

• Wednesday, 25th September - Business meeting at RAU. Please bring something you 

treasure to share with the other members. 

 



DISTRICT DATES FOR 2019 
 

• Monday, 28th October - District International Rally at Peopleton, 11.30 for 12  

• Monday, 18th November - District Meeting at Farmer's Club (12 for 12.30pm) 

 

 

             
***HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE MEMBERS WITH BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER*** 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

For any comments, contributions or requests please contact me, 
gaillepetrie@hotmail.com or telephone 01285 706280 

 

Please note the final date for contributions to the 
 September Chit Chat is  

Friday 20th September 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

mailto:gaillepetrie@hotmail.com

