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Hard to find a space for me in this magazine, but here it is, 

squeezed in on this page.  I do hope you will all enjoy reading about 

our Club Presidents for 2019/20, and all of the Club News.  

Unexpectedly, I will still be with you as Editor for this year, but 

District will definitely need a new Editor at the start of 2020/21.  

Please give this some serious thought and contact me, or President 

Jane, if you are interested in learning more about the role. 

District Editor, Sarah Crumpton 
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LETTER FROM DISTRICT CHAIRMAN, 

JANE PEAK 

 
 
 

I have been asked to write to you as incoming District 
Chairman. 
I live in Gloucester with my husband Chris.  He has 
just retired as a solicitor, having worked for the same 
firm in the city for over forty years.  We moved to the 
house we still live a few years after he qualified, in 
1979. 
We have three children.  James, married to Jane with 
two children, Molly and Jack.  They live in London.  

Hannah who is married to Dan.  They have two children, Liam and Emily and 
live in Churchdown, just down the road, and William who is married to 
Samantha, or Sam as we call her.  Will is deputy head of a prep. school in 
Fordingbridge in Hampshire and is a Rotarian.  
Soon after we moved here from Wotton-Under-Edge, Chris was asked to join 
Rotary and I joined Inner Wheel. 
We married when Chris was still at Queen's College, Cambridge, at the 
beginning of his third year and rented a flat with a peach tree in the garden. 
He had a continual battle with the authorities, who wanted him to eat in 
college and he stuck out that he was going to go home to his wife! 
At the time I worked for Nat West bank just opposite St John's College.  It 
was a lovely way to start married life.  The only downside was I had to learn 
to ride a bike! 
Kingswood, near Wotton-Under-Edge, was where both James and Hannah 
started life, a real village, but Chris didn't see them as they went to bed at 
6pm before he got back from work.  We decided to move to Gloucester and 
Will was born.  I had three children under 3. 
I have been involved with all the usual things Mums do at that stage. 
Toddlers, Playgroup, School Governor and then NSPCC of which I was 
chairman of the House to House and Flag Day committee.  The children came 
and helped and I think it has given them all a social conscience.  I have a vision 
of Hannah dressed up as a pink elephant in Kings Square.  She was in her 
early teens chatting to a live donkey which had a sash around it with a lady 
with a collecting tin.  We raised lots of money through the years. 
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I did Meals on Wheels and ended up with the voluntary job I still have, WRVS 
(now Royal Voluntary Service Emergency Services) Organiser for 
Gloucestershire, where we get called out for floods, serious crashes and 
incidents where people need evacuating.  This was how I met Rosemary 
Mellor, she did the same job in Bristol. 
I've been Church Warden of the church we have attended since we arrived 
in Gloucester. I still crew on the Willow Trust boats.  I am a Trustee of The 
Willow Trust and it is my charity for this year.  I recently found myself at 
Lydney Park serving cakes at a charity NSPCC day.  I was awarded a BEM in 
the New Year's Honours list in 2016 for service to the community in 
Gloucester. 
I am looking forward to the year ahead with trepidation.  I will do my best, 
I'll turn up looking clean and tidy as befits Inner Wheel and I will, with my 
usual enthusiasm try to lead from the back, encouraging you all onward to 
increase the number of members in District 10 and continuing to help our 
district be the happy gang of ladies I have inherited, led by a brilliant 
Executive which I feel very lucky to be asked to head. 
One other thing, please don't give me garlic if I'm lucky to be asked to eat 
with you. I am very sensitive to it. 
 

Jane Peak 

 
 

CHAIRMAN OF DISTRICT 1 

LESLEY NIVEN 
 

I joined the Inner Wheel Club of Stirling in 
District 1 in early 2007 when the rules were 
relaxed to allow every club to recruit two 
honorary members.  I had no Rotary connection 
and knew very little about Inner Wheel but I will 
always be very grateful to the friend, herself a 
long standing member, who introduced me. 
Although originally from Glasgow, I moved to 
Sussex with my husband in 1973 and we lived 
and worked in the South East until his 
retirement and our move back to Scotland in 
2003.  We settled in a fairly rural area and 
although the scenery was beautiful and the people were lovely, it was a very 
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different life style compared to the hussle and bustle I'd become used to.  I'd 
forgotten how much worse the weather could be, the short winter days and 
of course the famous west coast midgies. 
So my introduction to Inner Wheel could not have come at a better time.  I 
was immediately made welcome in Stirling and quickly became involved in 
all the various activities going on.  Stirling is an active Club with around 40 
members and I soon came to understand what Inner Wheel was all about 
and enjoyed the fun and friendship on offer.  There have been several 
occasions over the subsequent years when I have really appreciated the 
support of my Inner Wheel friends. 
I became a full member in 2009, joined the committee as Club Treasurer soon 
after that and was President in 2015 -16.  I started to attend District meetings 
during this time and enjoyed meeting members from other parts of my 
District. 
I am looking forward to my year as District Chairman which will involve 
visiting twenty six clubs from Stirling in the south to Inverness and Skye in 
the north.  I’m also looking forward to coming to the District 10 Rally in July. 
 

Lesley Niven  

 
ROTARY DISTRICT 1100 GOVERNOR, 

JUDY POWELL 
 

My name is Judy Powell and, on 1st July, I will 
become the third female Governor of Rotary 
District 1100.  I am married to Dave, and we are 
the proud parents of four and grandparents of 
six.   
We both belong to Fishponds & Downend Rotary 
Club, in Bristol.  Dave had been a member for 

some years when, in 2001, his opinionated wife was asked to put her 
money where her mouth was and join!  I have served two terms as 
Club President, and many as Secretary.  I have organised a number of 
inter-Club projects in Bristol and, in 2015, became an Assistant 
Governor, serving 3 enjoyable years.  Dave and I have taken part in two 
District Friendship Exchanges, which really opened my eyes to the 
potential of Rotary to connect like minded people around the world. 
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My professional background is in administration and staff 
management, having firstly run a driving school then, with Dave, an 
Independent Financial Advice practice.  In 2013 we sold the business, 
taking early retirement and I now have time to volunteer with the 
Alzheimers' Society, running Singing For The Brain sessions. 
The three of our offspring who have children live nearby, and I 
regularly draft my daughter and her two children in to help with Rotary 
events.  A proud moment was when my grandson, then aged 8, helped 
me with a presentation at his school about Polio.   
My Rotary Club's Inner Wheel folded some years ago but the ladies still 
meet monthly, and I keep in touch with several of them.  Both of our 
organisations have a real issue with maintaining membership.  I hope 
that by working together we can rise to the challenge, to ensure the 
good work we do – and the friendship that comes through doing it – 
continues well into the future.   

Judy Powell 
 

 
 

PAST DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 

GILL SCOTT 
 

The phrase 'time flies' can apparently be traced back to the Prologue to the 
Clerk's Tale, by Chaucer, written in 1386.  People 
have, over the years, added the 'when you’re having 
fun' bit, but this would certainly sum up my year as 
District Chairman so far. 
Finding myself in the last few months of my year of 
office feels very strange, and it only seems a blink ago 
that we were celebrating at my Rally in July 2018. 
I was not, as you know, the most enthusiastic of 
District Chairmen Elect at that point, but I feel very 
different now that I have seen what is involved, and 

would encourage any member to put themselves forward and 'have a go'. 
Without doubt, the warmth, friendship and fellowship, always beginning 
with the warmest of welcomes, has been fantastic.  The opportunity to meet 
new people, renew acquaintances from the past, tell people about myself, 
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and have a good natter about Inner Wheel in general, has been very special, 
and I would not have missed it for anything. 
Couple all that with the most interesting of speakers, learning about things I 
would never have dreamed of, and delicious food, and what's not to like? 
I have been supported throughout the year by a brilliant Executive Team - 
including Secretary Di, who, despite despairing of me at times, I am sure, has 
been great at ensuring everything has run smoothly and more or less to plan. 
Some members of my club at Clevedon have supported me at several club 
visits, and I am grateful for that, too.  Meeting up with other Districts at their 
rallies, and informal lunches, has also been really enjoyable. 
Once my Charity Concert is over, I hope to be donating a considerable sum 
to my charity, Amyloidosis Research, and would take this opportunity to 
thank Clubs and individuals for their support - you know who you are !!! 
All in all, it has been a very busy and exciting year, and I send every good wish 
to Jane Peak, who will be your District Chairman next year.  I am sure Jane 
will make a wonderful District Chairman, and I hope she has as enjoyable and 
interesting a year as I have.  As Past District Chairman, she will have my 
absolute commitment and support. 

Gill Scott 

 
PAST MEMBER OF COUNCIL, SHERRY PHILLIPS 

As I write this I'm on the train on the way home from my final Council 
Meeting as your Member of Council. 
The last two days have been very positive.  Everyone feels at ease to voice 
their own and the views of their Districts.  Very different, I'm told by a lady 
who is serving her second term as Member of Council, 15 years after her first 
time. 
Some very difficult facts have had to be faced this last year.  I really take my 
hat off to Association Treasurer Karen for making the members aware of our 
financial situation.  That took courage!  The problems are not of her making 
but she, along with the support of the Executive and all Council Members, is 
making very positive steps to address and remedy all those issues raised by 
members. 
The Member of Council role is a real responsibility and I thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to serve District 10 in this way. 
I wish Wendy all the very best as she steps into this position. 

Sherry Phillips 
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A WARM WELCOME BACK TO DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 
 

After a two year stint as a member of Association 
Membership Committee, Stroud Club member 
Wendy Fowles returns to District Executive for 
2019/20, this time as Member of Council.  Wendy is 
a member of the District Membership Committee 
which, this coming year, will be chaired by Past 
District President Gill Scott. 
Wendy set up the District website some years ago.  

She put in a tremendous amount of time and effort to get it going and has 
been webmaster/administrator ever since.   Sadly, Wendy has decided that 
she has 'run out of puff' and District Editor Sarah Crumpton, with more than 
a little trepidation, has agreed to take over as from the beginning of July this 
year. 
 

I am sure that we are all extremely grateful to Wendy for the many hours she 
has spent on the website and wish her all the best as our MOC. 
 

Incoming webmaster/administrator Sarah says: 
I am very much looking forward to the challenge that the 
website will bring.  I know that Wendy will hand everything 
over in good shape and with everything up to date for the 
new Inner Wheel year.  She will also be on hand for any 
queries I am bound to have!  It will take me a little while to 
find my way around the website and I do not propose to 
make any drastic changes, at least for the time being.  Initially, I believe my 
most important task will be to keep everything up to date. 
I will always appreciate constructive comments or criticism as long as they 
are made directly to me.  I can be contacted by email via the website.  Click 
on the  'Contacts' button at the top of the 'Home' page of the District website 
- and then use the direct link to the webmaster - see below 
 

Website address    www.innerwheeldistrict10.co.uk 
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PRESIDENTS' PROFILES:  2019-2020 
 
 

Chipping Sodbury:  Liz Pattison 
When I retired in 2012, after 40 years as a primary 
school teacher, I was imagining an un-hurried life of 
grandchildren, reading, gardening, lunching out and 
holidays.  Yes I do fit in all of those, but my life seems 
almost busier than when I was working!  Initially U3A 
opened up a range of activities and it was through the 
Cycling Group that my husband, Keith, was drawn into 
Rotary and I met the friendly, supportive group who 
make up Inner Wheel.  I realised the value of this 

support when Rheumatoid Arthritis struck me out of the blue 18 months ago, 
but with effective medication I can still work in the garden and play football 
(badly) with my grandsons. 
I became secretary in 2016 and vice President in 2018. After a shaky few 
years, the group has grown and prospered with ways being found for us to 
continue the all important fun and friendship.  We have also raised money 
for charities local, national and international. I'm looking forward to 
continuing the forward momentum so ably kick-started by my predecessors, 
and making certain that the fun and friendship endure. 
 
 

 
Cirencester:   Judy Lloyd  
 
 

This will be my second consecutive year as President of 
Cirencester .  We had a good year last year with lots of 
fellowship, friendship and fun.  I look forward to leading 
our club for another year with the help and support of 
the members and our excellent committee. 
So what brought us to Cirencester in 2015?  A very nasty 
cycling accident when Rob could have died, the need to 
downsize and de-clutter, together with the desire to live 
somewhere more rural and our love of the Cotswolds.  

Was it a good move?  Definitely!  We have a much better quality of life here 
and have made some really good friends.  The only downside is that Rob was 
diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease in 2016.  We are making the most of the 
good years we have left but he has really slowed down and doesn't like 
driving any more.  The members of Cirencester Inner Wheel made me so 
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welcome and I was happy to join the committee as International Service 
Organiser.  I spent 2 years getting to know our members and am honoured 
that they put their trust in me to be their President for 2018 -2019 and now 
again for 2019-2020!  
My other interests include walking, reading, writing, keeping up with old 
friends, golf and being outside.  I am an active member of Cirencester U3A 
and go to several interest groups and I am also programme secretary for 
them, organising the speakers for our monthly meetings. 
Rob & I have a daughter and a son (both happily married) and 3 lovely 
grandchildren.  Our daughter lives in Warwickshire and our son in Yorkshire 
but we meet up as often as we can and have enjoyed special times together 
this year, celebrating my 70th birthday and our son's 40th.  
 

 
Clevedon:   Sue Harmer 
 

My life is split into three parts.  The growing up years in 
Bristol, twenty-two years married life as a military wife 
and the life beyond in civvy street. I have two grown up 
daughters.  One born in Germany and the other in 
Aldershot, UK.  Unfortunately, I can't boast of 
adventures in far off exotic lands.  UK, Germany, Outer 
Hebrides and a short time in Kuwait are the sum total 
of my travels.  Although I can boast of over twenty 
moves! 

We eventually settled in Clevedon where I worked for a printing company 
learning the tools of the trade.  This set me in good stead, as when I was 
made redundant, I and a fellow worker had enough knowledge between us 
to set up our own print management company.  
Now retired, I spend my time working on various projects through our local 
church, and of course I have discovered Inner Wheel.  It is with some fear 
and trepidation I am taking on the role as President, but with the support of 
a good club, I am up for it.  Here's to a year of camaraderie and fun! 

 
Clifton:    Clifton are sharing the Presidency between four members  

July/August/September 2019:  Gill Hastings 
October/November/December 2019: Jill Liddiatt 
January/February/Mach 2020:  Valerie Brooks 
April/May/June 2020:   Pam Mays 
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Dursley:   Joint Presidency: Sue Allen & Pam England 
 

As with many clubs, we struggle to find members to take 
on being President, so I agreed that I would be President 
again but this time jointly with Pam England. We both 
have very busy lives at the moment so we felt this would 
work well. 
Since I joined Inner Wheel in 1991, I have been Club 
President twice, Club Treasurer twice, Club Secretary and  
Club Membership Officer. 
I have been District Treasurer and District Secretary both 

for 3 years and then District Chairman in 2008/2009. 
I was very honoured to be asked to be Deputy Hostess to Phyllis Charter in 
her year as Association President.  This was an amazing job, which I enjoyed 
so much that I continued on the Association Conference Committee for 3 
years. Following that I became Member of Council for 2 years. 
Last year I took on the role of Association Conference Chairman, a massive 
job, which seems to have taken over my life but is very enjoyable.  I am 
hoping to be able to continue this for another 2 years.  
I feel very lucky to have 3 wonderful Children and 9 fantastic grandchildren, 
6 boys and 3 girls ranging from 5 years to 25 years.  I enjoy every moment 
spent with them and am so lucky that they all live very close. 
I am very much looking forward to working with Pam in the coming year.  

Sue Allen  
 
I am a Welsh Lass who came up to Dursley with my 
husband Doug to practice optometry in 1962.  We have 
2 sons, 4 lovely granddaughters, 2 grandsons and a step 
grandson ranging in age from 15-30 years and are soon 
to be great grandparents. 
We enjoy going over to our home in Spain whenever we 
can, mainly for a few weeks in the winter, May and early 

Autumn. 
When Doug joined Rotary in 1963, I went along to an Inner Wheel Meeting 
in Dursley with great trepidation.  I am now in my 55th year in Inner Wheel, 
seen many changes, and have never regretted a moment.  This will be my 
sixth time as Dursley President, this time sharing the position with Sue Allen. 
I am very honoured that Club Members are willing to have me in the chair 
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yet again.  I have also been Secretary and Extension Organiser, now known 
as Membership Officer. 
From 1972/77 we spent 5 years in The Bahamas, where I experienced the 
wonderful friendship of Inner Wheel when I joined the Non-Districted Nassau 
Club, where I served as Secretary and President during my time with them. 
I have also greatly enjoyed the experience over the years of serving on our 
District as Chairman, Secretary and Member of Council.  
At Association level I was on the Conference Committee, then Conference 
Chairman and Constitution Chairman. 

Pam England

 

Gloucester:   Hilary Cass 

This will be my second term of office as President. Who 
knows I may get it right this time  
I am a Gloucester 'girl' although I now live in a village 
outside the city.   I joined Inner Wheel after I retired from 
hairdressing, having owned my own salon and then I 
became a lecturer at Gloucester College of F.E., teaching 
hairdressing for twenty years. 
Sadly I lost my husband Mike twelve years ago but I have 

two sons who now have two children each, so I keep busy ! 
I also enjoy flower arranging, gardening , playing golf, volunteering with a 
Child Contact Centre , and acting as Church Warden for my church. 
I am hoping to support my son Matthew in this coming year as he will be 
President of the Rotary Club of Gloucester in their 100th year ………Is this a 
first mother and son duo ? 

 
 

Hereford Wye Valley:  Anne Nevelos 
 

I was born in Kingston-upon-Hull, the middle of 3 sisters, 
and enjoyed my school days particularly when I discovered 
my passion for music.  I learnt the recorder at about 9 
years old and graduated to the flute at 12 years old.  Very 
quickly I found myself playing in several orchestras, music 
festivals and spending most school holidays attending 
music schools or travelling abroad with the East Riding 

Youth Orchestra.  Leaving school, I went to Leeds to train as a radiographer 
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which I loved and there discovered the Leeds Symphony Orchestra.  I joined 
the orchestra and (apart from occasional maternity leave) was a member for 
over 30 years. 
Whilst working at Leeds Infirmary, I met my husband (who was a junior 
doctor from Hungary).  We have 3 children; 2 boys who both live and work 
in the US and a daughter who now lives in Hereford.  The boys have 2 children 
each so I have a good excuse for travelling to the US frequently.  Sadly, my 
husband died 18 years ago and I then moved to Herefordshire in 2005.  Not 
knowing many people here, I joined various organisations and made some 
lovely friends.   
Since breaking my wrist rather badly, I no longer play the flute but enjoy 
going to concerts both here and in Budapest which I visit frequently to see 
my late husband's family.  One of my main interests is the Courtyard where I 
am a Patron.  I also volunteer to help fundraising for Marie Curie and help at 
the Wildlife Trust. 
I joined Inner Wheel about 3 years ago and really appreciate the fun and 
friendship in the Club.  I'm looking forward (albeit with some trepidation!) to 
my year as President. 

 
 

Leominster:   Heather Phillips, jointly with Julia Smith 
 

Hello everyone! 
I first joined the Inner Wheel Club of Leominster in 
1991, a few years after moving to Luston from 
Lancashire.  I am now looking forward to my fifth 
term as President, once again sharing it with my 
friend Julia, also a past President. This year I shall 
be number two, and Julia will be number one, 
though I expect that as last year, we shall each take 
alternate meetings whilst this time Julia gets all the 

emails!  I married my husband, Brook, in 1996 and whilst on honeymoon in 
Majorca, we celebrated by watching England win the World Cup!  We have 
two lovely sons and daughters-in-law and four wonderful grandchildren. My 
hobbies include watching all wild life, photography, reading, travelling to out 
of the way places, cross stitch and word puzzles, the latter in the somewhat 
forlorn hope of improving my spelling! 

Heather Phillips 
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I shall be taking on the Presidency for 2019-20, again 
jointly with Heather Phillips.  This will be my third term 
of office, the first being in 2016, when my husband and 
I were President of both Rotary and Inner Wheel at the 
same time. 
Tony and I have now been married for 41 years.  We 
have two daughters, Harriet, who lives in Melbourne, 
Australia, and Eleanor, who lives in Cirencester.  She 
and her husband Paul have two children, Emily and 

Toby, and a dog called Ringo. 
I remain busy with Church commitments, sport and as a member of a group 
called Compassionate Communities, where we help to support those in need. 
Before retiring I was a secondary school teacher in the Humanities' 
Department. 
I look forward to continuing to enjoy the warmth and friendship that Inner 
Wheel provides 

Julia Smith 

 
Malvern:   Kathryn Bannister-Harding 
 

Here we are celebrating our club's 71st year and 
my third time as president.  I'm looking forward 
to the coming year as our members are so 
supportive and enthusiastic.  This will also be a 
special year for me as I head into my 60's.  One 
thing I have learnt from friends who have had 
more birthdays than me is to enjoy it all while you 
can.  You never know when you won't be able to 

walk up the Malvern Hills or chase the dog, so this is my year of adventure 
and fun.  The list includes paintballing (I know it will hurt but what the heck), 
canoeing down the Wye Valley, paddle boarding, climbing Snowdon and 
going to a festival.  I have also found out there is a German style bierkeller in 
Cheltenham and as a beer lover that sounds like a must.  The love of my life?  
My husband Bruce of course, closely followed by our son Oliver and our 
cocker spaniel Winston.  Winston and I have been agility training for two 
years now and we love it.  The challenge of each course with its tunnels, 
jumps and see-saw really stimulates Winston mentally as well as physically.  
In between all this I hope to get in as many occasions as possible to meet 
more members throughout the district.  It is always interesting at fellowships 
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getting to know other members even briefly, we all have so much experience 
to share. 
If ever you want an evening out and a meal, there is always a warm welcome 
for you on the first Tuesday of each month at the Worcester Golf Club. 

 
Newent:   Gill Brown and Pauline Drury 

 

My name is Gill Brown and I'm looking forward to being 
joint President with Pauline for the coming year. I was 
born in Stroud and raised in Gloucester, going to the 
local grammar school (where Pauline was also a 
student) before escaping to London where I was a 
student nurse at University College Hospital. It was here 
that I met my husband Richard who was a dental 
student at the time.  When we had both qualified we 
got married and after a year of living in Watchet, 

Somerset we moved to Gloucester as Richard was offered a position in a local 
practice. After two years living in Gloucester in my parents old house we 
moved to Taynton where we have been lucky enough to be for the last 40 
odd years. We have three grown up children and four gorgeous 
grandchildren.  Our daughter Kate lives in Melbourne Australia, Michael and 
his wife live in Kingswood near Wotton-under-Edge and Chris and his wife in 
Cornwall 

Gill Brown 
 

This will be my third time as President and I am looking forward to sharing 
office with Gill, a special friend from school days. Gill's father was our family 
GP and we have many local and family connections to share and reminisce. 
Having had a mum in Inner Wheel and a dad in Rotary, I feel the ropes are 
well known but times have changed a bit and we now have to "go with the 
flow". 
Sport has dominated my life, hence a few years at PE college, which led to 
teaching at secondary schools in Bristol and Cheltenham.  Then after 
marrying my husband, Chris, and after having three children, primary age 
groups at school took over and I was fortunate to be involved in the life of 
lovely schools. 
Home life is hectic with six grandchildren and another on the way, but I am 
very lucky to have them all living close at hand and enjoy the family get-
togethers at home so much. 
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This Summer will see me retire from teaching and the children, 
grandchildren, garden, tennis court, and caravan breaks on the Gower await. 

Pauline Drury 

 
North Wilts:   Daphne Helyer and Ruth Hillier 

 

As last year, our club is finding it difficult to get 
members to stand as President, so to avoid the club 
folding, myself and Ruth Hillier have decided to share 
the year once again.  We both have been President 
before, Ruth many times ! 
I joined Inner Wheel after retiring from my career as a 
Physical Education teacher. 
I am married to Mike, who has been a Rotarian for 30 
years, and we have four children and eight 

grandchildren.  One son lives in California, and one in Australia, so we are 
often on a plane!  Fortunately, we enjoy travelling, and have several holidays 
a year. 
We have always been involved in sport, and are both keen golfers, and enjoy 
cycling, and walking. 
Ruth and I look forward to another good year in Inner Wheel. 

Daphne Helyer 

 
Pershore:   Sue Braysher 

I was born and raised in Reading, where I studied 
catering and set up a successful catering company.  In 
the early eighties my husband and I were actively 
involved in working with children.  We started youth 
groups and led holiday clubs which expanded to 
looking after foreign students on the south coast.  
During this time we trained to be foster carers, 
specialising in teenage children.  It has been very 
rewarding, helping and watching both our own and 
foster children grow through difficult and new 

experiences.  We prided ourselves in offering a warm and welcoming home 
which we still do today with the ever-revolving door of our children and now 
grandchildren.  In my spare time I love going to the theatre and seeing West 
End shows, with friends. 
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I joined Inner Wheel in 2015 to support local charities and have been actively 
involved in fund raising. Through Inner wheel, I have found great friendships 
and participated in the many activities offered.  
As President of Pershore Inner Wheel, I hope to promote the good work 
through fundraising for local charities and celebrating the unique 
opportunities this offers. 
 

 
 
Royal Forest of Dean:   Pat Dazeley 
 

I was born in Stroud and attended school there.  
Prior to marrying Philip I worked at Wycliffe College 
and later the Star College in Cheltenham.  Philip and 
I have one son, Gareth and he and his wife have two 
delightful little girls aged six and nearly two.  
Hobbies include travel, reading, gardening, helping 
with Church lunch club and dementia group and the 
local talking newspaper. 
 
I joined Ross-on-Wye Inner Wheel in 2003 and held 

a variety of offices there.  I later transferred to the Royal Forest of Dean Club 
and was made very welcome.  I am so grateful to the members for the 
support they gave me when I agreed to stand for the office of District 
Chairman In 2016, having previously served as District Treasurer.  I am now 
looking forward to being of service to my own Club as President in the coming 
year. 
 

 
Stroud:  Members of Stroud are sharing the Presidency this year 
 

 
 

 

Thornbury:    Chris Marsh 
I was born in Manchester and moved to Bristol in the sixties, where I met my 
husband Chris. Last year we celebrated our Golden Wedding.  We have a son 
and daughter and two grandsons, who have been born since my first time as 
President twelve years ago. I am looking forward to a year of fellowship and 
friendship. 

 

 



18 

 

 
Worcester Severn:   Sue Fitzjohn 

 

I was introduced to my husband Peter by a 
mutual friend, just before moving 180 miles 
away.  The long distance relationship lasted 
however and we have been happily married for 
50 years.  We have lived in an old property in 
Kempsey in Worcestershire for forty years. We 
have two terrific, married children, three 
beautiful granddaughters and two miniature 
long haired dachshunds that now seem to rule 
the house. 

Trained as a Primary School teacher, I loved my vocation, becoming a 
Primary School Headteacher, Diocesan Inspector and Improvement 
Officer.  I have continued my involvement with Primary Education as 
a Governor of a local school and a Trustee of a multi academy trust.  
When husband Peter joined Worcester Severn Rotary, I was 
immediately welcomed into Worcester Severn Inner Wheel which is a 
lively club with lovely, enthusiastic members who enjoy each other's 
company. I always say 'I bat for both sides' as I also became a Rotarian 
ten years ago.  Last year brought me a few health issues in the form 
of a broken shoulder, breast and lung cancer.  However, the loving 
support I received from the family and from everyone in Inner Wheel 
and Rotary was so caring and encouraging it certainly aided my 
recovery.  It will be a joy to be the President of Inner Wheel as 
everyone works as a team so I have no doubt that all my mistakes will 
be covered and we will have fun. 

 
 

Daffynitions !! 

Propaganda: a gentlemanly goose  

Intense:  where campers sleep 

Dilate:  exceed average life expectancy 

Alarms:  what an octopus is 

Information:  how geese fly 

Baloney:  where your shin is located 

Relief:  what trees do in the spring 
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CLUB NEWS 
 
 
 

 
Chipping Sodbury (1984)                 43 Members 
 

President: Barbara Bennett 
The New Year began in January with a visit from Mike Rowlands who talked 
about Policing in the 1960s.  How things have changed! 
We were joined by Rotarians and their partners in February to hear a 
fascinating talk by Jane Bambury about the history of Arnos Vale Cemetery. 
We also held our annual Frugal Lunch at Jenny Nuttall's home, where we 
enjoyed delicious homemade soups, bread and cheese, had a Raffle and 
Bring and Buy Stall.  All money raised goes towards our International 
Charities. 
In March we had a talk from Peter Bruce about the Winterbourne Hatters 
who made felt hats out of wool and fur.  They were also among the first 
groups of workers to form a Trade Union. 
Our April meeting was a celebration of our Charter, and was a very good night 
to welcome two new members, Sheena Payne and Linda Swainger.  We hope 
that they enjoyed their time with us.  We all tucked in to a fantastic variety 
of buffet food and a glass of bubbly - a very relaxed evening just having a chat 
and a catch up.   
President Barbara attended the National Conference in Cardiff and we are 
looking forward to hearing all about it  
We are having a foliage arranging workshop at our next meeting, run by 
Eileen Garnham, one of our members who is a florist. 
June is the month of our AGM and in July we are holding our Handover 
Meeting at The Old Ship in Luckington, when Liz will take over as President. 
We continue to support Rotary at their Classic Car Run and Band Concert for 
the Elderly as well as enjoying informal get togethers at the cinema , having 
coffee and visiting a Garden Centre. 
We have recently had polo shirts and sweaters made with our Inner Wheel 
logo on so we shall all be very smart when we appear in public en-masse  

Jenny Tucker 
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CIRENCESTER (1962 )                   27 Members 
President: Judy Lloyd 
 

World Inner Wheel Day was celebrated at Jenny's house with a bring and 
share lunch. Alan Welsford gave an interesting, illustrated talk on the Loire 
valley. 

In January we had our 
joint meeting with Rotary 
at the Royal Agricultural 
College. 
Air Commodore Barbara 
Cooper CBE talked about 
her career in the RAF. 
In February President 
Judy, with three other 
members, were given a 
tour of the local Food 
Bank.  At the end of the 

tour they presented a cheque with money raised from the soup kitchen. 
At our dinner/short business meeting we welcomed new member Jan and 
shared photographic memories, and many Inner Wheel ladies joined Rotary 
at the Stratton Hotel to celebrate their 90 years Charter Night. 
In March we celebrated our International evening.  Rebecca Miller came from 
London to talk about the charity she fundraises for.  It is AMREF, a charity 
based in Nairobi, Kenya, but works in 22 countries.  Health is a human right 
and this charity helps train health workers and provides equipment especially 
for pregnant women. 
President Judy, Nic and myself attended the conference in Cardiff.  It was a 
very enjoyable and enlightening conference. At the end of April we held our 
Interclub at the Royal Agricultural College.  70 Inner Wheel members were 
present.  The speaker was Dr Gillian White who gave us a talk on 'Bess of 
Hardwick'.  It was an informative, amusing and expertly delivered talk.  Gillian 
bought history alive. 
President Judy and other members have attended Interclubs in the region. 
Myself and President Judy are attending Malvern and Pershore in May. 
Finally huge congratulations and best wishes to Cynthia who reaches a 
milestone birthday in May.  All your Inner Wheel friends wish you a very 

happy birthday.                Beryl Jones 
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Clevedon (1948)                 24 members 
President: Ann Fox 
 

We started the new year celebrating World Inner Wheel Day and spending a 
great time at a day care centre for dementia patients.  We played interactive 
games used to promote memory and shared tea and cakes. 
Social Tuesday once a month and a meal out is always popular as are toasted 
teacakes at Sue K's house as a fund raiser for Brain Tumour Support, our 
charity for the year.  The MacMillan Quiz exceeded all expectations and the 
venue also allowed us to raise more funds for our own charity with proceeds 
from a raffle. 
Monica won the very valuable 
(tongue in cheek) challenge 
trophy (it's minute) at this year's 
beetle drive - we have no idea 
how she managed it!  No doubt 
battle will commence again next 
year. 
March kept us busy with a lunch 
for our International charity at 
Frances's house, and later in the 
month a talk by Jane Couch 
MBE.  Jane was the first UK 
woman boxer. She fought 
abroad as it was illegal for her to fight in this country.  She campaigned for 
her rights and eventually won, making boxing for women as we recognise it 
today.  Quite fascinating, and the telling of her story is now of interest to the 
BBC.   
A visit to a local micro-brewery proved a success, learning about its history 
and of course sampling the goodies.  A buffet was provided, and as food was 
on offer, we were highly delighted!  Strange how food always sparks an 
interest! We have a cream tea to look forward to and a Murder Mystery 
dinner put together by the local Senior School in the near future.  The year 
will end with our annual speaking competition, working with the junior 
schools in the town.  
We are a happy, supportive club, there for all our members, and enjoying 

each other's company.               Sue Harmer 

 
Club News continues on page 26 

 

Presentation of Beetle Drive challenge 
trophy!! 
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ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 2019 - CARDIFF 
 

As this year's Conference was in Cardiff it was 
just a short hop across the border for the 
band of twelve who represented Gloucester 
Club. 
After registration at the Conference Centre 
we eagerly checked out the retail stalls and 
some of us soon found a little number to 
tempt us ! 
That evening we met with Stroud Club and 
enjoyed dinner together, renewing 
friendships and making new ones. 
We were early to our seats the next day to 
hear Association President Ann Acaster open 
the Conference with a welcome to all.  We 

always look forward to the opening worship and this year was exceptional as 
the Rev. Kate Bottley (of TV fame) led the service.  What a character, she is 
like a breath of fresh air! 
One of her comments before the collection was to remember that folded 
notes make less noise than clanking coins!  Oh, and as I told my Vicar they 
have champagne for Communion at Easter! 
The following session reported the statistics for the past year.  The Inner 
Wheel movement in Great Britain and Ireland is 95 years old.  There are 
14,000 members over 29 Districts supporting around 248 charities. 
Reports from officers of Association were given and cheques presented to 
the relevant charities.  Inner Wheel ladies are indeed ingenious at raising 
funds. 
Esther Rantzen, who was due to speak about Silverline was taken ill during  
the night.  We were fortunate that our own Eileen Hammond, a former 
Trustee of Silverline was able to speak to us in the absence of Esther. 
That evening we enjoyed dinner with friends from Dundee followed by a 
Floral Demonstration with the very flamboyant Andrew Grisewood, and our 
President Jean was delighted to win a display as one of the raffle prizes .  
The next day brought the AGM and the business side of the Conference.  As 
predicted membership has reduced and therefore subscriptions with it. To 
ensure that we stay afloat we were told that Association Capitation needed 
to be raised by £4 to £19.  This was put to the vote and was passed. 
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Another motion was for the Head Office to move out of London to reduce 
costs, but this was overruled. 
Further motions proposed that a Margarette Golding day be adopted as a 
day to celebrate our founder and another to celebrate International 
Women's Day.  Both were lost as it was thought that International Inner 
Wheel Day was sufficient to celebrate in one year .  
There was much debate about encouraging new members and how to go 
about it if we are to go forward. 
Our last evening was dancing to a Blues Brothers band, a great finale to our 
week before wandering back to our hotel for our final nightcap with aching 
feet, but happy memories. 
Our thanks to Conference Chairman Sue Allen from Dursley who organised a 
faultless event, well done.     Next Year, Belfast ! 

Hilary Cass, Gloucester 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
Association President Ann Acaster 

with Vice President Enid Law 

Members from Pershore 
bright and early to get a good seat 
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Clevedon Members Meeting up with 
Facebook Friends 

 Revd Kate Bottley who took the morning 
Service and was also a most delightful and 

entertaining speaker 

 
Hints of Pink !! 

Guess Who's  'in the Pink'?? 
A Forester perhaps!! 
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Floral entertainer Andrew Grisewood 
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Club News continued 
 

CLIFTON (1969)                  33 Members 
Presidents: Lesley Addison,  Hazel Perry & Gill Bonham 
 

We welcomed Lesley into the Chair for her two month stint as President.  
January was rather quiet after the hectic run up to Christmas but we were 
pleased to welcome District Chairman, Gill Scott, to our January meeting who 
we found to be very entertaining and down to earth.  We continued with the 
usual monthly meetings of Knit & Knat, Ladies who Lunch, and cakes for 
Project One25. 
February saw us trial a lunchtime meeting with a meal at Ciao's (local Italian 
restaurant).  Past President Jill Liddiatt hosted a coffee/sandwich lunch in aid 
of our Overseas Charity The Vine Project.  It was very well supported and a 
great success. 
In March we welcomed Hazel to the Chair and she began her stint supporting 
Rotary's Swimarathon by joining with her daughter and granddaughter to 
swim a magnificent 167 lengths!! with sponsorship going to our Overseas 
Charity.  Our annual Quiz Night took place on the 8th March (it's usually in 
January) but it proved to be a great success with a maximum number of 
guests enjoying the excellent food and quizzing!   At our March meeting we 
welcomed Rotarian Neville Mays who gave us a talk entitled "One Man's 
War" which was absolutely fascinating.  On the 18th half a dozen members 
attended a meeting of the Gateway Club to entertain them with their version 
of The Weakest Link.  It's always done in fancy dress and this year's theme 
was BREXIT!!  Each member had a letter and when they stood in line it spelt 
out BREXIT!  A good time was had by all. 
At our April meeting we welcomed Mr Alan Hares who spoke on "From 
Beijing via Mongolia to Moscow on the Trans-Mongolian/Siberian Railway". 
At our May meeting we will welcome Gill to take the helm for the next two 
months as we look forward to our Handover on 18th June. 

Jennie Vittle 
 

If corn oil is made from corn and vegetable oil is made from 

vegetables, then what is baby oil made from ?? 

 

Does pushing the elevator button more than once ever make it 

arrive faster ?? 
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DURSLEY (1960)                  38 members 
President : Gill Davis 
 

'Here we are again, happy as can be, all good pals and jolly good company' 
 

This should definitely be an Inner Wheel cry – whether we are holding events 
to raise money for good causes home and abroad or taking part in interesting 
and fun social activities. 
Our charity events have included a Sunday lunch prepared by members  at 
our local Community Centre (yes there were yummy desserts!) attended by 
60 and in aid of Mercy Ships, a coffee morning at the home of Fiona Chandler 
in aid of Target Ovarian Cancer and this month a jewellery afternoon to raise 
money for Intercare who send medical aid to rural health units in the poorest 
parts of Africa.   
President Gill wished to donate to local causes and donations were sent to  
six local charities who do such good work in our community. 
A Spa morning at Tortworth Court was much enjoyed although sadly our  
Skittles -v- Newent was lost – still good fun though.   An outing to the training 
centre for Guide Dogs for the Blind plans to be interesting and informative,   
In June we look forward to the annual get together of Ladies' Clubs in and 
around Dursley – a fun evening of Beetle this year followed by supper and a 
chance to find out more what each Club does.   
With many interesting speakers during the year the one that stands out is 
the talk by Lesley Higgins who described how she and a friend, through sheer 
determination, set up the high end White House Wedding Boutique 10 years 
ago.  During these very busy years the highlight for them was to provide the 
wedding dress and bridesmaids outfits for the Wedding of Zara Phillips. 
Gill was delighted to re-induct Liz Budden as a member  and we have several 
other prospective members in the pipeline. 
At Cardiff Conference we were 12 in number with several of our newer 
members attending for the first time.  What a time to be there to enjoy the 
results of member Sue Allen's first year as Conference Chairman. 
Sue will share the Presidency of Dursley next year with Pam England, both 
having held this position several times before.  We know we are in 
experienced good hands. 

Pauline Darby 
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GLOUCESTER (1931)                 35 members 
President:  Jean Toy 
 

Our World Inner Wheel Day was most enjoyable this year as it was held at a 
very special church in the beautiful grounds of Highnam Court on the 
outskirts of Gloucester. 
It was built in the 1850's by the owner Thomas Gambier Parry who dedicated 
the church to the memory of his wife who tragically died very young.  Their 
son, Hubert Parry, was made famous for composing the music for Blake's 
poem, "Jerusalem". 
President Jean welcomed 38 members and partners to the service and then 
to lunch at a nearby restaurant. 
Past President Joy and husband Trevor invited us all for the annual pancake 
morning which is very popular.  The proceeds are sent to International so it's 
a very pleasant way to raise funds ! 
Twelve of us travelled to Cardiff for the annual Conference, a short hop over 
the border!  What a wonderful  time we had listening to inspirational 
speakers and enjoying the company of friends in other clubs.  Any member 
who hasn't attended before, please come next year to Belfast - it's a great 
way to learn more about the running of our organisation and have fun and 
fellowship catching up with friends, and making new ones. 
We look forward to including four new members this summer, one of whom 
is a speaker who was so impressed with our warm and friendly welcome that 
she decided to join us!     

Hilary Cass 

 
Hereford Wye Valley (1983)                42 members 
President:  Liz Hodgkinson 
 

As a club we celebrated World Inner Wheel Day in January with a 'Bring and 
Share' lunch.  It was a lovely social 
occasion and an opportunity to 
raise funds for our International 
charities and also to collect 
packets and tins of biscuits which 
we delivered to organisations 
within our local community 
including the Hereford Food Bank. 
On a cold and wet day in February 
some of our Club members  
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planted a climbing rose in the Blackfriars Rose Gardens in commemoration 
of the 100th Anniversary of World War 1.  If you are ever in Hereford this 
hidden corner of tranquillity in a busy city is well worth a visit.    
Our Rotarian friends from the three Hereford Rotary Clubs were entertained 
with a delicious supper prepared by our members.  The puddings, in 
particular, went down a treat.  This enjoyable evening also helped to fill up 
the Charity coffers. 
We were delighted to welcome District Chairman Gill Scot to our meeting in 
March and to present her with a cheque for Amyloidosis Research, a charity 
close to her heart.    
In April our Beetle Drive was a wonderful success with all monies raised going 
to President Liz's chosen Charity - Canine Partners.  The hall filled with 
laughter as bugs of every shape and size were created.  We look forward to 
our Fellowship Lunch when we invite former members of our Club to come 
back for a visit.    
We continue to ensure that we support all aspects of Inner Wheel with 
members attending District meetings, the Association Conference in Cardiff 
(including one of our members standing in for the Guest Speaker, Dame 
Esther Rantzen!), and many District 10 Interclubs.  Our skittles team has 
enjoyed success but it is not about winning - just another lovely opportunity 
to meet other Inner Wheel members from the District. 
Our Entertainment officer has arranged a super programme of visits 
including lunch prepared by students at The Cider Orchard Restaurant at 
Hereford and Ludlow College.  
President Liz's year has flown past and we are all very appreciative of the 
opportunities and events that we have shared as members of Inner Wheel. 

Carol Langstaff 
 

Leominster (1949)                 Members 24 
Presidents:  Julia Smith and Heather Phillips 
 

This coming year Julia Smith will be Senior President with Heather Phillips 
sharing duties. 
2019 began with World Inner Wheel Day celebrated at the home of Heather 
Phillips with some very tasty soups followed by delicious deserts - not ideal 
for the waistline just after Christmas.  We had invited Ian Pedrick, President 
of Leominster Rotary, to tell us a bit more about the work of ladies in South 
Africa who we send our used tea bags to.  They live in the small township of 
Imizamo Yethu.  Ian and his Wife visit them there every year.  He showed us 
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a film of the lovely items they make from the dried and emptied tea bags.  
Visit online ' The Original Tea Bag Company '  to see these items.  You will 
be amazed by what they produce 
In February we visited The About Face Theatre Group in Leominster.  This is 
a group of people with learning difficulties who make the most wonderful 
hand puppets and tell stories. 
We took part in the first round of the District Skittles and lost by one point. 
Rotary joined us again this year at Morrisons to collect for Marie Curie. 
People say "It's  the Hats" that encourage a donation.  District Chairman Gill 
Scott joined us for lunch at The Riverside Inn on 13th March.  A group of us 
attended the Beetle Drive organised by Hereford Wye Valley Inner Wheel 
Club, great fun and a very successful afternoon.   The market stall we have 
been holding on the 1st Friday of each month on market day in Corn Square, 
Leominster has proved to be a good money raiser just by selling Books and 
Bric a Brac.  This has also given us a chance to let people know who Inner 
Wheel are and what we do.   
Our speakers have been varied and interesting. Also our monthly Coffee 
Mornings keep us all in touch. 
Again this year we are involved with Leominster in Bloom and have again 
taken on organising the display in the Buttercross Arcade. (see separate 
article later in magazine-Ed)  The theme this year is Alice in Wonderland.  
Some of you may remember the success we had with the Poppies last year. 

Jan Foyle 

 
MALVERN (1949)                 29 members 
President: Anne Jeffries 
 

The year was started by our traditional, far from Frugal, Supper in the lovely 
home of Sonia, one of our members.  We all help cook a two course meal. 
And then pay for it!  A raffle is also included, and money raised is distributed 
to our overseas section. 
Our first Speaker of the year was Arthur, from Hope Carriers Trust, who 
organises transportation of all our knitted Blankets and baby clothes to 
Romania.  We regularly hold 'Knit -ins' for enthusiastic knitters willing to 
contribute.  Wool has been given us from various sources. 
March saw us helping the children at the annual Rotary Pancake race, held 
in Priory Park. 
We also rocked to 'Abba' with the Rotary at Malvern Theatre. 
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We had an interesting Partners' evening, when the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham came to the meeting, together with her assistant , and explained 
the dreadful process of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), which so many 
young girls have to suffer.  This should be stopped.  A campaign is in process 
to ban this, but despite being illegal in this country, it is a very wide spread 
practice and we were shocked by both the procedures and the statistics.  
At the time of writing Malvern is about to celebrate our 70th Birthday at our 
Interclub meeting in May.  Thank you every one for your support this year. 
For the fourth year running I attended, as Malvern Delegate, the Conference 
in Cardiff, and apart from the disappointment of not listening to Esther 
Rantzen, who was ill, thoroughly enjoyed it.  
We have lost another of our hard working members this year, Betty Shuker, 
who died after a long illness, but will be well remembered. 
We thank Anne Jefferies for standing as President for the year, and welcome 
Kathryn Bannnister-Harding as our President for 2019/20.  This will be her 
third time of holding this office.   
We wish her success but I do not think many of us will be joining her if she 
suggests we walk twenty five miles with her, as she has already done! 

Sylvia Miles 

 
NEWENT & DISTRICT                 19 Members 
President:  Judith Taylor   
 

The busy festive season left us all feeling rather jaded so it was with relief we 
began the New Year with a thought-provoking talk by Severn Freewheelers- 
Blood Runners, which proved to us all that the often used phrase "a matter 
of life and death" really is true in their case.  
January also saw us hosting our annual tea party for the Dolphin Club, a local 
group of disabled young people.  Much dancing was done, games were 
played and a delicious tea went down well with our guests.   
In February our guest speaker gave us a fascinating talk about Katherine Parr, 
who, having survived Henry VIII, went on to be a lady of some substance and 
power in her own right.   
Our March meeting was the Election of our Officers for next year. Following 
tradition we also had a Bring and Buy table to raise funds for the charity being 
supported by the District International Service Officer as well as collecting 
together an amazing assortment of bras for International…..what pretty 
underwear we like!   
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One of our members invited us to her kitchen in April so that we could enjoy 
a demonstration of Asian cookery.  The lovely spicy smells were very inviting 
and we all enjoyed sampling the finished dishes at the end of the evening. I 
am sure there was a run on coriander, paprika, chillies and saffron at the local 
supermarket after that evening! 
With two meetings to go we look forward to a fun evening of games in May 
and our AGM with supper in June. 

Ruth Martin 
 

PERSHORE (1967)                 34 Members 
Presidents: Anne Angood and Lynn Lucchese 
 

Over 120 women celebrated the 100th Anniversary of International Women's 
Day by attending an afternoon of inspirational women speakers which 
members of Pershore Club organised and hosted.  The speakers had been, or 
still are, leaders in their fields, had achieved success in extraordinary feats, 
or were doing amazing things to support each other and the community. 
They included the Paralympian swimmer, Becky Redfearn (who wants her 
World Record back); Sam Uren (the Engineer whose current projects include 
Worcester Parkway Station); Avril Rowlands (TV dramatist); Sue Riches 
(author and Arctic Explorer) and Helen Whitwell (Forensic Pathologist who 
was an advisor for Silent Witness). 
Cate Cody explained how we could all reduce household waste to almost 
zero, Emma and Jo from Leagues4you enthused us to consider taking up 

sports again and told us of the new 
opportunities that are available in 
Pershore for those of us who haven't 
dared think of such things for years.  
Three young women talked of the 
challenges in their lives which had 
brought them together to support each 
other and which had given rise to their 
taking on challenges to help raise money 
for good causes (their next event 
together is taking part in the Snowden 
Charity Challenge).  Profits were split 
between the Multiple System Atrophy 
Trust and the provision of toilets in 
schools in Sri Lanka. 

 

Lynn Luchesse gets ready 

for the catwalk 
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Ten days later Pershore Inner Wheel organised a Fashion Show, in 
partnership with M & Co at their High Street shop.  Tickets were a sell-out 
and the fun-packed evening raised money for Pershore Inner Wheel's chosen 
charity for this year – the Multiple System Atrophy Trust.  The models, 
members of Inner Wheel and friends, chose outfits from the items sold by M 
& Co and what a varied and stylish selection they made.  It may not have 
been a Paris catwalk but our "cool cats" could certainly walk the walk in 
Pershore! 
As I write this, plans are underway for our May venture – Pershore's 
Interclub, with a Barbara Cartland twist, see you there! 

Sue Hartley-Bennett 

 
ROYAL FOREST OF DEAN (1982)                31 members 
President: Lynn Ellis 
 

At our January meeting we welcomed Yvonne and Esther from the Foodbank 
who explained the work carried out in the 3 distribution centres in the Forest 
of Dean.  They were presented with a cheque together with food donations 
which had been brought in by members. It was agreed to continue to collect 
donations for the Foodbank at our regular meetings. 
A further cheque was presented to member Pat Dazeley who will liaise with 
Kloof Rotary Anns in South Africa to purchase sanitary packs for 30 girls which 
will last them through their high school education. 
February was a business meeting, then in March we started with a book sale. 
After our meal Maggie and Angela gave a talk about Buddy Bags. These are 
rucksacks of essential items given to children entering refuges.  Since the 
Buddy Bag Foundation was started they have distributed 18000 bags to 
children under 16.  One of the items included in the bags is a knitted teddy, 
so members are starting to make these for the charity. 
The last Sunday in March we 'manned' the 'T'-shirt tent and sold 
refreshments at the Spring Half Marathon, organised by Rotary.  Once again 
the home made cakes were very popular with both runners and supporters, 
the main problem seemed to be which cake to choose! 
In April we were shown how to make some lovely floral displays by Jackie 
Beard. She very generously gave every arrangement as a raffle prize and we 
had some very happy winners. 
May saw us welcome Rotary members to our meeting as we heard from the 
Severn Freewheelers, an emergency voluntary service.  This group of 
advanced and very dedicated motorcyclists provide a free out of hours 
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courier service delivering blood and other essential medical items between 
NHS facilities in Hereford & Worcester, Gloucester and North Wiltshire.  
                    Sue Boulter 

 
 

STROUD (1935)                  20 members 
President: Jane Tiley 
 

International Women's Day, 8th March, found us on the forecourt of Stroud 
Subscription Rooms for the launch of our Campaign for Period Poverty – 
dignity for women and girls.  We were grateful for the support of Phyllis 
Charter, International Vice President and Jane Peak, Vice Chairman, District 
10, who joined us.  We were also pleased to have received a letter of 
encouragement from the Bishop of Gloucester, Rt. Revd. Rachel Treweek 
who endorsed the campaign. 
Entertaining and informative speakers have enlivened our business 
meetings.  We continue enjoy get-togethers in each others' houses for a cup 
of tea and a chat once a month.  A Peace Rose has been planted in Victory 
Park in Stroud on our behalf and we are awaiting a suitable plaque. 
The Club congratulated our hard working Secretary Wendy Fowles on her 
appointment as Member of Council and we wish her well. 
Six of our members attended the Association Conference and returned full 
of enthusiasm for the quality of the speakers and entertainment. 
Jill Hurran hosted a coffee morning at her home, delightfully named Pleasure 
Farm, in aid of the Willow Trust which is totally self-funding and such a 
worthwhile cause.  Jill, with Mary Hale, Hilary Lambert and Pat Gilmore are 
volunteers on The Trust's two purpose built boats which take severely 
disabled and ill adults and children on free trips on the Gloucester-Sharpness 
Canal to enjoy a day of freedom and fun. 
As I write we are looking forward to the Summer Events and rushing towards 
our AGM and Handover.  President Jane will be handing over to five members 
who will be sharing the Presidency next year 

Cicely Rawll 
 

Thornbury (1978)                 28 members 
President:  Joan Josey 
January proved to be a very entertaining and social month beginning with 
our Post Christmas meal.  This year we were joined by seven guests who 
added greatly to the jollity of the evening.  Our partners and friends joined 
us for what turned out to be our not so frugal 'Frugal Lunch' on World Inner 
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Wheel day (I did see one or two of our husbands sneaking a third helping of 
the wonderful cottage pie). 
Later in the month we helped Rotary, supplying food and selling raffle tickets 
at their Male Voice Choir evening in the Armstrong Hall, Thornbury.  A huge 
success and a good fund raiser for both groups.  Early March found many of 
us helping Rotary again with their annual Swimarathon, counting lanes swum 
and announcing progress of the swimmers.  
Later in March we held our main fundraiser, coincidently a choir.  This time 
we were entertained by our President and the choir she is a member of, 
Fascinating Rhythm, together with their junior choir.  Both were magnificent, 
their harmonies enhanced by the acoustics of Olveston church.  We raised a 
fabulous amount for our Presidents charity Crohn's and Colitis.  
Our knit and natter group, although often small, continues to churn out an 
unbelievable number of sweaters as well as raising money for Water Aid.  
Our President organised all of our speakers for this year, filling the diary with 
mostly inspiring female speakers.  So, the first speaker in 2019 was District 
District Chairman Gill Scott, who made us feel slightly inadequate with the 
story of her career achievements!  Well done Gill.  In March we had a PDSA 
Veterinary surgeon, who obviously loves every minute of her job.  She was 
followed in April by a few members of Fascinating Rhythm who tried to teach 
us how to sing Acapella.  They ignored our chorus of "No" and continued to 
encourage us all to sing.  Well it did sound good from where I was sitting! 
The whole year has demonstrated how inspiring women can be both in their 
workplace and through their hobbies; and lifting our spirits in song.  

Julia Postle 

 
WORCESTER SEVERN (1985)                32 members 
President: Margaret Tyas 
 

The beginning of the year found members of our club visiting No.8 in 
Pershore to see the film "The return of Mary Poppins", a very enjoyable light 
hearted film. 
A visit to Hartlebury Castle in February proved to a very popular and 
enjoyable occasion for members and friends.  The home of Bishops of 
Worcester for a thousand years it is now owned and run by a Trust whose 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable staff have renovated and created a 
wonderful stately home and museum, including the famous Hurd Library. 
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In March a very lively and quite noisy group of Inner Wheelers congregated 
at The Bluebell Inn at Ryal, near Worcester in order to challenge Worcester 
Rotarians to a game of Skittles. 
Our talented and brilliant ladies far out-played our opposite numbers and 
won fairly comprehensively.  We enjoyed a delicious supper, half way 
through the evening. 
A successful coffee morning was held at the home of Treasurer Margaret 
when money was raised for period poverty. Then our A.G.M. later in April 
was well attended and concluded with loads of tasty home-made cakes and 
scones. 

Miriam Harvey B.E.M. 
 

 

THE CAKE LOVERS WEEK 

 

On Mondays I refuse to budge 

Unless the cake is Chocolate Fudge 

Tuesdays, I will take the plunge 

With a slice of Coffee Sponge 

Wednesdays, when I have a break 

It's feet up with some Carrot Cake 

On Thursdays if I start to fizzle 

I perk up with some Lemon drizzle 

Fridays, I insist I'm fed 

On Fruitcake or Banana Bread 

Saturdays, I often languish 

For a nice Victoria Sandwich 

And Sundays?  Well, it has to be 

Homemade scones for afternoon tea! 
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THE LAUNCH OF THE INNER WHEEL CAMPAIGN FOR 'PERIOD 
POVERTY - DIGNITY FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS' TOOK PLACE AT THE 

HOUSE OF LORDS AT 12 NOON ON 7TH MARCH, 2019, 
THE DAY BEFORE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

AND 
On International Women's Day itself, members of Stroud Inner 

Wheel took up the challenge as follows: 
On a cold and windy morning on International Women's Day, Friday March 
8th, members of Inner Wheel and their friends gathered together outside the 
Subscription Rooms in Stroud to launch their part in the Campaign for Period 
Poverty.  
The first visit of the day was to deliver our first collection box and here we 
can be seen with the Manager 
of the local Co-op Stores. 
It was really quiet in Stroud on 
the morning but members 
managed to hand out the 3 
fold cards about Inner Wheel 
and a leaflet about the 
Campaign. 
Stroud President, Jane Tiley 
announced the start of the 
Campaign in Stroud, thanked 
everyone for turning out on 
such a dreary day, and said 
how pleased she was to see 
that we had the support of 
Phyllis Charter, Vice President 
of International Inner Wheel. 
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The club had approached the Bishop of Gloucester who is supporting the 
campaign and, although she could not attend, she sent the following 
message 

The Rt Revd Rachel Treweek Bishop of Gloucester 
"It is estimated that 27% of girls and women have experienced period 
poverty, finding themselves unable to afford sanitary products and often 
getting by with makeshift protection.  These women and girls frequently miss 
out on college, work and support networks because they feel unable to 
venture out.  The Inner Wheel are joining with others to address the problem 
and I am delighted to offer my support to the Stroud club as it gets behind 
the campaign. It is inspiring to see how they are working with others to 
establish collection points for sanitary products which will provide practical 
help for women known to groups and organisations such as The Nelson 
Trust" 
 
The box in the photograph was then delivered to The Lansdown Clinic in 
Stroud which is another Collection Point. 

Wendy Fowles 
 
 
An update on Stroud Inner Wheel club's tremendous efforts to support the 

National Campaign follows on the next page:- 
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After the successful launch in March of the Association Project,  Period 
Poverty - Dignity for women 
and girls, the Inner  Wheel Club 
of Stroud have made their first 
delivery of goods to the Nelson 
Trust. These were gratefully 
received as the Nelson Trust 
covers the whole of 
Gloucestershire. 
Inner Wheel would like to thank 
all those who have donated 
goods via the collection point 
situated in the Co-op at 
Cainscross.  We hope that 
everyone will continue to 
support the campaign.  There is 
also a collection point at the 
Lansdown Clinic in Stroud. 

Wendy Fowles 

 
 

SOMETIMES YOU JUST HAVE TO LOOK AT THE FUNNY 

SIDE OF THINGS ?? 

Can't say I'm entirely 

pleased with my hip 

replacement !! 
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ROUND & ABOUT 
 

Members of Leominster Inner Wheel are again helping with the Leominster In 
Bloom competition.  Jan Foyle, club correspondent reports: 

 

We are making 24 Trellises in all to go in the Butter Market Arcade along with 

tubs of fanciful Felt Pansies.  People of Leominster have been so keen on knitting 

flowers but also making them out of paper. All the shops have chosen a children's 

book. Our theme this year is Alice in Wonderland and it will all be place "hopefully" 

in June for the judging sometime 

in July.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FUN TIMES OUT WITH CLEVEDON 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

Fun & Games at Brunelcare 

 

Mmmm..Tasters at Glede Brewery 

STOP PRESS-All finished and in place  



42 

 

A group of Gloucester Inner Wheel members, with friends, enjoyed an 

interesting and enjoyable day out to the Royal Mint near Cardiff. 

Sadly there were no free samples ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MALVERN CLUB CELEBRATED THEIR 70TH CHARTER 

ANNIVERSARY on the 8th MAY  
 

Members of Malvern and their guests gathered on a wet and gloomy day at 
Worcestershire Golf Club to celebrate the club's 70th Charter Anniversary.  The 
wonderfully warm welcome made up for the gloomy weather and everyone was 
soon sitting down to lunch. 
What a wonderful surprise the dessert turned out to be.  Gorgeous, beautifully 
decorated cup cakes, homemade by a club member. 
 

Irene Tyack from the 
Yellow Hat Tribe was a truly 
joyful and entertaining 
speaker who talked about 
her life and how she came 
to be married to Vince - an 
Ostrich Farmer who 
encouraged her to paint - 
thus The Yellow Hat Tribe 
came into being with 
Irene's distinctive style of 

little figures wearing yellow hats depicting amusing and crazy situations, turning 
everyday life into funny colourful paintings.  
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 DISTRICT 

SKITTLES 
 

Twelve clubs gamely 

entered this year's 

Skittles Tournament. 
 

 
 

Hereford Wye Valley, Malvern, Clevedon Chipping Sodbury, Leominster, 

Worcester Severn, Royal Forest of Dean, Pershore, Gloucester, 

Thornbury, Dursley and Newent. 

Based on a KNOCK-OUT system, the three teams eventually through to 

the final were Royal Forest of Dean, Thornbury and Worcester Severn.  

Held at The Tudor Arms, Slimbridge on the 18th June the competitors 

arrived all fired up for the battle!! 

Everyone enjoyed coffee and 

a chat before play started at 

midday.  Two legs were played 

before lunch and the 

competition was pretty tight. 

At lunch there was only one 

point between Royal Forest of 

Dean and Thornbury with 

Worcester Severn not far 

behind.   

The standard of play dropped 

a little after lunch but everyone soon 

got down to business and at the end 

of two more legs, Thornbury were 

the winners with a score of 154, 

Royal Forest of Dean came second 

with 152 and Worcester Severn took third place with a score of 141. 

District Chairman Gill presented the trophy to Thornbury. 
 

A great time was had by all with lots of fun and fellowship. Thanks to all 

those who took part, with special thanks to the scorer and 'stickers up' 

on the day. 

Pat Dazeley, Membership Officer 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
 

New Members - Best wishes and a very warm welcome to you all 
Cirencester Maria Hickox and Jan Thomas 
Gloucester Maralyn Hughes 
Leominster Pat Baker 
Royal Forest of Dean Cheryl Barrow and Mim Mitchell 
Worcester Severn Ann Kelly 

 

Resignations  

Worcester Severn Ann Bird 
 Ruth Edynbry - moved to Manchester 
  
Deaths Ruth Gadd, Cirencester:  Terry McKay, Leominster 

 
 
 

DATES and INFORMATION FOR DIARIES – correct at time of going to press 
 

District Meetings 

Monday 18th Nov 2019 
Lunch 12.00 for 12.30 pm 

Meeting 2.00 pm 

Gloucester Farmers' Club, Sandhurst Lane, 
Gloucester, GL2 9RG 

Monday 16th March 2020 
Lunch 12.00 for 12.30 pm 

Meeting 2.00 pm 
Gloucester Farmers' Club (as above) 

Thursday 11th June 2020 
District Meeting and AGM 

5.30 pm for 6.00 pm 

Bowden Hall, Bondend Rd, Upton St Leonards, 
Gloucester GL4 8ED 

 

District International Rally & Lunch 

Monday 28th October 2019 
Times to be confirmed 

Peopleton Village Hall, Main Street, Peopleton, 
WR10 2EG 

 

Past & Present District Chairmen - Lunch with District Executive 

Thursday 5th March 2020 
12.30 for 1.00 pm 

Hatherley Manor, Down Hatherley Lane, 
Gloucester, GL2 9QA 

 

District Fellowship Lunch 

Wednesday 22nd April 2020 
12.00 for 12.30 om 

Bowden Hall, Bondend Rd, Upton St Leonards, 
Gloucester GL4 8ED 

 

Association Conference 

27th to 29th April 2020 The Waterfront, Belfast 
 
 

 

 



45 

 

 

 

CHARITIES & PROJECTS 2019/2020 
 
 
 
 

 
 

District International Organiser Jan Crouch says of her project for 2019-2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 "Continuing with the theme of improving toilet facilities,  

subsequently children’s health and education, and linking with the Inner 

Wheel 3-year Social Project, District 10 will be sponsoring a project to 

construct a girls toilet at Lelep School in Nepal. This school has a hostel 

to accommodate girls who travel some distance from home and need to 

board. The second part of the project, which will cover four schools in 

the area, will be to provide education to girls and mothers' groups to 

explain their menstrual period, and how to manage it in the most hygienic 

way, privately and with dignity. Approximately 250 girls in their early 

teens will benefit."   

  More can be found on the website 
 

  himalayantrust.co.uk - charity number 1000153 

The Willow Trust was founded in 1989, 

taking delivery of its first purpose built boat 

in 1991 and its second in 1993. The aim of the 

Trust is to provide a unique opportunity for 

disabled people of all ages and types of 

disability or serious illness to enjoy a 

therapeutic day out on the water. 

http://www.willowtrust.org 

 

Period Poverty 

A 3 year project launched in the House of Lords 

at the beginning of March 2019 by  

Inner Wheel GB&I 

www.innerwheel.co.uk 



46 

 

INNER WHEEL CLUBS IN DISTRICT 10 
www.innerwheeldistrict10.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

The copy deadline for the Winter 2019/20 Issue is FRIDAY 17th JANUARY 2020 

 

All contributions must be free of copyright 
 

Editor: Sarah Crumpton, 11 Ewelme Close, Dursley GL11 4NE 
 

Tel:  01453 519400                            email:  sarah@crumptononline.co.uk 

http://www.innerwheeldistrict10.co.uk/

