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LETTER FROM DISTRICT CHAIRMAN, 

GILL SCOTT 
 

 

Hello everyone. I have been asked to write some words as 

your incoming District Chairman, which I am delighted to do. 

I live in Portishead, North Somerset.  I am a 

widow, and have a daughter, Emma, who lives 

with her husband, Andrew, in Weston Super 

Mare. 

I was made redundant in 2013 from my Senior 
Management post in Health and Social Care with 
Bristol City Council, after 36 years' service.  I 
worked with people with learning disabilities for 
many years, and also managed services for older 
people and people with dementia, domiciliary 

care and residential and day services.  
Since leaving work, I have kept very busy with travelling, voluntary work, and, 
of course, being a member of the Inner Wheel Club of Clevedon, which is a 
vibrant and friendly group, and I have been privileged to be their President 
for the past two years.  I have also enjoyed representing members on the 
Executive, learning much along the way! 
I am really looking forward to the year ahead, meeting as many people as I 
can, and getting a real feel for each Club.  People in District 10 work so hard, 
and do so many fantastic things, it will be nice to put names to faces, and 
hear all about what has been going on.  I am committed to working on 
Membership issues and have been a member of the District Membership 
Committee for a while.  I do hope that our great organisation will continue 
to grow and reshape in the years ahead, and I will be promoting Inner Wheel 
wherever I can in my year as District Chairman.  I am also extremely fortunate 
to have Jane Peak as my Vice Chair, and we are already (in the best sense, I 
promise) practising to be effective "partners in crime " !!! 
I look forward so much to meeting you all and working together - so, get the 
kettle on, I think everything is easier to embrace with a good cup of tea !!!!! 

Gill Scott. 
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LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN OF DISTRICT 1 

DEBORAH ROGERS 

 
Dear Members of District 10 
My year as District 1 Chairman begins very 
shortly, and I am looking forward to it with 
trepidation and excitement!  My thoughts 
were that, "in a million years you would 
never have got me to do this", but with a 
few moments of reflection, I have realised 
that Inner Wheel and taking part in all its 
aspects has given me confidence and 
friendship that I would never have thought 
possible.  I believe that taking part in 
committees, getting involved, and seeing 
the wider picture of what Inner Wheel does, helps in every way 
 
I am looking forward to meeting members of District 10 at Leicester and 
Conference in Cardiff next year. 
 
With all best wishes and in Inner Wheel friendship, 

Deborah Rogers 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Increase your Word Power !! 
 

Avoidable - What a bullfighter tries to do. 
Burglarize - What a crook sees with. 
Heroes - What a guy in a canoe does 

Eclipse - What an English barber does for a living. 
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LETTER FROM ROTARY DISTRICT 1100 

GOVERNOR, JOAN GOLDSMITH 
 

Dear District 10 Inner Wheel members, 
 

I am delighted to have been given this 
opportunity to write a short message as I prepare 
to become Rotary District Governor 2018-19.  It 
has been an exciting and interesting journey so 
far and I trust it will continue that way.   
Just a little about myself.  I was born in Northern 
Ireland and lived there until I was 8.  My parents 
and I then came to England as my father's work 
transferred to London.  On finishing school, I 
trained as a teacher and for the first part of my 

career worked in Infant Schools.  As our children grew up, I retrained for 
Adult Education and ended up managing Education and Training of Offenders 
in Gloucestershire Probation Service; it was the best and most rewarding job 
I ever did.  
Marrying David also led me to become involved in Scouting in Suffolk, Devon, 
and Gloucestershire.  You could say it became a family activity as both our 
children also became involved.  In 2000 I was appointed as County 
Commissioner for Scouts in Gloucestershire, a role I held until 2008 and it 
was through a Venture Scout that I had known, that I became a Rotarian - 
but that is another story. 
I have now been a member of Rotary International for nearly 11 years and I 
was a member of Inner Wheel on two occasions.  Unfortunately, I could not 
continue my membership due to work and family commitments as the Club 
I belonged to met in the afternoon.  I still have many Inner Wheel friends, 
two of whom became Rotarians, as well as continuing their Inner Wheel 
membership.  Both have been Presidents of their Inner Wheel and Rotary 
Clubs. 
Rotarians value the work and support that Inner Wheel Clubs give in your 
own right, as well as the support you give to Rotary International. 
I really look forward to meeting you at your District Rally on July 11th and I 
would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Phyllis Charter on her 
election as Vice President of International Inner Wheel. 

In friendship,           Joan 
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LETTER FROM PAST DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 

PAT DAZELEY 

 
How time flies.  As I write, I am almost at the end of my 
year as District Chairman.  I still have Dursley 
Interclub to attend, followed immediately by a trip 
to Scotland for District 1 Summer Rally.  There is 
also the little matter of the zip wire challenge as 
the weather in Bournemouth was too windy. 
 

I set out to enjoy the year and I have done so. 
 

This is in no small part due to the warm welcome I 
received at all my Club visits for business meetings.  It 
has also been great to join Clubs for Interclubs with a great 
variety of speakers, special Anniversaries, a Carol Service and a School Fair.  
You have all made me very welcome, I have had lots of fun and I can 
thoroughly recommend the role to others.  I have also enjoyed representing 
District at the Rallies which took place in Districts 6, 15 and 20 with District 1 
still to come.  I represented District at the Rotary District 1100 Conference in 
Bournemouth and spoke on the Saturday which was great until the whole 
speaker system went down in the middle of my speech!  Never mind, off for 
a cup of coffee and pick up again afterwards. 
 

There have been sad moments when we have lost long-standing members of 
the District, but they will remain in our memories. 
 

Thank you to all the Club Presidents for your work this year and to your 
Secretaries and committees.  Please keep up the good works.  My Executive 
– they have been a great bunch to work with and I am grateful for all the 
support, help and guidance they have given me.  My own Club have been 
very supportive too, accompanying me on visits when I needed company. 
Thank you all for allowing me the privilege of serving as your District 
Chairman this year.  I said at the beginning that I would aim to enjoy the year 
and certainly have done so.  My very best wishes go to Gill as she takes over 
from me.  Have a great year Gill, it will go so very quickly. 

Pat Dazeley 
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Two members of District Executive have just 'retired', having come 
to the end of their term of office.  I am sure you will all join me in 
thanking Pat Maslen and Eileen Hammond for all their hard work 

over the past few years and wish them both well for the future - Ed 
 
 

Outgoing International Service 

Officer 

Pat Maslen 
 
 

In writing to you all, my first words are of sincere 
appreciation to the tremendous team of Club 
International Service Officers who it has been my 
privilege to work with over the last three years 
since returning to District Office.  Your 
enthusiasm for International leadership within 
your club, along with the industry of your 

members in the service of others by way of support for District Charities - 
School In A Bag, 500 Miles, Bridge2Aid - in addition to Clubs' own 
International Charities, coupled with the personal support and friendship I 
have received, are something I will long cherish and remember. 
To President Sarah and our fellow marvellous ladies of Dursley Club, my 
heartfelt thanks for giving me their undivided support in hosting three 
District International Service Rallies and Lunches.  We are seeing lovely new 
members coming into our Dursley Club and I hope we will see this across 
District 10, as they bring new ideas which will be an invaluable contribution 
within Club and District Life in the future of our unique Association.  
I wish Jan, as she returns to District office, every success in her term as 
International Service Officer. 
 
With Best wishes to you all 
Yours in Inner Wheel Friendship  

Pat 

 



6 

 

Outgoing Membership Officer, 

Eileen Hammond 
 

As I come to the end of my second year as 
District Membership Officer, I am pleased to be 
able to report that we have attracted 28 new 
members during this Inner Wheel Year. 
A very warm welcome to all of them, and 
congratulations to those Clubs who have 

successfully recruited them.  Now the challenge is to make sure they feel an 
integral part of your Club, making friends, attending Club meetings, and 
District Meetings.  Let the District Chairman know when a new member is 
attending a District Meeting for the first time, so that she can welcome them 
into the Inner Wheel family.  
And that's what we are - the Inner Wheel Family!  Membership Committee 
members have been visiting Clubs this year, and we have been heartened by 
the warm welcome we have received. 
As I said last year, it is the responsibility of all of us not only to recruit new 
members, but to make sure we keep existing ones.  Some may have had to 
give up coming to Club meetings because they find it difficult to drive in the 
evenings, often on country lanes.  So how about ensuring that a drivers' rota 
can make it easier for them to ask for a lift, without feeling a burden on the 
Club or constantly asking the same friends to bring them. And maybe past 
members can come to a meeting once a year – perhaps for a Fellowship 
Lunch as we do at Hereford Wye Valley.  
Finding members willing to take office in the Club is a constant problem, not 
only in our District but across the UK.  Have you tried not just job-sharing, but 
merging one or two of the jobs?  And could your Club run efficiently without 
filling all the positions – just a thought!   
I have very much enjoyed being a member of the District Executive team for 
the last four years and have been grateful for all the help and support, 
especially from the Membership Committee.  I am looking forward to 
continuing to enjoy membership of my own Club and send my best wishes to 
Gill Scott who takes on the role of District Chairman in July.   
Inner Wheel is still a very well-kept secret – once again I encourage you to 
share this secret with as many people in as many ways as you can so that 
many more ladies can share in the fellowship, fun and love.   

Eileen Hammond 
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PRESIDENTS' PROFILES - 2018-19 
 

Bristol Severnside:  Carole Atter 
 

I was born in Nottingham and after leaving school I 
worked in the local Convent Nurses' Home - good 
preparation for my training as a nurse, beginning in 
1957. 
I met my husband at a dancing class and we married 7 
years later. A move to London followed.  We returned 
to Nottingham (where my husband ran the family 
business) and our two daughters were born there.  At 
that time I was District Organiser for the WRVS. 

Our daughter Dina became ill and very sadly died of Ewing's Sarcoma and we 
founded a Charity for research into bone cancer. 
I became a school nurse in Gateshead, and after my husband retired, we 
moved to Bristol to be near our family.  John joined Bristol Rotary and I joined 
Bristol Inner Wheel where I became President.  Sadly, John died in 2005. 
I later joined Bristol Severnside where I have made many friends.  I have been 
representative for the club at District meetings, and I am looking forward to 
being President. 

 
 

Chipping Sodbury:  Barbara Bennett 
 

I grew up in Cornwall and qualified as a teacher at Bishop 
Otter College in Chichester.  Returning to the West 
Country, I taught at Dursley Grammar School for three 
years.  In 1969 I married Andrew, a local farmer and we 
have two sons and a daughter.  The family farm, near 
Chipping Sodbury, is now run by our son while Catherine 
is a busy mum with four growing sons. 
I joined Inner Wheel in 1987 and became President in 
1994-1995.  Supporting Rotary fundraising by catering 

for the annual Classic Car event and being a committee member for Sodbury 
and District R.N.L.I. for over 35 years has kept me busy. 
Travel, gardening, bridge and being a Grandma to eight delightful grandchildren 
give me great pleasure.  
I look forward to a happy year ahead and our club is still growing with three new 
members this year. 
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Cirencester:   Judy Lloyd  
 
 

Born & brought up in Barnt Green, Worcestershire I 
attended Grammar School in Bromsgrove and then 
went on to teacher training college in Leicester.  I 
married my husband, Robin, in 1972 and we have a 
daughter and son.  After the birth of our children I 
returned to teaching in 1985 and was Deputy Head & 
Special Needs Co-ordinator.  Unfortunately, due to 
family circumstances and ill-health my career in 
teaching finished when I was just 54. 
In 2015 we came to live in Cirencester.  My husband 

had had a serious cycling accident, we needed to downsize and de-clutter, 
and wanted to live in a more rural area somewhere in the Cotswolds.  Was it 
a good move?  Definitely!  We have made some really good friends.  The 
members of the Inner Wheel Club of Cirencester have made me so welcome 
and I was happy to join the Committee as International Service Organiser.  
Having spent the last two years getting to know the members, I am honoured 
that they have put their trust in me to be their President for 2018-19 - a good 
way to celebrate my 70th birthday ! 

 
Clevedon:   Ann Fox 

 
 

Ann was born and raised in Scotland and on 
leaving school joined Lanarkshire Constabulary 
where she served for three years before 
transferring to the Metropolitan Police, London, 
in 1969, where she served for a further four 
years. 
Ann married in 1970 and in 1976 moved to 
Clevedon;  she married for the second time in 
1986.  Her husband Leslie was a Rotarian and 
encouraged her to join Inner Wheel which she 

did in 1998 when she retired from full-time work.   She has held the posts of 
Secretary, Club Correspondent, International Officer, each for two terms, 
and this will be her third term as President. 
Ann is also Past District Editor and Past District Chairman and is presently a 
member of the Association Publications committee 
She studied Music at the Open University and graduated BA in 2013; she is 
a keen singer and a member of two local choirs.   Ann now lives in Blagdon, 
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Somerset, with her Jack Russell Terrier, Mac.  Her children, now all married, 
live within an hour's travel, and she also has three grandchildren aged 
between 16 and 24 years. 

 
Clifton 
 

Clifton will have a total of six Presidents for the year 2018/19. Serving two 
months each they will be: 
 

Lesley Addison, Valerie Brooks, Sandy Parma, 
Jill Liddiatt, Hazel Perry and Gill Bonham 

 

All these ladies have been President before - Val, Sandy, and Lesley in 
2015/16 and Hazel and Gill in 2016/17 with Jill in 2014/15. 

 
Dursley:    Gill Davis 
 
 

As with many clubs, we struggle to find members to 
take on the Presidency.  I have therefore stepped up 
for the second time.  The first time in 2013-14, I had 
just come out of the John Radcliffe Hospital at the 
start of my year having had unexpected open-heart 
surgery to replace my mitral valve.  Within weeks of 
agreeing to take up the honour again for 2018-19, I 
suffered a stroke on Mothering Sunday.  Fortunately, 
I had worked on the year's programme and spoken to 
existing and new members for my executive, 

therefore with their support and a great deal of improvement with my 
mobility, I look forward to the Inner Wheel Year and I hope to emulate the 
high standards set by all the previous Presidents of The Inner Wheel Club of 
Dursley and keep our Candle of Friendship burning.  

 

Increase your Word Power - even more! 
 

Pharmacists: A helper on the farm. 
Relief: What trees do each spring. 

Seamstress: Describes 250 pounds in a size 6. 
Selfish: What the owner of a seafood store does. 
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Gloucester:   Jean Toy 
 

I was born in Bournemouth and moved to 
Gloucester when I was eight years old.  I was 
educated at the Central School for Girls. 
I worked in Gloucester for a short time and then 
transferred to the firm's Head Office in London.  I 
returned to Gloucester where I worked as a 
Solicitor's Clerk. 
I met my husband, who was stationed at what was 

then known as Robinswood Barracks, and we married in 1960. 
We were posted to Kenya, East Africa where we spent four happy years. 
From there we were fortunate to be posted to Oslo, Norway for three years 
and then to Germany for seventeen years. 
Each posting was very different, but I loved every one of them. 
Both of my children were born in Germany.  They are now married, and I 
have four grandchildren.  I have a variety of interests and I am looking 
forward (with some trepidation) to my term of office  
I hope that I can live up to the challenge. 

 
Hereford Wye Valley:  Liz Hodgkinson 
 

This is my second time as President, so the 
Club know very well what they're getting!!  
Born in Thame, Oxfordshire, I attended an all 
girls' grammar school and still meet up 
regularly with school friends.  I worked for a 
firm of Oxford solicitors and met Bill (then a 
physicist with the Atomic Energy Authority at 
Harwell) at a pyjama party, moving to 
Hereford when we were married in 1970. 
We have two sons; Nick is in Lymington in the 

New Forest (close to where Bill was born) and his daughter, Bryony, is nine.  
Chris and Louise live here in Hereford with their daughter, Isabel, who's 
nearly seven.  The girls are an enormous joy to us, and we love being with 
them. 
My father was a Rotarian and in 1988, soon after Bill joined Rotary, I was 
invited to join Inner Wheel. 
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Introducing monthly newsletters when Club Secretary, I currently edit these, 
and have been Club Correspondent.  I much enjoyed my time as District 
Editor from 2003 and was proud to be D10's Chairman in 2010-11 and then 
Membership Chairman. 
I enjoy reading, seeing the family and socialising.  Many of my closest friends 
come from Inner Wheel.  Membership has enriched my life so much, and I 
can't imagine being without the fellowship we all derive from Inner Wheel.  
Here's to a fun year! 

 
Leominster:   Heather Phillips and Julia Smith 

 
Hello everyone. I first joined the Inner Wheel Club 
of Leominster in 1991, a few years after moving to 
Luston from Lancashire.  I am now looking forward 
to my fourth term as President, this time sharing it 
with my friend Julia, also a past President. 
I married my husband, Brook, in 1966 and whilst on 
honeymoon in Majorca, we celebrated by watching 
England winning the World Cup!  We have two 
lovely sons and daughters-in-law and four 

wonderful grandchildren. 
My hobbies include watching all wild life, photography, water colour 
painting, reading, travelling to out of the way places, cross stitch, crochet and 
word puzzles, the latter in the somewhat forlorn hope of improving my 
spelling! 

Heather Phillips. 
 

I shall be taking on the presidency next year jointly 
with Heather Phillips, although she will be number 
one, with me standing in when she is away.  This will 
be my second term of office, the last being in 2016, 
when my husband and I were President of both 
Rotary and Inner Wheel at the same time. 
Tony and I have now been married for 41 years.  We 
have two daughters, Harriet, who lives in 
Melbourne, Australia, and Eleanor, who lives in 

Cirencester.  She and her husband Paul have two children, Emily and Toby, 
and a dog called Ringo. 
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I remain busy with Church commitments, sport and as a member of a group 
called Compassionate Communities, where we help to support those in need. 
Before retiring I was a secondary school teacher in the Humanities' 
Department. 
I look forward to continuing to enjoy the warmth and friendship that Inner 
Wheel provides 

Julia Smith 

 
Malvern:   Anne Jefferies 

 

I was born in Sunderland but at the age of five moved 
to Dorset where I grew up.  I was educated in a 
Catholic convent and then studied to be a secretary.  I 
have had many secretarial posts including working for 
a quantity surveyor, a solicitor, and managing director 
of Westland Helicopters.  I have two sons and four 
grandchildren.  I met my second husband through 
being a member of the Bournemouth Gilbert & 
Sullivan Operatic Society.  He was a Rotarian and Paul 

Harris Fellow.  His father was a Rotarian and his mother was, at one stage, 
President of Langport Inner Wheel, so it is in the family.  After Roger died in 
2014 I moved to Herefordshire and am now a member of the Ledbury Choral 
Society.  I love singing, gardening, knitting, photography and walking. I am 
looking forward to being President of Malvern Inner Wheel. 

 
Nailsea:  At the time of going to press 

The Presidency of Nailsea club will be shared between Club members 
 

 
Newent and District:   Judith Taylor 

I was born in Wimborne, Dorset and whilst I 
considered myself a country girl my working career 
started in London, training with Grand Metropolitan 
Hotels.  I spent 37 years in the hotel & venue industry, 
and in the late 80's settled in Bagshot, in Surrey.  The 
last 10 years, before I retired, was spent running a 
Venue Finding Company working with blue chip 
companies such as Oracle, Deutsche Bank and L'Oréal, 
finding venues world-wide, but mostly in the UK and 
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Europe, for meetings, conferences, training courses and booking a lot of 
accommodation - very happy days. 
Having sold the venue finding company, and remarried, we decided to move 
to France in July 2009 and settled in what had been our holiday home in the 
South East corner of The Dordogne.  Whilst very enjoyable and having made 
a lot of very good friends, I basically was bored and my only child, Imogen, 
was back in the UK….so back we came.  We went to France with 2 dogs and 
2 cats and returned in late 2013 with 5 cats and 4 dogs - have you seen the 
way the French "look after" their animals?  Where to live?  Well we needed 
space for our menagerie and, although neither of us have any affinity with 
Gloucestershire, we are very pleased with our choice and thoroughly enjoy 
life in Redmarley. 
I had never heard of Inner Wheel before I was introduced to it in early 2014 
and here I am about to launch myself into my year as President, with some 
fear & trepidation! The joy I have is that my husband, Richard, is the 
President Elect for Newent Rotary.  A very busy year awaits us. 

 
North Wilts:   Daphne Helyer and Ruth Hillier 
 

Our club is finding it difficult to get members to 
stand as President, so to avoid the club folding, 
myself and Ruth Hillier have decided to share this 
year.  We both have been President before, Ruth 
many times ! 
I joined Inner Wheel after retiring from my career 
as a Physical Education teacher. 
I am married to Mike, who has been a Rotarian for 
30 years, and we have four children and eight 
grandchildren.  One son lives in California, and 
one in Australia, so we are often on a plane!  
Fortunately, we enjoy travelling, and have several 

holidays a year. 
We have always been involved in sport, and are both keen golfers, and enjoy 
cycling, and walking. 
Ruth and I look forward to another good year in Inner Wheel. 

Daphne Helyer 
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Pershore:   Anne Angood and Lynn Lucchese 
 

Anne Angood - Born in Bolton and now living in a village 
near Pershore.  My varied teaching career has been Junior, 
Secondary Science and NVQ.  Childcare in UK, Kenya 
(where I met my husband up a volcano) and Sri Lanka.  I 
was a Rotarian in Sri Lanka with the privilege of delivering 
tsunami relief.  Gardening, golf, bridge, walking, and travel 
are hobbies.  Being fairly new to Inner Wheel I look 
forward to a year full of excitement. 
 

Lynn Lucchese - I live in a small 
Worcestershire village, moving here from Staffordshire 
24 years ago and planning to stay for 3!  Finally retiring 
from teaching has opened up many opportunities, 
including membership of Inner Wheel of course!  I love 
long walks, my weekly pub quiz and freedom to spend 
time with family and friends.  I'm looking forward to 
jointly representing Pershore, keen to learn more 
about Inner Wheel whilst happy to take advice from experienced members!  

 
Royal Forest of Dean:   Lynn Ellis 

 

I was born in Gloucester and moved to the Forest 
of Dean 15 years ago.  After attending Ribston 
High School I joined BT, where I worked for 38 
years in a variety of roles before retiring 6 years 
ago. 
I live with my partner Pete and Border Terrier 
Bert.  Between us we have 6 grown up children, 7 
grandchildren and 3 step grandchildren.  These all 
keep us quite busy.  I do however have time for 

other pastimes and enjoy reading, sewing, Fitsteps (keep fit to dance steps), 
baking, and gardening, to name but a few.  My daughter says that she has to 
make an appointment to see me! 
Jenny East introduced me to Inner Wheel about 3 years ago.  I have been 
International Officer and help Rotary with the Royal Forest of Dean Half 
Marathon which is held twice a year. I'm really looking forward to being 
President this year and hope that I can keep up the standards set by my 
predecessors. 

 



15 

 

Stroud:    Jane Tiley 
 

As it is only 3 years since I was last 'recycled' as 
President, I think I can say that I am a fan of Inner 
Wheel, or I am completely mad! 
I do know that the time since has flown by and during 
it I have celebrated a special birthday with Inner 
Wheel friends and had an unfortunate mishap 
attempting to play skittles.  Consequently, I may not 
be quite the mover and shaker of old, but I know that 
I still enjoy getting together with my Inner Wheel 

friends at our Stroud club meetings and events as well as Interclubs and 
hopefully conference in April. 

 
Thornbury:   Joan Josey 

2018/19 will be my second time as Club President 
and I am looking forward to the challenge.  Born and 
bred in Bristol I have never moved far from my roots.  
In 2009 I retired from full time occupation in the 
banking sector having previously worked as an 
administrator for an MRC 1946 birth cohort study 
and Rolls Royce as an engineering assistant.  I now 
spend the majority of time singing with my acapella 
chorus and other smaller affiliated groups, although 
I have not yet been brave enough to sing in quartet.  

On Friday afternoons I enjoy helping with our junior chorus of girls aged 
between 7 and 14.  My favourite time of the week however, is Wednesday 
afternoon when I travel to Bath to collect my granddaughter from school. 

 
Worcester Severn:  Margaret Tyas 
 

I was born and bred in Oldham, Lancashire and I 
spent three years at Nottingham Teacher Training 
College.  After this I married my husband, David, and 
I started my teaching career in Salford, Lancashire. 
We left Oldham over thirty years ago, when our two 
children were young, for my husband's job in 
Kidderminster. 
I have held teaching posts in Salford, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Worcester and Sandwell and I have 
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taught mostly Reception/Year 1 children. 
I enrolled on a part-time course at Worcester University and gained a 2.1 
honours degree, after which I trained to teach dyslexic children.  I have spent 
the latter part of my career teaching children with dyslexia. 
I am now semi-retired.  I am an active member of the Worcester Twinning 
Association, I am busy with all things Inner Wheel, I spend time with my two 
grandchildren and I still teach dyslexic children three hours a week.  

 

 

The Dinner Invitation 

   Harry invited his mother over for dinner one  

   evening.  

   During the meal, she couldn’t help but notice how 

attractive his roommate Judy was.  As she watched the two of 

them interact over the course of the evening she became 

suspicious of a relationship between the two. 

Realising only too well what his mother was thinking, Harry said, 

"I can see the wheels turning Mum and I know what you’re 

thinking. Rest assured Judy and I are strictly roommates" 

A few days later, Judy went to Harry and said, "You know the 

beautiful silver gravy ladle?  Well, ever since your mother came 

to dinner I can’t seem to find it.  You don’t think she could have 

taken it, do you."  "I doubt it, but I’ll write her a letter just to 

be sure." replied Harry. 

He then sat down and wrote the following letter: "Dear Mum, 

While I’m not saying you 'did' take a gravy ladle from my house, 

and I’m not saying you 'didn’t', the fact remains that ever since 

you were here for dinner one has been missing. Love, Your son." 

Several days later, Harry received a reply, which read: "Dear 

Harry, While I'm not saying you 'do' sleep with Judy, and I’m 

not saying you 'don’t', the fact remains that if she were sleeping 

in her own bed she would have found the gravy ladle by now !!  

Love, Mum 
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CLUB NEWS 
***** 

BRISTOL SEVERNSIDE  (1993)                18 members 
 

Presidents:  Tegwin Evans, Cheryl Sinnett and Jenny Warren 
 

January saw us enjoying a post-Christmas lunch at a local golf club, which was 
great fun. All our members were there, so there was lots of chatting and 
laughter. 
We were lucky to have a very good speaker in February from the Kanami (in 
Kenya) Trust - a very small Charity, where all the money collected is 
personally taken to the village and spent on clean water, sanitation, and 
children's education, among other things. 
One of our ladies held a wine and buffet lunch for club members and their 
partners at her home, which was a really good day. Lots of lovely food had 
been prepared and was much appreciated! 
Our main Charity event was held in March, which was a Soup and Sweet 
event.  It was very successful - hard work but worthwhile as we not only had 
a very enjoyable day but raised a good sum for our main charities.  It was a 
very busy time in the kitchen! 
We were very lucky to hear a first-class speaker from the charity Above and 
Beyond.  He was inspirational.  
A group of us are going to see the live streaming of the ballet Manon, at a 
local cinema in May.  We are looking forward to that very much. It's always 
a lovely experience. 
A dinner is at the planning stage for September to celebrate our 25th 
Anniversary - those years have gone so quickly! 

Janet Perrott 

 
CHIPPING SODBURY (1984)               39 members 
 

President: Barbara Bennett 
 

Our New Year began with a talk from Kay Hobday, one of our members, 
which was called Absolutely Fabulous.  She told us about her experiences 
working in the fashion industry in London – very interesting. 
At our joint meeting with Rotary in February we listened to a gentleman from 
Frenchay Museum telling us the history of the hospital which sadly no longer 
exists. 
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We had a visit from Pat Dazeley, our District Chairman, in March.  Pat told us 
about herself and her Inner Wheel history.  We then had coffee and some 
lovely homemade cakes! 
In April, Eileen Hammond, our District Membership Officer visited us 
accompanied by Liz Hodgkinson.  It was really good to see them both and 
once again, food!!  We ended the evening with a Ploughman's supper and a 
glass of wine. 
We continue to enjoy both social and fundraising occasions, having had 
several meals out, held coffee mornings, and our annual Frugal Lunch to 
boost funds for our International Charites. 
Some of us played skittles with Rotary.  We have helped at the local 
Alzheimers' Society Tea Dance and are looking forward to our Charter 
Anniversary Lunch very soon.  
We continue to support Rotary, mainly by providing refreshments at such 
events as their Classic Car Run, Band Concert, and Cycling Sportif. 
We have been fortunate to gain some new members recently and look 
forward to our Handover Meeting in July when Barbara takes over as 
President. 

Jenny Tucker 

 
CIRENCESTER (1962)                 27 members 
 

President:  Nic Hewlett 
 

Inner Wheel Day was 
celebrated at Jenny's 
house once again and 
even the heron made an 
appearance in the 
garden. Each lady 
brought a plate of food 
to share and Jenny 
made some soup.  Our 
special guest was Eileen 
Chapman, Chairman of 
the Women's branch of 
the British Legion, who 
came to talk to us about 
the poppies in the Parish 
Church.  About 18,000 

 

Sewing poppies onto the 
netting for Display in Church 
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poppies were knitted together with blue poppies which represented the 
horses killed during the war and these were then sewn onto netting and 
displayed in the church. 
Inner Wheel and Rotary had a joint meeting at the Corinium Hotel in January 
and our special guest was Bill King who spoke about the Home Front during 
WW2.  He and his wife Flora have collected a wide range of WW2 
memorabilia including posters, cards, books, sheet music, and photos, and 
his reflections on the Land Army, "Canary Girls", Home Guard and gas masks 
rekindled some memories or family stories for many in attendance.  
Three of us ladies together with a Rotarian husband attended Clevedon's 70th 
Anniversary at the local school where we were served and entertained by the 
students.  In February we hosted The Soroptimists and Jon Coward was our 
speaker from "Liquorice Heaven" and we all learnt about the history of 
Liquorice and how it is made.  Jon very kindly bought us some samples to try, 
which were delicious.  
Vice President Judy attended Conference in Bournemouth and President Nic 
and Beryl went down for the day on the Wednesday and some Inner Wheel 
ladies joined their husbands for Rotary Conference, also in Bournemouth.  
Our March meeting was very memorable as we presented Ruth Gadd with a 
certificate for 55 years' service as an Inner Wheel member.  Over the years 
Ruth has been President twice, opened her house on many occasions for 
Inner Wheel events and helped to raise substantial amounts of money for 
various charities.  At that same meeting Rotarian Peter Todd, a retired 
Assistant Chief Constable, gave us a well-illustrated and sometimes amusing 
talk on "The Lighter side of Policing". 
We were delighted to return to the Royal Agricultural University for our 
Interclub in April and over 40 ladies and the Rotary President enjoyed an 
excellent meal.  Our speaker was Nicole Beebee, the fundraising manager 
from the Great Western Air Ambulance, who gave us a very interesting 
presentation of the charity as it celebrates its' 10th Anniversary 
 

Liz Tovey (Acting Club Correspondent) 

 
 
 

Club News continues on Page 25….. 
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A LIGHTER LOOK AT ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE - 19th-21st March 2018 
 

Monday March 19th and some of us from Dursley were off to Association 
Conference in Bournemouth.  A bit of a logistical nightmare after our 
favourite hotel, The Whitehall, had cancelled our booking just before 
Christmas due to the hotel being sold.  With almost 2000 women descending 
on Bournemouth for Conference it was complete panic for a few days until 
we managed to secure a group booking at The Savoy Hotel.   
Originally a merry band of twelve, for various reasons we were down to six 
by the time Conference came around and as myself, Sue Allen, and Jenny 
Chappell, needed to stay in Bournemouth for the Rotary District Conference, 
travel arrangements were not easy.  What with the warnings of snow and ice 
& dodgy conditions on some roads, it was with great relief that we all arrived 
safely in Bournemouth.  Pam's husband, Doug, had come along to keep us 
company and after a bit of juggling of rooms we all settled in.   
Off to the Conference Centre to register, have a quick look round, and 
hopefully to the Pier to watch Association President Liz Thomas take to the 
Zip Wire in aid of charity.  Not surprisingly, this was cancelled due to the icy 
conditions and Liz is hoping to set this up later in the year.  Tired, but hungry 
after a long day, we decided to eat in the hotel restaurant that evening. 
Tuesday and after a hearty breakfast we were off to the Conference Centre 
for the Celebration of Unity & Service led by Member of Council Rev'd 
Catherine Forsdike.  Always uplifting, we were led by the Bournemouth Area 
Fellowship Band and the District 8 and 24 choir.  The collection at the service 
was in the thousands of pounds and was in aid of Alzheimer's Research UK. 
A quick comfort/coffee break and then the First Conference Session with 
opening remarks from Association President Liz, and the lighting of the 
Candle of Friendship (these days battery powered!).  We were welcomed by 
a lovely lady representing the Mayor of Bournemouth.  Dr Kapila Gupta, 
President of International Inner Wheel gave an address, and Denis Spiller, 
President of Rotary International in GB&I brought greetings.  Tracy Rennie, 
director of care at East Anglia Children's Hospice, gave a presentation of their 
work. 
It's all go at Conference and during the lunch break there was an opportunity 
for some quick retail therapy in the Sales & Exhibition Centre!!! 
During the afternoon session we welcomed Rotarian Mark Little who spoke 
about 'Modern Slavery', something we should all be aware of.  Some of his 
report was heart-rending and very difficult to listen to.  This was followed by 
a presentation by another Rotarian on behalf of the charity Medical 
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Detection Dogs - able to sense when their owner is about to have a medical 
episode and warn them so that they can take medication etc. before it 
becomes a problem. 
Time to lighten the mood with our First Guest Speaker, John Benjamin, one 
of the experts from 'Antiques Roadshow'.  John's specialist subject is antique 
jewellery and he had some wonderfully entertaining stories to tell. 
A refreshing (cold and windy) walk back to The Savoy and to a nearby Italian 
Restaurant for our evening meal.  Then to the BIC for an evening of 
entertainment from The Opera Boys.  Think 'iI Divo' with a bit of humour 
thrown in!  Yet again back to the hotel, this time for a Baileys nightcap before 
saying our 'goodnights' and off to bed !! 
Wednesday morning and the AGM - After reports from Association Officers 
it was down to business with the introduction of Proposals and General 
Motions.  Suffice it to say that all were carried !! - Lunch break and some chill 
out time then back in our seats for the afternoon session, the highlight of 
which was our Second Guest Speaker, Helen Sharman, CMG OBE, who was 
the very first British Astronaut.  She told us how she came to apply, how she 
was chosen from many others, the training involved and the fantastic 
experience of the actual mission. 
After the closing addresses and a rousing finale by the Romsey Area Youth 
Jazz Orchestra, it was time for President Liz to declare the 2018 Conference 
closed and to 'switch off' the Candle of Friendship! 
More than a little tired, but having enjoyed another very successful 
Conference, there was time for a quick cup of tea at The Savoy, change into 
our Kool Kats outfits, before trooping over to the nearby Thai Restaurant for 
dinner.  As quite a few other 'Kool Kats' (also in their outfits) had chosen this 
venue for their evening meal we made quite an impact !!! 
For a final fling we were off again to the BIC for our evening entertainment 
with a great band, Old Dogz, New Trix, playing the oldies we all love.  It always 
surprises me how so many ladies who have been hobbling around during the 
day, suddenly find their feet and are happy to dance the night away. 
Apologies for any unintended inaccuracies or errors. It was so hectic, there 
was so much to organise, I was having such a great time trying to cram so 
much in and meet so many Inner Wheel friends that, in the absence of club 
member Pauline, who had been all geared up to write a report, I completely 
forgot to take any notes.  I can't believe I was able to remember so much. !?! 
 

Sarah Crumpton, Editor & President of Dursley 
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ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 19th - 21st March 2018 
BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A Wonderful 

Welcome at 

the BIC 

Inner Wheel members 

gathering in anticipation 

Candle of Friendship 

 Speaker John Benjamin 



23 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaker Helen Sharman, 

CMG OBE 

 

 

The Opera 

Boys 

'Old Dogz - New Trix' 



24 

 

CONFERENCE 2018 - A CLUB MEMBER'S VIEW 
 

The Venue this year was Bournemouth, a favourite amongst many, usually 
Sunny, but due to the very inclement weather we had experienced a few 
plans were unavoidably cancelled 
My friend Richard and I travelled from Malvern on the Monday, through 
heavy snowdrifts, mostly on the side of the road, but not always. 
We arrived in good time hoping to watch Association President Liz zip-wire 
from Bournemouth Pier across the sea to the beach area.  Everywhere looked 
bleak with a few people around but not the crowd we had anticipated. 
However, we carried on with our walk to the pier only to find one side of it 
covered in snow.  We walked the whole length, debating whether the zip-
wire had been cancelled or not.  After slipping a little we decided to continue 
up to the International Centre where we needed to register for the 
Conference. 
We received a warm welcome including hot drinks and ventured into the Hall 
to view the charity and commercial stands. 
Richard came with me to Conference, to keep me company as he did last 
year, as I was the only representative from Malvern.  We were very 
impressed with the variety of stalls and the help Inner Wheel gives to various 
Charities. 
Unfortunately, the zip-wire event and walks had been cancelled due to the 
weather but as Liz said, "Watch this Space it may still happen!" 
After a hectic day we returned to our Hotel 'The Cumberland' on East Cliff, 
which proved to be excellent with a very nice restaurant. 
On Tuesday morning a Celebration of Unity and a service started our day led 
by Rev Catherine Forsdike and accompanied by the Bournemouth Area 
Fellowship band and choirs from district 8 and 24. 
This was followed by our first session which included: 

• Association President's opening remarks and lighting the candle of 
friendship. 

• Civic greetings from the Mayor of Bournemouth 

• President of International Inner Wheel, Kapila Gupta 

• President of Rotary International in GB&I Dennis Spiller. 

• Presentation by Tracy Rennie of EACH (East Anglia Children’s 
Hospices). 

After lunch, we had a very interesting talk by Rotarian Mark Little on Modern 
Slavery, something we feel it would be better if it did not exist but something 
we should be well aware of. 
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Cheques were presented to: 

• James Warren, Alzheimer's Research UK. 

• Rotarian Nora Howell, for Medical Detection Dogs. 
This was followed by a fascinating talk from John Benjamin, a presenter on 
the Antiques Roadshow. 
The evening entertainment was superb, featuring 'The Opera Boys'.  Four 
smartly dressed men sounding like Pavarotti to Disco music. Very polished 
show and not only their shoes! 
Wednesday was a very busy morning discussing and deciding the way 
forward regarding membership.  Proposals were put forward and passed.  
Our discussions on signage in public toilets caused some amusement! 
The afternoon gave us an insight into an astronaut's life and the preparation 
necessary in order to become one.  Our incredible guest speaker was Helen 
Sharman CMG OBE (Britain's first Astronaut). 
She looked fit and well and was an excellent speaker.  A riveting afternoon 
rounded off by a rendition from the very talented Romsey Area Youth Jazz 
Band. 
Wednesday night and for the last evening entertainment President Liz had 
asked us to wear masks and cat's ears, wear black, and dance away to the 
group 'Old Dogz New Trix'.  A fabulous evening and great fun dancing to the 
sounds of the 50's and 60's.  
I hesitated whether to come to Conference this year but am glad that I did. 
Everyone was in good humour. The organisation was great and venue superb 
- roll on 2019 in Cardiff.   Congratulations everyone. 

Sylvia Miles, Malvern 

 
……..Club News Continued 

 
 

CLEVEDON (1948)                 24 members 
 

President: Gill Scott 
 

Our year began with quite a few club members suffering from the peculiar 
flu type virus that affected so many.  
This meant that the sewing session planned for World Inner Wheel Day was 
left to a few stalwarts. But they did us proud.  
They met up at Sue Killingbeck's house to make pillows for breast cancer 
patients using vibrantly coloured fabric given to Ann Fox by two of her 
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Nigerian friends.  The material is in the Inner Wheel colours and has the logo 
printed on it, very attractive.  Thirteen pillows were actually completed, one 
more than the target.  They looked fantastic.  
We welcomed Tony Quinn to our January Meeting, from Chelwood Bridge 
Rotary Club, who told us the story of their Water Aid charity, grown from 
small, local beginnings to the huge project it is today.  They now can supply 
up to 750 water survival kits at any one time to disaster areas, of which there 
now seem to be so many. 
Getting handy with our hands we now made some dear little white bonnets 
for prem babies at Gill's "Knit and Natter" day.  They do look fetching with 
their red pompoms for very poorly babies, orange for those improving and 
green for those getting better. 
February saw the culmination of months of planning at our 70th Charter 
Anniversary Lunch. 
This was held at Clevedon Community School and we welcomed as our guests 
the Association President Liz Thomas, Chairman of the District Pat Dazeley, 
and Chairman of Clevedon Town Council Linda Little, together with members 
of clubs from all over the District. 
Over ninety people sat down to enjoy a lunch served by Sixth Form students 
in their guise as very polite and efficient waiters.  
The afternoon culminated in a delightful display of dance by more pupils of 
the school beautifully executed and colourfully dressed.  
Our club is proud of our history and is working hard to think of ways to attract 
new members to share in our interesting life.  

Molly Hutton 

 
CLIFTON (1969)                  29 members 
 

Presidents: Lesley Addison, Gill Bonham, Jill Liddiatt 
 

After a hectic Christmas period, Lesley took over the Presidential reins from 
Noreen.  As usual, we continue with our monthly cake bake for local charity 
Project One25, and at the monthly Knit & Knat meetings, top of the agenda 
was production of Twiddle Muffs for Dementia sufferers.  Our Quiz Night has 
become a regular feature each year and proves to be extremely popular.  
Questions are not too challenging, and the supper provided is excellent. 
We had our February meeting a week early when Past President Hazel invited 
us all to view her lovely garden and enjoy hot and tasty soup.  Noreen hosted 
a musical afternoon tea, cake, and piano party (with a lot of sing-a-long!) in 
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aid of our International Charity.  Also, several members supported Clevedon 
at their 70th Charter Lunch. 
In March we welcomed Gill Bonham as President and saw a heavy fall of snow 
on the 1st March which, fortunately, had disappeared by Monday 5th.  We 
again visited The Gateway Club (for young adults with learning difficulties) 
and entertained them with our version of The Weakest Link.  Our theme this 
year was, of course, Royal Wedding Guests.  At our March meeting we 
enjoyed a talk by Rotarian Jonathan, "Chernobyl - the Accident and 
Aftermath".  He and his wife had enjoyed a short holiday and we learned 
some very interesting/informative facts about the site accompanied by a 
slide show in support. 
At our April meeting we welcomed as speaker Rosemary Edwards, who works 
for the BBC.  She has been involved with the Chelsea Flower Show broadcasts 
and is now part of the Spring watch Team.  Into May and we welcomed 
President Jill to the Chair.  At our meeting on the 15th we were pleased to 
welcome District Chairman Pat Dazeley and were interested to learn about 
her.  After coffee and cake, member Jackie gave a talk on her time spent in 
Venezuela.  The following day, member Sandy hosted a Ploughman's Lunch 
(& Bring & Buy) at her home, open to members & guests which, as usual, was 
very popular although the weather was a bit too chilly to enjoy the garden!! 
To finish, we now look forward to a daytime visit to Oakham Treasurers' 
Museum at Portbury & lunch.  Our Handover will be on 19th June and we are 
again going with multi Presidents – a total of six so all change every two 
months. 

Jennie Vittle 

 
DURSLEY (1960)                 39 members 
 

President: Sarah Crumpton 
 

The New Year always starts with World Inner Wheel Day on January 10th when 
we invite around 80 guests, who live on their own, to lunch at the Community 
Centre. 
In January we celebrated and congratulated Sue Allen our Treasurer, who is 
to be Association Conference Chairman this coming year.  She will have all 
our support and we are looking forward to a wonderful conference in Cardiff 
in 2019.  Also, congratulations to Gill Davis who will be our President for 
2018/2019.  Gill has been President before, in 2014, so a very happy and 
friendly year ahead. 
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In February we 
celebrated this year's 
International Lunch, 
again at the Community 
Centre, where seventy 
members and guests 
were served a lovely 
lunch which had been 
prepared and was 
served by the 

International 
Committee.  Simon and 
Jen David were our 

guest speakers.  Both are directors of the "The Kambia District Foundation", 
a charity set up to improve the education and health of children in the Kambia 
District of Sierra Leone, a very poor country located on the west coast of 
Africa.   Their presentation highlighted the value of charity contributions in 
helping such worthy causes. 
We have welcomed four new members into our club during this Inner Wheel 
year, lovely ladies who will be a great asset to our Club.  We celebrated Pam 
England's 80th birthday.  Pam has been President five times, amongst many 
other important positions she has held in our Club. 
We welcomed Gill Scott and another member from Clevedon Club as guests 
at our meeting in May.  Gill was representing the District Membership 
Committee and had come along to sit amongst members to 'gain an essence' 
of our club.  The next time she visits will be in September when she will be 
with us as District Chairman.  We wish you the very best in your new role Gill. 
Our Interclub Lunch in May was held at The Prince of Wales Hotel and was a 
wonderfully successful day, with just under 100 guests, who were 
entertained by our speaker, Matthew Sproston with the 'Life & Songs of 
Victoria Wood'. 
We now look forward to June when we hold our AGM and Handover, 
preceded, this year by something a little different - Afternoon Tea at 
Chavenage House. 

Shirley Smith 

 
 
 

 
President Sarah Crumpton, International 
Office, Gill Davis with Simon & Jen David 
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GLOUCESTER (1931)                 35 members 
 
 

President:  Jean Morgan 
 
 

Gloucester Club started 2018 with a healthy membership of 35, an increase 
of five new members during this Inner Wheel year!  Plus one honorary 
member.  We are delighted to welcome our new members and we hope they 
enjoy their time with us. 
Our first event in January was the World Inner Wheel Day church service 
which was well supported by members and partners.  A lovely lunch in the 
local pub followed.  An excellent way to bring in the New Year thinking of our 
International friends all the world over.  February saw us eating again - this 
time pancakes!  This annual event to raise funds for International, is thanks 
to the generosity of Joy and her husband Trevor who kindly host every year.  
Joy is ace at producing an endless stream of delicious pancakes!  
The "Beast from the East" beat us to Bournemouth for the Annual 
Conference, cancelling the golf competition and walks but failed to deter 13 
of us from attending from Gloucester, and having an amazing time.  It takes 
more than that to prevent nearly 2,000 eager Inner Wheelers from reaching 
Conference !  
President Jean's main 
charity fundraiser was 
a "Sea Shanty" evening 
with home cooked fish 
pie, served by "jolly 
sailors"! Over 80 guests 
enjoyed joining in the 
singing, and the more 
adventurous joined the 
band on stage which 
was very entertaining! 
A great idea Jean and a 
healthy profit to donate to our local Hospice. 
Other enjoyable events have been our day on the canal with the less mobile 
giving them a day "cruising", always enjoyed.  Joining with Rotary Gloucester, 
the annual Senior Citizens' tea is much appreciated by 90 guests with lots of 
cake and entertainment! 
A busy but action packed six months, with plenty more to come! 

Hilary Cass 
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HEREFORD WYE VALLEY (1983)               42 members 
 

President: Maggie Milward 

 
We have had a busy 
time since 
Christmas and, in 
spite of the 
extremely cold 
weather and a good 
helping of snow, 
have managed to 
continue with most 
of our planned 
Inner Wheel 
activities. 
We welcomed 
'Superman' to our 
Inner Wheel Day 

celebrations in January (aka Rotary District 1100 Governor Alan Hudson!)  A 
very enjoyable social occasion and an opportunity to raise funds to support 
our International Charities and to collect tins of biscuits for distribution 
within our local community.  Our guest speaker in January was Lady Darnley, 
Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire who gave a fascinating insight into her role.  
In February we hosted our Hereford Rotary Clubs to supper and a quiz, 
providing an opportunity to showcase the work of our Inner Wheel club and 
raise funds for our charities.   In March we welcomed District Chairman Pat 
Dazeley, and in April former Hereford Wye Valley Inner Wheel members 
joined us for a fellowship lunch.  We look forward to our May meeting where 
our guest speaker is a member of The Queen's Bodyguard of the Yeoman of 
the Guard. 
Our members have been very active in our local community, supporting the 
Hereford River Carnival, stewarding during the recent "Poppy Weeping 
Window" display at Hereford Cathedral, and at the Herefordshire Music 
Festival, and helping with the monthly MS Society lunch.    
Our Natty Knitters meet regularly, and our monthly coffee mornings are 
another opportunity for social interaction.  Our entertainment officer has 
arranged some super theatre visits this year including a trip to Cheltenham 
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in February to see the play 'Quartet' and some of the group sampled the 
culinary delights at the recently opened branch of The Ivy. 
We continue to ensure that we support all aspects of Inner Wheel with 
members attending District meetings, the Association Conference in 
Bournemouth, and many District 10 Interclubs.  In June we are looking 
forward to welcoming the Inner Wheel Club of Leominster and former 
members of the now disbanded Inner Wheel Club of Llandrindod Wells for 
our annual three-way lunch.   
President Maggie's charity this year is Herefordshire Heartstart and in April a 
group of members attended a Heartstart training session to learn how to 
administer CPR and basic emergency first aid. A very worthwhile training 
session and we all received a certificate - it is never too late to learn new 
skills! 

Carol Langstaff  

 
 
LEOMINSTER (1949)                 21 members 
 

President: Ros Griffiths 
 

We started this calendar year with our traditional soup and sweet lunch to 
celebrate World Inner Wheel Day in the home of President Ros.  At the 
February meeting we planned the way forward for our Club with more 
involvement of all our members and responsibilities being shared by all. 
In March we donned Daffodil hats to take part in a collection for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care at Morrison's Supermarket.  We hosted District Chairman Pat 
Dazeley to our March business lunch at the Corners Inn, Kingsland.  Pat gave 
us an insight into her very interesting and active life. 
In April we were treated by secretary Kaye to an illustrated talk of her travels 
round Thailand.  Also in April, several members joined our friends in the 
Leominster Rotary Club on a fascinating trip to the Royal Mint in Cardiff. 
May was a busy month starting with a fundraising evening event to raise 
money for the Herefordshire Multiple Sclerosis Trust.  We held a buffet 
supper followed by a quiz and musical entertainment to which guests and 
Rotarians were invited. 
We took a stall in a charity market organised by the Town Council for a town 
event to welcome the Duke of Gloucester on a visit to Leominster.  It was an 
opportunity to promote Inner Wheel and show others just what we do.  It 
was also very interesting to find out about all the other charities and 
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organisations in Leominster.  Several members accompanied Rotarians to La 
Flèche, France for the annual exchange visit with the Rotary Club there. 
In June we look forward to a garden visit in Kimbolton.  We will also be 
helping the Leominster Rotary Club to provide lunch for the children of a local 
school on their farm visit for 'Kids Out'. 
The second half of this Inner Wheel Year has been varied, interesting and 
very enjoyable. 

Kaye Fletcher 

 
 
MALVERN (1949)                  32 members 
 

Presidency: Shared 
 

From September, Malvern has not had a President, but has been successfully 
organised by a very active Committee. 
We have had smaller fundraising events than usual but are pleased that we 
were able to present a cheque to the Foyer project in Malvern, a home for 
unsettled teenagers. 
The year 2018 started with our traditional not so "Frugal" supper, which was 
a very happy occasion, held in a member's house. 
In February we helped Malvern Rotary Club with the very enjoyable Pancake 
race.  Many people, including children, participate in this race, which takes 
place in Priory Park during the schools' half term. 
Since January we have supported various Charities and have had fascinating 
Speakers, including the 'Ugi project', as part of our international programme. 
Rotarian Jan Long gave us a fascinating and illustrated talk on Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning. 
We attended an "Abba" concert with the Rotarians at Malvern Theatres.  The 
Concert was successfully organised by the Malvern Rotarians fund raising for 
Acorns Hospice in Worcester 
Another joint activity was when a group of us went to visit a Synagogue in 
Birmingham and we also visited Windsor Castle at a later date, which was an 
exceptionally good visit followed by dining in the Cotswolds. 
Some of our members knit and crochet many blankets and children's clothes 
at their regular "knit in" held once a month. These are transported to 
Romania by the Hope Carriers Trust. 
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To conclude this year, we presented each member of Malvern Rotary with 
an inscribed Stylus pen to commemorate their seventieth Anniversary.  They 
held a Special seventieth President's Evening at "Puckrup Hall" in May. 
We have enjoyed this year, have held together, and are looking forward to a 
more exciting time with Anne Jeffries as our new President for 2018-19. 

Sylvia Miles 

 
NAILSEA (1977)                  34 members 
 

President: Sue Rawlings 
 

We all had a good time at our 
International Committee's 
Sunday Lunch.  This was to 
raise funds for the charity 
Trade Aid and Water.  The 
money raised will go towards 
providing sewing machines 
for young girls in Africa who 
are about to leave school and 
need to find a trade.  
Carpentry boxes are 
provided for the boys.  We 

had a fabulous 
fish'n'chip supper which 
was organised by our 
President Sue.  This was 
to raise funds for Above 
and Beyond. 
We were entertained 
with music and songs 
from the 50's and 60's, 
and of course we could 
all remember the 
words!! 

 
Sue Wilkins 
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NEWENT AND DISTRICT (1980)                19 members 
 

President: Marie Riley 
 

With Conference to look forward to, we started the new year with a talk by 

our President Marie, 
about her preparation 
for the cycle ride she was 
planning to make to 
Conference.  Marie is an 
experienced cyclist, so 
we knew she would be in 
good shape physically, 
but our mouths fell open 
when we watched her go 
through the packing of 
her bike. The heap of 
clothing, supplies, repair 

kit and maps were all neatly packed into four bags which strapped onto her 
bike and hey presto she was ready to go!  February saw the weather and 
illness take its toll, but we did manage to hold a jumble sale as part of our 
fundraising effort for this year.  A huge amount of jumble and lots of club 
helpers helped raise a really good amount in a couple of hours.  In March we 
invited the ladies from the Forest of Dean club to do a daffodil walk with us 
and afterwards 
share a hot 
soup lunch in a 
local village 
hall. A speaker 
from the 
Woodland 
Trust 
accompanied 
us and though 
the daffodils 
were not as 
advanced as 
usual because 
of the cold weather, it was an enjoyable time of friendship, and the hot soup 
was very welcome and appreciated by all. 

 
Marie with all her kit packed away 

 
Marie arriving at Conference in Bournemouth 
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Now we come to Conference and President Marie made it from Newent to 
Bournemouth on her cycle despite snow and ice. On occasions she made 
better progress than the BMWs and Mercedes en-route and arrived bang on 
the expected time to be met by Past Association President Phyllis Charter, 
International President Dr Kapila Gupta, and members of the Club.  Eleven 
members of Club attended Conference this year and all agreed that it was a 
most enjoyable few days with good speakers and plenty of opportunity to 
catch up with old and new friends. Our April meeting was a talk given by a 
representative from RNLI and reminded us all what a fantastic service is 
available to those in trouble at sea and what a marvellous legacy their crews 
live up to. 
With only two meetings left before Handover, we look forward to our own 
version of the Olympics with games in a member’s garden and our AGM in 
June. 

Ruth Martin 

 
NORTH WILTS (1967)                  17 members 
 

President: Margaret Bracher 
 

My year as President has flown by.  We lost our valiant secretary Christine 
O'doire after many years of service when she and her husband decided to 
uproot to Alderney before Christmas.  I embarked on a recruiting drive and 
we are hoping that we may be able to sign up two new members at the start 
of the Inner Wheel year.  We ran our annual Bridge Drive with afternoon tea 
and donated the money to Brighter Futures - the provision of a new 
radiotherapy unit at the Great Western Hospital in Swindon so that Swindon 
residents will no longer have to travel to Oxford for treatment.  In November 
we joined forces with the North Wilts Rotary Club for a Quiz night.  A new 
venue meant that we could accommodate more people and we raised a great 
amount for another local charity - TWIGS.  This is a mental health charity 
which helps sufferers through therapeutic gardening in the centre of 
Swindon.  During the year we have had several outings to local restaurants, 
theatre trips to Bath and Swindon and two weeks ago we had our 50th 
Charter Anniversary Lunch at the Five Alls at Filkins near Lechlade.  Next year 
we look forward to a shared Presidency with Daphne Helyer and Ruth Hillier 
and I will be taking on the role of Secretary.  

Margaret Bracher 
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PERSHORE (1967)                 32 members 
 

President: Sue Braysher 
 

In January Pershore Club held a successful Coffee Morning to fundraise for 
the two International Charities, Hope and Homes, and SARVA.  At our 
February meeting our speaker gave us an up-lifting glimpse of the NHS 
through the eyes of a hospital Matron (President Sue's daughter). Her 
enthusiasm, focus on "what is best for the patient" and clever ideas to 
support her nurses and patients was inspirational and most of us felt we 
should move to Bath 
where her hospital is! 
The Charity Beetle Drive 
(postponed during the 
March snows) finally took 
place on a sunny 
afternoon at the end of 

April.  It was characterised by 
much laughter (especially at 
the end of each game when 
those with the highest and 
those with the lowest score, 
on each table, were required 

to move to another table). The many interval cakes were delicious and much 
enjoyed.  We were pleased to see so many visitors and would like to thank 
other local groups for supporting Inner Wheel.  Visitors also included Inner 
Wheel Clubs from as far apart as Hereford, Cirencester, and Redditch.  Judy 
Lloyd from Cirencester won the main prize, a Garden Voucher, with a score 
of 67 from the 6 games. She was obviously having a lucky day as she also won 
the raffle, choosing the box of fruit and vegetables, kindly donated by 
Chadbury Farm Shop.  Money raised will go to the charity "YoungMinds". 
We have been pleased to continue to support Pershore Foodbank with gifts 
of food and other necessities. 

Sue Hartley-Bennett 
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ROYAL FOREST OF DEAN (1982)                 31 members 
 

President: Lynn Kear 
 

Our January meeting took the form of a Beetle Drive, which was great fun 
and surprisingly highly competitive!  At our February business meeting, Pat 
'visited' in her role as District Chairman and gave us a very interesting 
account of her life.  Then in March we learnt about the history of the local 
area of St Briavels which was most informative. 
Saturday April 7th saw a number of members valiantly selling 'T' shirts in a 

marquee at the 
postponed (by 
snow) Forest of 
Dean Spring Trails 
Half Marathon, 
organised by the 
Rotary Club.  
Others were on 
catering duty in 
the Pavilion, 
providing bacon 

baps, hot dogs, and hot drinks. Last year there were special requests for cake 
from various runners and their supporters, so members were busy baking for 
this.  Our customers were very appreciative and quite a few were amazed 
that the cakes were actually home-made! 
The following Thursday we hosted our Interclub and welcomed various 
guests.  A delicious two course lunch was enjoyed, and Trish Ducker showed 
us some lovely flower arrangements, which were then raffled.  
In May we have a day trip to Hampton Court Castle in Herefordshire, so 
hopefully the sun will shine for us then!   
In June we are back to Forest Hills, where we usually meet, for our AGM, then 
in July it is Handover time from Lynne to Lynn. 

Sue Boulter 

 
STROUD (1935)                   20 members 
 

President: Hilary Lambert 
 

Our first meeting in the New Year happened to fall on Inner Wheel Day.  The 
Friendship Candle was lit, and we remembered Inner Wheel members 
around the world.  We were delighted that District 2nd Vice Chairman Jane 
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Peak joined us with three other visitors. Jan Lawry, a member of Stonehouse 
Rotary, gave us a vivid account of her trek to the base camp of Mount Everest 
with stunning photographs. 
We welcomed District Chairman Pat Dazeley in February on Valentine's Day!  
It was interesting to hear about her varied career leading to volunteering and 
charity work.  She explained about her local chosen charity Hope Support 
Services which supports young people through a family health crisis.  The 
afternoon was rounded off with a valentine-themed tea. 
At Christmas we had a collection at Tesco in Stroud in aid of Young Carers, 
President Hilary's chosen charity.  This was very successful and in April Sarah 
Jackson, fund raiser for Gloucestershire Young Carers, came to the Club to be 
presented with the cheque.  She gave us an insight into the help being given 
to these vulnerable young people and how outings are arranged when 
possible to give them some fun and freedom. 
Spring arrived, and gardening resumed at Longfield; our members have been 
gardening at the hospice for over 15 years. 
Prolific knitters - members and friends - have recently produced 14 baby 
coats, 24 jumpers, 114 jackets, 44 hats and 3 blankets.  These were collected 
from Eileen Berry, our International Organiser, by Sandra Davey from 
Monmouth Rotary, whose project "Sandra's Babies" sends clothes to 
Children's Homes in Romania and Moldova to which we have been 
contributing for the past three years. 
We have since started making hats for sailors.  A representative from the 
Sailors' Society, a Christian charity providing welfare support for seafarers, 
came to speak to us about its work with sailors who are away from their 
families for long periods working in harsh conditions at sea.  She was so 
pleased when we gave over 100 hats for the sailors. 
We are looking forward to the rest of the year, happy that Jane Tiley has 
agreed to be our President, again! to carry our Club forward next year. 

Cicely Rawll 

 
THORNBURY (1978)                 28 members 
 

President: Stephanie Fairhead 
 

This year started with our post-Christmas meal at The Anchor in Oldbury on 
Severn with plenty of laughter and fun with the Pub serving us with its usual 
high standard of food.  
Inner Wheel Day followed.  Held at President Steph's home with a frugal 
lunch of homemade soup and bread with many of our husbands joining us.  
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We usually choose an international charity to support at this event and this 
year we chose Water Aid, the money raised being matched by the 
Government. 
The speakers at our meetings have talked on many varied subjects from 
Monologues, Poems, Working with Leprosy, to making Sausages.  Some of 
the subjects are heart breaking, others uplifting and some just fun. 
President Steph's chosen charity this year is "Spring of Hope Women's Night 
Shelter".  We have been busy collecting bedding and toiletries for the Shelter 
which seem much appreciated.  
Member Pat Rawlings held a coffee morning at her home in aid of The 
Association's Charity 'Children's Hospice South West' and was ably assisted 
by her husband Rob.  A very successful morning with delicious cakes and a 
raffle.  It was a 
beautiful 
morning, which 
enabled us to sit 
in her lovely 
garden and 
enjoy the 
welcome sun of 
spring. 
At our knit and 
natter meetings 
this year we 
seem to have 
had a teddy 
bear explosion 
and have 
knitted more than usual in all shapes, colours, and sizes and in some cases 
not too good looking!  
Congratulations to our skittles team who have reached the District finals 
which will be played in June. 
We now look forward to our last charity event in Presidents Stephanie's year 
which will be Afternoon Tea held in her garden and joined by Rotarians and 
friends. Let's hope the sun will shine. 

Gill Smitton 
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WORCESTER SEVERN (1985)                32 members 
 

President: Janet Blake 
 

Our first outing in the New Year was a visit to the cinema to see 'The Darkest 
Hour' with Gary Oldman as Sir Winston Churchill.  We all enjoyed it. 
We had a very interesting speaker at our meeting in February.  John 
Wrightson talked to us about the history of Mount Battenhall, the site of 
Worcester's now closed convent school.  A number of wealthy, moneyed 
people had made it their home in times gone by. 
Challenge Rotary is always a very enjoyable and entertaining event in our 
Inner Wheel year.  Rotary and Inner Wheel came together for a quiz evening 
with a cottage pie supper at the March Hare Inn and everyone had a good 
time.  Our book club continues to thrive, and our skittles team has just played 
its second match of the season. 
Our April meeting was our AGM followed by a number of meetings in May. 
We had a coffee morning at our president Janet's house to raise money for 
our charities at home and overseas.  We had an informal lunch at Saint 
Peter's Garden Centre and we our monthly meeting at Saint Peter's Baptist 
Church when our speaker, Robert Underwood, demonstrated the techniques 
for CPR after cardiac arrest.            Margaret Tyas 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

I do hope you will all enjoy this FULL COLOUR 

edition of the No 10 Telegraph.  With so much 

content, it has been difficult to find an editor's 

'slot'.  I hope you enjoy reading news from clubs 

around the District, as well as the 'page fillers' I 

have managed to find.  If any of you have amusing 

or informative snippets suitable for the magazine 

do please let me have them.  It is always much more 

fun when 'page fillers' are from members around 

the District. 

Thanks to all club correspondents for their 

contributions.  There would not be a magazine 

without you. 
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Computer Gender... 
 

A man, previously a sailor, was very aware that ships are 

addressed as 'she' and 'her'.  He often wondered what gender 

computers should be addressed.  To answer that question, he 

set up two groups of computer experts.  The first was 

comprised of women, and the second of men.  Each group was 

asked to recommend whether computers should be referred to 

in the feminine gender, or the masculine gender.  They were 

asked to give four reasons for their recommendation. 

 

The group of women reported that the computers should be 

referred to in the masculine gender because: 
 

1.   In order to get their attention, you have to turn them on. 

2.   They have a lot of data, but are still clueless. 

3.   They are supposed to help you solve problems, but half the  

      time they are the problem. 

4.   As soon as you commit to one, you realise that, if you had  

      waited a little longer, you could have had a better model. 

 
The men, on the other hand concluded that computers should 

be referred to in the feminine gender because: 
 

1.   No one but the Creator understands their internal logic. 

2.   The native language they use to communicate with other 

       computers is incomprehensible to everyone else. 

3.   Even your smallest mistakes are stored in long-term  

       memory for later retrieval. 

4.   As soon as you commit to one, you find yourself spending  

       half your pay-cheque on accessories for it. 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
 

New members  

Dursley Chris McKinnon-Wood: Janie Hitchings: 
Anne-Marie Rutter 

Gloucester Sally Morgan: Jane Chrichard 
Hereford Wye Valley Barbara Barker 
Pershore Pat Hill:  Pam Luckhurst 
Royal Forest of Dean Judith Tyler:  Linda Barrow 

 

Resignations  

Hereford Wye Valley Carole Davies 
Leominster Hilary Parsons 
North Wilts Christine Odoire 
Royal Forest of Dean Sophie Evans 

 

Transfers  

Barbara Chapman From Pershore to Motherwell & Wishaw, District 2 
 
 

DATES and INFORMATION FOR DIARIES – correct at time of going to press 
 

District Meetings 

Mon 23rd July 2018 District Assembly-The Gables GL12 8DL 
Mon 19th November 2018 Farmers Club Gloucester GL2 9AS 
Mon 18th March 2019 Farmers Club Gloucester GL2 9AS 
Thurs 13th June 2019 District Meeting and AGM-The Gables GL12 8DL 

 

District International Rally & Lunch -To be confirmed 

Mon 29th October 2018 Peopleton Village Hall Pershore WR10 2EG 
 

District Fellowship Lunch  

Wed 17th April 2019 Farmers Club, Gloucester, GL2 9AS 
 

Association Conference 

  8th/9th/10th April 2019 Cardiff 
 

Meetings of District Executive 
Wed 14th November 2018 Farmers Club Gloucester GL2 9AS -11 am 
Thurs 7th March 2019 Past & Present Exec Lunch - Hatherley Manor 
Thurs 23rd May 2019 Wagon & Horses Gloucester GL3 3TP 
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ROUND & ABOUT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'KOOL KATZ' from 

Gloucester and 

Dursley 

and Association 

President Liz-very 

much a 'Kool Kat' 

Leopard !! 

Happy times at  

Dursley Interclub 

& Clevedon May Fair 
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The copy deadline for the Winter 2018-19 Issue is FRIDAY 18th January 2019 
 

All contributions must be free of copyright 
 

Editor: Sarah Crumpton, 11 Ewelme Close, Dursley GL11 4NE 
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