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What a roller-coaster of a month December is turning out to be for myself and my family! My 
husband, Robin, is very ill, but he is home for Christmas, so that is a relief. 
 
Let’s start with the good news! The Christmas Party on 27th was a lovely occasion. Audrey 
and her team of thespians acted out fairy stories with a twist and they were absolutely 
hilarious. Thank you all! Santa came to see us and brought gifts! We had jokes, singing and a 
reverse raffle and everyone had a good time. 
 
Our Soup Kitchen the next day on the 28th was an excellent team effort, brilliantly co-
ordinated by Liz Armitage. Thank you, Liz! Guests enjoyed 2 bowls of delicious home-made 
soup, bread, cheese and biscuits etc. All at the bargain price of £6! We had a raffle with 
fantastic prizes and sales table selling Christmas items and things for Longfield. Elaine gave a 
very interesting talk which gave us an insight into Longfield and her involvement with it. We 
raised a staggering amount of money for Longfield Day Hospice and I am particularly thrilled 
as Rob and I have had and continue to have, lots of support from them. I’m not sure when 
we will present the cheque to Elaine, but I know she is delighted with the amount we raised. 
 
Things have gone seriously downhill for me since then. Rob was admitted to Cheltenham 
Hospital via A&E on 2nd December after Jean Beryl and I had been to Chipping Sodbury 
Interclub. As well as Parkinson’s and curvature of the spine and chronic back pain from a 
cycling accident in 2014, Rob has now been diagnosed with bowel cancer! He spent over 2 
weeks in hospital and is very poorly and very weak. He came home on the 18th but with a 
hospital bed downstairs, a wheelchair and carers. He is to have surgery on 3rd January, as long 
as the anaesthetist thinks he is fit enough. It is good to have him home, but it will be a very 
different Christmas! It doesn’t feel like Christmas and I have cancelled lots of things. I have 
not felt like celebrating and I have spent big chunks of each day in Cheltenham hospital.  

 

   CHIT CHAT 
        News of the Inner Wheel Club of Cirencester 
 

  DECEMBER  2019 

JUDY’S JOTTINGS 



 

 

I did not go to the Rotary Christmas Party, Cynthia’s Coffee Morning, or the Rotary Carol 
Service. I am very grateful to Liz T and Nic who have taken over my “duties” and have told 
me not to worry about Inner Wheel. Thank you both! Liz T said you all had a lovely time at 
Cynthia’s and Anne L said that Cynthia and Alan’s cottage looks amazing with all the 
Christmas decorations. Good enough to feature on a Christmas card she said! Sorry I had to 
miss it, but thank you for hosting it, Cynthia! 
 
Rob’s surgery on 3rd will save his life but there are lots of things that could go wrong and 
everything is complicated by his Parkinson’s. They have warned us that he is most likely to 
spend some time in intensive care and they have already booked it for him! We are trying to 
keep positive but there are no guarantees. However, we both feel it is worth taking the risk 
as he said his life wasn’t worth living before he went into hospital. In the last year he had to 
give up running and in the last month he has given up cycling and has only been able to do 
essential walking without being exhausted. We don’t think he’ll be running marathons again, 
but we do hope that he will get back some quality of life. 
 
We are most grateful for the support we have had from our family and friends. Thank you for 
your cards, flowers and good wishes. After Christmas, I’m sure Rob would appreciate short 
visits and I would be delighted to see you. Please ring first. Have a very Happy Christmas and 

a healthy 2020! With love to you all from President Judy xx 
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INNER WHEEL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
Our Christmas dinner at the RAU was a lovely evening, full of chatter and laughter, with a 
number of our members there. Crackers, candles, funny hats, pretty Santa napkin holders 
were all part of the fun. President Judy had a most thoughtful and full programme for us all 
too. We opened the crackers, and round the table, read out all the jokes – some of which 
caused laughter, others just groans!! 
 
Then it was time for our annual visit from Father Christmas, giving out early Christmas 
presents to all those there. Sadly, he was alone this year, as his helper was not “elf-y” this 
year. 
 
After our delicious dinner, we were treated to the entertainment. Produced and directed by 
Audrey and acted in costume by four of our members, the Roald Dahl poems were wonderful 
and so enjoyed by everyone there. Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three Little Pigs were 
authentically created by them all, particularly the twist in the tail of each story!!  Many, many 
thanks to Audrey, and Nic, Beryl, Maria and Karen, you brought the house down!!  Can we 
please have a repeat next year? 
 
After this came the fiendish quiz by Nic – who said it was not difficult! We sang the carols, 
and then had a most amusing “reverse raffle”.  
 
Finally it was time to wish everyone Happy Christmas and Festive greetings and I’m sure you 
would all wish to thank our President Judy for such an entertaining evening, not to mention 
how much hard work she puts into everything for Inner Wheel this year. 

Rosemary Waring  
 
 
 
RECIPE FOR A SUCCESSFUL SOUP KITCHEN - COURTESY OF LIZ ARMITAGE 

 
Ingredients: 
Cheese and Biscuits, Raffle, Bacon, 8 x Soup Makers, Grapes, Lots of Chatter, Ditto Laughter, 
Lentils, 3 Rotary Waiters (Chris, Peter and Stephen), Butter, Tables, Carrots, Seasoning, 
Courgettes, Elaine Harris’s Excellent Informative talk about Longfield, Celery, 1 x Inner Wheel 
Waitress (Maria), Onions, Tomatoes, Aprons, Mushrooms, 5 x Kitchen Staff, Broccoli, Tea 
towels, Red Peppers, Silent Auction, Leeks, Potatoes, Longfield Stall, French Bread, Satsumas, 
Cream Cheese, Chairs  and final ingredient – 80 guests. 
 
Method 
Mix all of the above together, in no particular order, for approximately 2 hours and end result 
will be £880.00 raised for Longfield – Brilliant.     

  Julia 



 

 

 

THE SOUP KITCHEN TEAM 
     

 
DURSLEY STARTER PARTY 
 
 
On Wednesday 4th December, I picked Chris up and we set off for Dursley. It was a nice, but 
foggy evening. The fog was patchy from Cirencester and through to Tetbury, but then cleared 
up for most of the rest of the journey. We arrived early, but we were let in and had our free 
drink. There were three rooms. 
 
The drinks were in the end room, the raffle and a nice fire in the middle room and a room 
with chairs and tables and a big fire. The room with the big fire was full of Rotary when we 
arrived, and Gloucester Inner Wheel went in and got a table. We sat in two very comfortable 
chairs beside the fire in the middle room. These are the chairs we sat in last time and gave us 
a chance to catch-up. It turned out to be a good place to sit as everyone came past to speak 
to us and the nibbles came our way first.  
 
The nibbles if that is not an understatement were delicious and there were plenty of them. 
Any left at the end of the evening were going to Charity. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROTARY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
Last night I went to the Rotary Christmas Party, which was a lovely excuse to dress up. 
The ladies looked beautiful in their dresses and the men dapper in their evening suits. 
When we arrived the entertainment was playing, they were a duo called “Ant Misbehavin” 
and the lady could play several instruments including the Saxophone and Clarinet as well as 
singing. 
We all mingled for a while until Mark called the evening to order, we said grace and then had 
a lovely meal. The choice was Turkey, Salmon or Mushroom. I had the Mushroom with olives 
and brie, which was amazing, three of my favourite things on one plate, what more could you 
want. All the meals were served with Carrots, Sprouts, Parsnips and Roast Potatoes. We also 
had a free drink on arrival. The dessert was Christmas Pudding with Vanilla Custard. 
After the meal, Mark inducted a new member to Rotary, who will now be referred to a Young 
Alan as Alan Willis and Alan Welsford are the Old and Middle Alan’s, the three Alan’s had 
their photo taken by Chris. We also had the loyal toast. 
 
The music then started again, and they played music for couples and a selection that 
everyone could dance to, which was fun. The entertainment was very good. Just after 10, 
Mark rang the bell again to do the raffle and these were won by Young Alan and Peter 
Armitage. There was then a toast to Susan Bishop, who is in hospital. The music then started 
again, and I left as it was getting late. Thank you to all at Rotary, I had a great time. Nic 

Gill Davies made some beautiful flower table 
decorations, some with real flowers and some 
artificial, I bought the one in the photo. The greenery 
will last until Christmas and I will just have to replace 
the roses and carnations.  
The raffle was two big hampers and some wine and 
a couple of other prizes, we did not win anything. 
The entertainment was a choir singing Carols and 
they were very good. 
The evening ended at 10pm and we headed home, 
the fog had come down some more, but we still 
made good time and I was home just past 11pm. 
It was a very pleasant way to spend an evening. 
 

NIC 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
INNER WHEEL COFFEE MORNING TUESDAY 17TH DECEMBER 
 
What a lovely way to spend two hours just before Christmas at the home of Alan and 
Cynthia’s. The house looked very festive as did the garden and we even had a visit from Phillip 
the pheasant!  
 
Ten Inner Wheel ladies, eight Rotarians, past Inner Wheel members Judy and Nicci as well as 
Rotary wives Sue Dennis and Doreen Newman enjoyed a glass of mulled wine or tea or coffee 
together with delicious mince pies, cake and homemade biscuits. It was lovely to have a good 
chat with good friends and hear all about their plans for Christmas with the usual question 
“What do we buy for the Grandsons as the Grand daughters are so much easier to buy for?” 
It was such a shame that both President Judy and VP Nic were unable to join us, but they 
were there with us in mind if not in body.  
 
A big thank you to Alan and Cynthia for hosting the coffee morning and please may we do it 
all again next year?                                                                                

 Liz Tovey 
 



 

 

  

  
 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 
Where on earth have I put The Christmas Decorations? 
I’m sure I had enough last year to light up the entire nation. 
  
Did I put them in the Loft? I really can’t remember,  
But the family are getting frantic cos we’re already in December. 
 
We’ve only got a few weeks to go and time is getting tight. 
Soon the house must be festooned with a thousand twinkling lights. 
 
There’s baubles, bows and tinsel and a bunch of golden bells. 
There’s a reindeer on top of the telly that sings The First Noel.  



 

 

 
I’ve got to get the tree up bedecked with a velvet bow, 
You could land a jumbo jet in my lounge – I’ve got more lights than Heathrow! 
 
Candles flickering on the windowsill, they’ve got batteries so all will be calm, 
I’ve had to abandon the real ones – they kept setting off the fire alarm! 
 
But once I’ve found the decorations the way ahead is clear. 
I have a plan, I know what to do … I’ll just leave them up all year! 
 
David Weatherston, Ryde, Isle of Wight 
 
 
 

EVENTS TAKING PLACE IN THE NEW YEAR - 2020 
 
 
INNER WHEEL DAY AY JENNY BABER’S ON FRIDAY, 10TH JANUARY 2020  
(12 NOON – 2.00PM) 
Once again, Jenny has kindly offered to host our Inner Wheel Day at 11, Corinium Gate. We 
all take food to share and then have a speaker. This time we have arranged for Gerry Watkins 
(and hopefully his wife Mandy) to come to talk to us about the Big Yellow Bus Project and 
how they started it. We will then present Gerry with the cheque for the money we raised for 
them at the Macmillan Coffee Morning on 16th November. Many thanks to Jenny and Graham 
for hosting us! 
 
PUB LUNCH WITH SYLVIA AT GREYHOUND, SIDDINGTON ON TUESDAY,  
20TH JANUARY AT 12.30PM 
Meet up with Sylvia at the Greyhound on 20th January for lunch and a chat. You can have a 
full meal, a sandwich, soup or just a drink. No need to book. Sylvia would love to see you! 
 
JOINT MEETING WITH ROTARY – WEDNESDAY, 22ND JANUARY 
Rotary are hosing our joint meeting this time and the speaker will be the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Royal Agricultural University. 7.00 for 7.30pm. I think we are upstairs in the Ken Russell 
Room!          
 

  CHRISTMAS CARDS AND USED STAMPS! 
Don’t forget to save your Christmas cards and stamps as these can be recycled for charity! 
Jacky Skinner and Yvonne Binks collect the cards and Nic collects the stamps. Please 
remember to cut the stamps out with ¼ of an inch border all round! I am happy to sort the 
stamps into categories for Nic if you let me have them. Thank you!                 President Judy 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
CLUB DATES FOR 2020 
 

• Tuesday, 7th January - Club committee at Liz T’s – 7.30pm 

• Wednesday, 8th January – Rotary Guest Night RAU 7.30pm 

• Friday, 10th January - Inner Wheel day at Jenny Baber’s (12 noon – 2.00pm 

• Tuesday, 21st January - Meet Sylva at Greyhound in Siddington. 12.30pm 

• Wednesday, 22nd January – Joint meeting with Rotary at RAU 

• Wednesday, 29th January – 5th Wednesday! (TBC!) 

 
 
DISTRICT EVENTS/MEETINGS 2020 
 

• Monday. 16th March - District Meeting, Farmers’ Club 12.30pm 

• Wednesday, 22nd April - Fellowship Lunch, Bowden Hall, 1pm 

 
 
INTERCLUBS FOR 2020 
(Will be advised) 

 
For any comments, contributions or requests please contact me, 

gaillepetrie@hotmail.com or telephone 01285 706280 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN JANUARY 
 

President Judy 

Vice-President Nic 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:     

JACKY AND DEREK SKINNER on celebrating 
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 12th 

December 

and 

BERYL on the birth of her little 
granddaughter – Dylan Frances – on 12th 

December! 
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