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Judy’s Jottings 

What a week it has been for Cirencester!  All the amazing Services of Remembrance, culminating in 
the giant human poppy in the Market Square.  Brilliant!  We've put the clocks back and I've been dodging 
the showers, trying to get the garden ready for winter.  Soon it will be time to think about Christmas!    

Since our October Chit Chat, we have been guests of the Soroptimists.  It was a lovely evening and 
President Judy Wood's daughter, Lisa, who spoke brilliantly about her hilarious experiences of taking part in 
her first London Marathon.  Also, in October, Nic and I went to the International Rally at Peopleton Village 
Hall near Pershore and I joined eleven others for the 5th Wednesday meal at the Corinium on 31st.  Both 
very pleasant occasions. 

November is one of our busiest months.  We presented the Community Award Certificate to the 
Rajdoot on the 6th.  Many thanks to Chris T for the lovely certificate.  Then it was the Charities Fayre on the 
12th.  Many thanks to everyone who donated things and/or helped on the day.  Again, special thanks to Chris 
T for making paper hedgehogs and wooden snowmen.  I am delighted with the amount we made for the 
Butterfly Garden, but we did not have that many cakes etc so much of the money we raised came from the 
sale of the toys I provided.  It was quite hard to fill all the hourly slots and I am most grateful to Beryl for 
being with me all day apart from an expensive visit to the dentist.  Thank you, Beryl! 

Nic and I went to Gloucester Interclub on 13th.  We also have the Rotary Quiz on 16th and the District 
Meeting on 19th.  I am looking forward to our Christmas Party on 28th with the Soup Kitchen the following 
day on the 29th.  In December we have Chipping Sodbury Interclub on 3rd, Dursley Starter Party on 5th and 
our Club Coffee Morning at my house on 11th.  I must make sure my Christmas decorations are up by then! 

Sadly, Chris Wells has decided to resign as Interclub Secretary and I would like to thank her for doing 
the role for several years. Nic has kindly offered to take over as Interclub Secretary as well as International. 
Thank you, Nic!  Chris is happy to continue as Health and Safety and Protection Officer.  

I have visited Ruth in Cirencester Hospital and was delighted that she recognised me and 
remembered coming to my house for Afternoon Tea.  She looked better than she did in August but is still 
very frail.  Mary Sheppard has had the screws removed from her ankle and will hopefully be pain-free very 
soon.  We send Ruth and Mary our love and best wishes. 

Finally, two bits of good news!  Karen and Stephen have moved into their brand-new house and Nic 
found out that she has been offered the job she likes most and will start in January! Brilliant news, Nic! 
Congratulations! 

I hope to see you at our Christmas Party at the RAU on 28th November and /or at the Coffee 
Morning at my house on Tuesday, 11th December. 
Keep warm and dry!      

 Yours in Inner Wheel friendship,       Judy x 
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THE CHARITIES FAYRE, MONDAY 12TH NOVEMBER IN THE CORN HALL.   
Judy, Rob and I arrived at 8.30am to set up the tables.  Judy was very organised, and it was not long until we 
had a very professional looking stall.  It comprised of many toys (donated by Judy) home baking, jams, 
chutneys and marmalade, also handmade items.   A very big thank you to all who helped on the day: Liz A, 
Jean, Nic and Karen.  Apologies if I missed anyone out.  Also, to you lovely people who donated all the goodies 
to sell. 
We raised a good sum for the Butterfly Garden.  A special thank you to Judy for all her hard work in making 
it such a great success.          
 Beryl 
 
GLOUCESTER INTERCLUB - TUESDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER 
Nic and I travelled together to Gloucester's Interclub at Brickhampton Golf Complex and were tempted to 
wait on Birdlip Hill to see the BBC Children in Need Rickshaw Challenge!  The Golf Complex is a beautiful 
setting, but parking was very difficult as so many golfers were making the most of some decent weather! We 
were greeted by President Jean Toy and then District Chairman Gill Scott lit the candle of friendship. With 
Remembrance Sunday, only a couple of days before, Gill read a very moving tribute to the work done by 
women in both World Wars. 
After a delicious lunch of poached salmon and berry pavlova, our speaker was Roger Head, OBE, Deputy 
Lieutenant of Gloucestershire. Roger now lives in Highnam Court. He told us about its history, especially in the 
Civil War, and how it was totally derelict and threatened with demolition when he purchased it in 1995. After 
battles with English Heritage and support from Tewkesbury Council, he has completely renovated the house 
and garden to its former glory. Roger uses Highnam to raise money for charity, especially the Pied Piper Charity 
which helps sick children in the area and supports Gloucester Hospital. 



 

 

The grounds are opened to the public once a month and part of the National Garden Scheme. Perhaps we can 
arrange a visit next year?                 President Judy 
DINNER WITH THE SOROPTIMISTS 

On Wednesday 17th October, the Soroptimists invited members of Inner Wheel to join them for dinner in 

the RAU. Many members of Inner Wheel took up the invitation and were treated to a very enjoyable evening. 

It happened to be Judy Wood, the Soroptimist President’s birthday, and her fellow Soroptimists took the 

opportunity to wish her a Happy Birthday by presenting her with a beautiful cake. It had a huge lit sparkler 

in the middle, and we were all very relieved that it did not set fire to the girl who carried the cake in!  More 

candles were then lit to remember other Soroptimists around the world. 

After a delicious meal, and a bit of birthday cake! – we settled down to an extremely interesting and hilarious 

talk by Judy’s daughter Lisa, who spoke about her participation in the London Marathon. She was a real 

inspiration, showing that anyone can do anything they put their mind to. 

The meeting of new people, and the fellowship of both groups coming together, resulted in a superb evening 

for everyone.            Karen 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF A COMMUNITY AWARD TO THE RAJDOOT 
President Judy and Liz T were very pleased to present The Rajdoot with a Community Award at the beginning 
of November. For many years, the Indian restaurant has hosted charity evenings for Inner Wheel providing 
a three-course meal and then very generously donating money towards our specific International Charities. 



 

 

All the staff are very friendly and courteous and were very happy to receive the award which will be displayed 
near the entrance to the restaurant.  
 
 INTERNATIONAL SERVICE RALLY 

This month Judy and I went to the International Rally on the 29th.  It was a lovely day and I drove to Judy’s 
and Judy then drove us to Pershore.  The journey was lovely, the trees were beautiful in their Autumn 
colours. 

The event was held in a different order to normal, with the speaker coming before lunch. The speaker was 
Anne Angood and she spoke about the Toilet Block for Sri Lankan Schools project which is the District 10 
International Charity for this year. 

Anne has spent time living in Sri Lanka and she brought some interesting items for us to see.  A hat that is 
used by the farmers to protect themselves from the sun and a couple of beautiful saris.  Anne Explained that 
Sri Lanka is about the size of England. 

The District is hoping to raise £1500 with the Pershore Rotary. This should be enough for one toilet block, 
depending on the current Rate of Exchange.   After her talk we had a lovely lunch of Quiche, Jacket Potatoes 

and Salad, followed by some delicious puddings.                         Nic – International Service Organiser. 

   
BITS AND PIECES! 
 

• VIDEO TAPES WANTED! 
The students at the Butterfly Garden are running out of video tapes to dismantle for recycling! Do you have 
any or do you know someone who has? Please bring them to our meetings and President Judy will store 
them until we have a bag full to take to them. Thank you! 
 

• RAFFLE PRIZES FOR SOUP KITCHEN - THURSDAY, 27TH NOVEMBER 
Please let a member of the committee have any raffle prizes you could donate to the Soup Kitchen. Proceeds 
to Cirencester Food Bank. Thank you! 
 
 

 

NEWS 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
MEMBERS WITH BIRTHDAYS 

AND SPECIAL EVENTS COMING 
SOON 

 



 

 

COFFEE MORNING AT PRESIDENT JUDY'S HOUSE 
TUESDAY, 11TH DECEMBER (10AM - 12 NOON) 
 
I do hope you will be able to join me for an informal Coffee Morning at my house on Tuesday, 11th December. 
A chance to chat and to catch up with no agenda or formal business!  I will provide the coffee and cakes, but 
I would be grateful if you could let me know if you are coming, so I can get enough chairs and cups out!  I 
must make sure my Christmas decorations are up by then! 
                                                                                                                                                  President Judy 

 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
 
NOVEMBER: 
 
Wednesday, 28th - Club Christmas Dinner and Party at RAU with Santa and Pantomime! 

**Secret Santa**     Don't forget to bring a gift for our Secret Santa at our Christmas Party on Wednesday,  
28th November. Gifts will be distributed by Santa who has been invited to join us if he 
is not too busy! Value of gift - up to £3. 

 
Thursday, 29th -     Soup Kitchen at Down Ampney Village Hall, 12 noon - 2pm, proceeds to 

                           Cirencester Food bank.  
 

DECEMBER: 
 

Tuesday, 11th December -        Coffee Morning at President Judy's (10am - 12 noon) 

Wednesday, 12th December -  Rotary Christmas Meal (Black tie) 

Wednesday, 19th December -  Rotary Carol Service at Kemble Church 

 
JANUARY 2019: 

 

Tuesday, 8th January -  Club Committee meeting at President Judy's 

Wednesday, 9th January -  Rotary Guest Night with Yeoman of the Guard as speaker 

Friday, 11th January -  Inner Wheel Day 

Wednesday, 23rd January - Joint meeting with Rotary at RAU.   

Speaker Barbara Cooper talking about her time in the RAF. 

Wednesday, 30th January -  Fifth Wednesday meal at Corinium?  (to be confirmed!) 

 

DISTRICT MEETINGS, INTERCLUBS ETC. 
 

Monday, 3rd December - Chipping Sodbury Interclub, Town Hall, Chipping Sodbury 

Wednesday, 6th December - Dursley Starter Party, Nibley House 

 

 



 

 

INTERCLUB DATES FOR NEXT YEAR (2019) 
 
Malvern Interclub – Wednesday 13th March 2019 

Cirencester Interclub – Tuesday 30th April 2019 – RAU 
Clevedon Interclub – Tuesday 7th May 2019 – St Andrew’s Church Centre 
Pershore Interclub – Tuesday 21st May 2019 
 
More details will be announced later. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For any comments, contributions or requests please contact me, 
gaillepetrie@hotmail.com or telephone 01285 706280 

Here’s hoping Santa brings just what you want.   
May you have the merriest Christmas and the happiest New Year yet!     Editor  

mailto:gaillepetrie@hotmail.com

