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LETTER FROM OUR DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
 
Dear Members, 

Happy New Year to you all - although by the time 
you read this we shall be well into 2018.  I am 
writing this letter just before going on holiday 
and I must say I am looking forward to finding 
some sun after the last few miserable days we 
have had here. 
I am amazed at how quickly my year as District 
Chairman is flying past.  I am already more than 
half way through and I am thoroughly enjoying 
the experience.  It is great to have the 
opportunity to get to know individual Club 

members better and to know more about how each Club operates.  I am so 
grateful to all of you that I have already visited for your warm welcome and 
the friendship offered, and I am looking forward to making the remainder of 
my visits.   
During my travels to Clubs so far, it has been apparent that there is difficulty 
in finding members to fill some of the offices.  I can only speak from personal 
experience but, where I have been prepared to take the step of taking office, 
I have always enjoyed doing a job and have found support from those around 
me.  For me, Inner Wheel is a great family to which to belong and I hope we 
may all do our little bit to keep it going and help it to grow. 
 
My very best wishes to you all for the remainder of the Inner Wheel Year. 
 

Pat Dazeley 

 

 



2 

 

ETTER FROM MEMBER OF COUNCIL 
 

Fellow members, 
As I sit down to write, this Christmas is packed away for 
another year, the New Year has been welcomed, and my 
annual accounts are all ready just to fill in my tax return.  
I'm feeling quite pleased with myself.  I do hope that you 
and those dear to you had the festive season planned 
and you weren't too badly affected when the bad 

weather came in.  Mum came to stay for four days over Christmas and stayed 
for ten! 
The terribly cold weather we've had really makes you realise how lucky we 
are to have a warm home and clothes and our loved ones near.  It certainly 
turned my thoughts to those less fortunate and made me really glad that I'd 
delivered warm clothes to the Salvation Army in Gloucester, via a fellow 
Inner Wheel Member. 
Just before Christmas I was fortunate to be the link between a very generous 
Gentleman in The Forest and deliver, literally, a car full of children's gifts to 
the Forest area of The Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Services.  These 
would have been distributed in time for Christmas, to children who 
otherwise would have very little. 
It's so satisfying to feel that you've 'made a difference'.  We do this so often 
in Inner Wheel.   While enjoying each other friendship and company we work 
to improve the lot of others.  We are not a fund-raising organisation but if 
we raise some money along the way, well, all well and good.  I, however, 
believe that the most precious thing you can give is time. 
In friendship 

Sherry Phillips 

 
LETTER FROM DISTRICT INTERNATIONAL 

SERVICE OFFICER 
Thank you, is not enough to cover the admiration 
and respect I have for my team of International 
Service Club Officers who, along with their Club 
members, have again this year put 'Service to 
Others' as their priority in their continued work 
for International Projects, along with their 
response when emergency situations have 
arisen.  Club International Service reports made 
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interesting reading, revealing the depth of commitment our ladies have.  Our 
last three District International Service Rallies have given us individual 
challenges - School in a Bag, Five Hundred Miles and Bridge2Aid.  All have 
been generously supported by your fundraising, along with support for many 
other International charities individually chosen by clubs.  An amazing 
amount has been raised throughout the District.  A tremendous achievement 
taken alongside the many other fundraising events within your Club life. 
Clubs across District 10 have again been active with their 'Red Hot Knitting 
Needles' at Knit and Natter afternoons and evenings, along with ladies 
individually knitting within their own homes, and have produced an 
abundance of children's knitted items in addition to knitted squares for bed 
blankets.  Members have also collected toiletries, ink cartridges, spectacles, 
and kilos of stamps, along with an unspecified number of filled shoe boxes. 
Some Clubs held special lunches, coffee mornings, musical afternoons, and 
curry evenings. 
I would sincerely thank my fellow members of Dursley Club for their 
willingness again to host our District International Service Rally and Lunch 
together with the District Ten Executive for their help and support. 
I look forward to working with you all in the remaining months of this year. 
Yours in Inner Wheel Friendship 

Pat Maslen 

 
 

From Jan Foyle-Some tips for those cold mornings possibly still to 
come 

In a clean spray bottle mix 3 parts vinegar to 1 part water and spray on car 
windscreen at night before frost.  This should stop ice forming overnight. 
Fill an old sock with cat litter, tie end, and place on dashboard close to 
windscreen.  The litter soaks up moisture in the air and stops the inside 
misting.   
Old socks on wipers will stop them freezing to the screen 
Polythene freezer bags tied over wing mirrors will stop them frosting up, 
saving time and the effort of re-positioning them 
 

Jan says that these tips were suggested by an Insurance Company but 
 

perhaps I should add that you use them at your own risk!! - Ed 



4 

 

 
Great News:   We welcome Gloucester member, Jane Peak, onto 

executive as 2nd Vice Chairman.  Congratulations, Jane, and all best wishes 
for your time on executive. 
 

I was born in Penzance, Cornwall.  My father was 
a Rotarian and my mother a member of the Inner 
Wheel Club of Penzance. 
After going to West Cornwall School in Penzance 
until 11, I went off to Farringtons School, a 
boarding school in Chislehurst Kent. 
I worked for Lloyds Bank in various places and 
met and married Chris when we were both 21.  
We moved to Kingswood, near Wotton Under 

Edge, and then to Gloucester where Chris is still practicing as a solicitor. 
I joined the Inner Wheel Club of Gloucester in 1988 and was soon persuaded 
to join the committee.  Over the thirty years, I have done Overseas, Interclub, 
Social, & Health and Safety, but the raffle seems to be my forte, and I have 
been President three times!  The last time 2016/2017. 
I do have another life.  I am a trustee of The Willow Trust which runs two 70ft 
wide beam craft on the Gloucester - Sharpness Canal.  I am also on the crew 
rota.  We take 30 disabled people per boat every day from April to October, 
free of charge, for a day out on the canal.  I am also involved in the training 
of accredited volunteers which is a County Council run scheme to assist in 
Civil Emergencies, as a member of RVS (WRVS).  I serve on the NSPCC branch 
committee and am Chairman of the fundraising group at St Catharine's 
Church, Gloucester.  In 2016 I was lucky enough to be awarded a BEM in the 
New Year's Honours List. 
Chris and I have three children - James, living in London with his wife and two 
children aged 14 and 13, Hannah, who lives in Churchdown just up the road 
with her husband and two children aged 14 and nine, and William, who is 
married to Samantha and teaches at a prep. school in Hampshire.  He has just 
joined the Rotary Club of Fordingbridge. 
Those who know me assure me I can do this job; at the moment it seems very 
daunting.  I hope that with your backing it will go smoothly.  I would be 
delighted to receive positive ideas and comments as to how we take District 
10 forward. 
By the way if I am lucky enough to be asked to eat with you, please don't give 
me garlic; I won't collapse in a heap, but I am very sensitive to it! 

Jane Peak 
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And More Great News 
We have a new District Secretary, Diane Cartwright 

 

Diane is a member of the Pershore Club and has taken over from temporary 
secretary, Sue Allen.  Welcome to executive, Diane.  We wish you all the best 
and trust that you will thoroughly enjoy your role. 
 

Diane says…….. 

I was brought up and educated in Cheltenham 
following my parents move from London. 
During my working life I have lived in a 
number of different towns in the UK, 
spending many years in various technical and 
sales roles within the Laboratory 
Instrumentation sector. 
Having settled in the Pershore area I 
eventually decided to slow down and quickly 
found myself invited to join The Inner Wheel 
Club of Pershore in 2009, following on from 
my husband who had renewed his 
membership of Rotary after many years, this time joining the Evesham Club. 
I have been a committee member for most of the following years including 
joint President in 2014-2015, Interclub Secretary, and currently Secretary. 
Obviously not having enough to do I am now also your District Secretary but 
please be gentle with me while I learn the role. 
I have found being a member of Inner Wheel a lovely way to meet new 
people many of whom have become friends who I look forward seeing at 
lunches, social and District events. 

Diane Cartwright 
 

 

Grateful thanks to Sue Allen 
                     Many, many thanks to Sue, who stepped in as our 
                      stand-in secretary early in the year and carried us  
                     through until November.  Members of District Executive 
would have found things very difficult without Sue's help and support 
and are extremely grateful for all her hard work 
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DISTRICT INTERNATIONAL SERVICE RALLY - 20th OCTOBER 2017 
 

Friday 20th October was sunny, and a very pleasant day to welcome members 
from District 10 to our 2017 International Service Rally, hosted by President 

Sarah and the Ladies of the Dursley Club.  Our venue was 
Stinchcombe Village Hall and this year was in aid of the Charity 
'Bridge2Aid', (Emergency Dental Training). 

Our District International Service Officer, Pat Maslen, welcomed 
District Chairman Pat Dazeley and eighty-four Inner Wheel Ladies from 
District 10.  
As you can imagine 
there was quite a 
buzz in the room 
with everyone 
laughing, chatting 
with friends and 
enjoying a drink 
from the bar which 
was manned by 
volunteer Rotarians. 

Member of Council, Sherry Phillips, lit 
the Candle of Friendship, 1st Vice 
Chairman, Gill Scott, said Grace, 
which was followed by a two-course 
buffet lunch prepared and served by 
members of Dursley Inner Wheel. 
Our District International Service 
Officer, Pat, introduced the guest 
speaker, Jackie Aldridge, who gave us 
an insight into Bridge2Aid.  
Jackie introduced herself as a 
Volunteer Co-ordinator for the 
charity.  She also introduced a 

colleague, Emma Johnson, a fellow Volunteer Co-ordinator.  Together they 
are responsible for developing and delivering the training programmes.  
Working as a team, they are in contact with the charity's volunteers from 
initial applications until they board the flights to Tanzania and are joined by 
the programme team there. 
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Each year nearly 200 dental professionals join Bridge2Aid in East Africa on 
their Dental Volunteer Programmes, using their skills to teach health workers 
in emergency dental care.  Without these volunteers the charity simply 
would not be able to make the impact it currently does.  Since 2004, 
Bridge2Aid has provided access to safe emergency dental care for over 4.5 
million people in Tanzania.  Their work means local people are able to live 
free from pain and avoid the risk of many infections and diseases.  It is an 
unfortunate fact that more than 70% of people in the world have no access 
to dental treatment.  A thought not worth thinking about here at home!  
Bridge2Aid is a very worthwhile charity to donate to. 
The Vote of thanks was given by Pat Maslen - to Jackie for her presentation, 
to President Sarah and the Ladies of Dursley Club for the tremendous support 
they had given again this year by hosting the Rally, and to the Rotarians for 
their practical support. 
District Chairman Pat Dazeley thanked Pat Maslen for an excellent lunch, 
trusting that members present had enjoyed the day, and wishing them a safe 
journey Home. 

 
SKITTLES 

This year's matches are well under way but firstly, the 

GRAND FINAL 2016/17 

Gloucester, Clevedon and Worcester Clubs met at The Tudor Arms, 

Slimbridge, to compete in the final for the title of best skittle team in 

District 10 2016/17! 

It was a hotly contested 

match, although played in good 

humour with lots of laughs. 

  



8 

 

After three legs, Gloucester proved to be the winners with a small but 

important lead of two points! 

A delicious lunch followed with over thirty skittlers and supporters 

enjoying fellowship and chatter. The presentation of the trophy was a 

little odd, because, although held in July, this was the final for the 

2016/17 season, and the trophy was presented by the District Chairman 

for that year, Christine Ellson, to Gloucester Club's new President, Jean 

Morgan, in the company of last year's Gloucester President Jane Peak!! 

Four Rotary husbands provided valuable support by 'sticking up', and 

seemed to enjoy it, although I think there may have been a few sore backs 

the next day! 

Thanks go to past District Chairman Eileen Hammond for organising the 

whole competition and Gloucester Club look forward to 2017/18 when we 

will be defending our title! 

Hilary Cass, Club Correspondent, Gloucester 
 

And so, onward, to the matches for 

2017/18 
 

At the time of going to press, four of the 

first-round matches have been played.  Sadly, 

the proposed one between Stroud and Bristol 

Severnside had to be cancelled due to 

problems with the venue (which was double 

booked on the intended date) so they have decided that Bristol 

Severnside will be going through to Round Two. 

Commiserations to the gallant losers of the First Round and the very best 

of luck to those going through to the Second Round which will now be: 
 

PERSHORE - v - WORCESTER SEVERN 

NEWENT - v - GLOUCESTER 

BRISTOL SEVERNSIDE -v- the winners from CLEVEDON -v- 

THORNBURY 
 

Membership Officer, Eileen, has asked that the matches be played by the 

end of April and that she is notified of the results so that she has time 

to inform the three winning clubs that they have got through to the Final, 

which will be played on 

Tuesday 19th June at The Tudor Arms, Slimbridge. 

Any queries or problems, please get in touch directly with Eileen. 
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CLUB NEWS 
***** 

Bristol Severnside (1993)                18 members 
 

Presidents: Tegwin Evans, Cheryl Sinnett and Jenny Warren 
 

We began the new Inner 
Wheel Year with a tea party. 
This was a very enjoyable 
afternoon and we were 
delighted to be able to hand 
over a cheque to the Jessie 
May Trust. 
We celebrated our club's 
'birthday' as we do every 
year with dinner at a local 
restaurant which nearly 
everyone attended. It was 
great fun. 

In October a local artist gave us a demonstration of his work.  He completed 
a watercolour painting in the space of about an hour!  It was superb!  
Hopefully, it will give encouragement to those of us who do paint. 
In November one of our members hosted a coffee morning which, as well as 
being very enjoyable, raised a good sum for our Charity. 
A small group of us went to see the live streaming of the Nutcracker from the 
Royal Opera House at the Vue cinema - it was fantastic! 
We held our Christmas party in December with games and a lucky dip.  It was 
also an American Supper, which is always delicious. 
As everything is so busy at this time of the year, we leave our Christmas lunch 
till the New Year when things are quieter so, in January 2018, we will have a 
post-Christmas lunch to look forward to. 
Our main Charity event will be in March, which will be a soup and sweet 
event. Planning is ongoing!  We also look forward to a skittles match next 
year-and hope for better results! 

Janet Perrott 

 
 
 
 
 

This year three members are sharing the 
Presidency so the Handover ceremony was 

just a little different !! 

A friend is like a good Bra 
Hard to find Supportive Comfortable Always lifts you up 

Makes you look better AND ALWAYS  Close to your heart 
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Chipping Sodbury (1984)                38 members 
 

President: Jennifer Sarafian 
 

We were so pleased when Jennifer offered to be President this year, and for 
the second time! 
Our Handover was held at the Royal Oak, Chipping Sodbury, where we 
enjoyed a lovely meal, and everyone took on their new role. 
In August we visited Westonbirt School for a conducted tour and Afternoon 
Tea.  Our visit was enhanced by the fact that an Asian wedding party was 
taking place and we were able to see the guests in their beautiful saris and 
smart suits. 
Charlene came to our September meeting to tell us how to dress to suit our 
shape which gave us all food for thought.  In October, David from Yate 
Heritage Centre gave us a fascinating talk about the Ridgewood Centre in our 
town, which used to be the local workhouse. 
Our November speaker was Sandy Osbourne, a serving police officer and 
author, whose books are loosely based on her life in the police force. 
December is our Interclub time and this year our speaker was a lady from the 
Really Expensive Chocolate Company - with samples!  We enjoyed providing 
a buffet lunch and meeting all our guests from around the District. 
As usual we have supported Rotary at their Classic Car Run, Young Innovators 
Day, Band Concert for the Elderly and Cycling Sportif, preparing and serving 
coffee and cakes, ploughman's lunches and tea & biscuits! 
We have helped at our local Alzheimers' Society Tea Dance and supported 

the Save the 
Children Lunch 
which is 
Jennifer's Charity 
for the year. 
In November we 
held a coffee 
morning when 
Wendy Pinker 
brought her 
lovely jewellery, 
scarves, bags, 
and purses made 
in Nepal to raise 
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funds for the Thalassaemia clinic which she founded.  A very good 
opportunity to buy Christmas presents and catch up with friends. 
We have welcomed three new members this year and have a few ladies 
visiting our meetings.  Let's hope they like us enough to stay. 

Jenny Tucker 

 
CIRENCESTER (1962)                 29 members 
 

President: Nic Hewlett 
 

The venue for our Interclub was The Stratton House Hotel with guest speaker 
Helen Tempest who is the Air Smiles Manager from Fly2help, our President's 
chosen charity.  Helen talked about her personal life and twenty-five years 
as a 'Wing Walker' strapped to the wing of a small plane.  Helen now devotes 
her time to the charity and we presented her with a substantial cheque.  
The skittles match against Rotary ended in a win once again for the men and 
Judy, our International Service Officer, held two more Knit and Natters. 

Fifty Inner Wheel and Rotary members had a private Lego build in the Parish 
Church, and I am pleased to say that the model was finished on time and will 
remain in the Parish Church.  We did not have the usual handover meeting 
in June as our President was continuing for another year.  Our annual stall at 
The Stratton Show in August raised money for District Chairman Pat's charity, 
Hope Support Services. 
District Chairman Pat attended our Business meeting in September and the 
Soroptimists joined us for our meeting in October when our speaker Jon 
Coward gave a talk on 'Liquorice Heaven'.  We also filled shoe boxes to be 
distributed at Christmastime and the ladies knitted poppies for the British 
Legion and over 13,000 were draped inside the Parish Church. 
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November is always a busy month, beginning with a stall at the Combined 
Charities' Fayre raising money for Scrubditch Care Farm, our very popular 
soup kitchen at Down Ampney Village Hall which gave the Open-Air 
Swimming Pool funds a boost, and our Christmas meal at the end of the 
month.  Santa and his Elf visited us bringing presents, and members of the 
committee acted out a very short version of Cinderella. 
President Nic organised a cake and coffee morning and many of us joined 
Rotary for their Christmas meal and Carol Service. 
We have attended District events, Interclubs and the Summer Rally, helping 
Rotary too with RIAT, bag packing at Waitrose, and Santa's sleigh. 

Liz Tovey (Acting Club Correspondent) 

 
Clevedon (1948)                 24 members 
 

President: Gill Scott 
 

We left Clevedon Club's story in April with our St. George's 'Big Do' at 
Tickenham.  That was a high, to be sure, but not the only one.  May saw us 
hosting our Interclub at the Walton Park, the theme being 'The Mad Hatter's 
Tea Party'.  Chris Perrett had devised entertainment based on Carroll's quirky 
poems and the theme was carried on in the table decorations.  Flowers were 
all in teapots, cookies shaped like the suits from a pack of cards were 
provided in gauze bags for everyone attending and labelled 'Eat me', whilst 
little bottles were labelled 'Drink me'.  All the club members wore sparkly 
purple top hats with a 10/6p label on them.  Those of you brought up on 
Lewis Carroll will know 
at once the significance 
of these things.  A re-
enactment of the tea 
party was well received 
and the whole party 
went with a swing.   
Then came our Primary 
School's Public Speaking 
Competition, always a 
highlight of our year, 
when our young people 
amaze us by their 
knowledge and enthusiasm and delight us with their delivery.  This year was 
no exception and some of the subjects covered In Key Stage 1 ranged from 
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'Strange Sea Creatures' through to 'My family' to 'Our World'.  Key Stage 2 
were concerned about issues such as 'Women's Votes' and 'The 
Environment', and the passion displayed made me feel that, with young 
people of that calibre, all is not lost. 
We had our Summer outing to Dyrham Park and the weather was kind to us. 
We all had lunch together and then some chose to go around the house and 
others to wander around the beautiful gardens.  Everyone enjoyed the 
afternoon and marvelled at the expense and care that William Blathwayt had 
lavished on acquiring stunning works of quality. 
Our Social Tuesdays continue to give the keen regulars enjoyment as, with 
great self-sacrifice, we continue to explore the local hostelries and report 
back to the club. 

Molly Hutton 

 
CLIFTON (1969)                  28 members 
 

Presidency: Shared 
 

Although Clifton is a thriving Club with lots of activity, fun, and friendship we 
struggled to recruit a President.  Indeed, this year we had difficulty in 
recruiting three, so we decided to have SIX, each taking a two-month period. 
I took the chair for July and August and at our July meeting representatives 
from two charities, Riding for the Disabled and Bristol Contact Centre, gave 
very interesting presentations.     
As August is usually a quiet month I decided to hold a Summer Lunch in my 
garden and happily we were blessed with good weather, needing a gazebo 
to keep the sun off rather than the rain!  One of my friends gave an informal 
talk about her life work as a strawberry farmer.  This was interesting and fun 
and as her hobby is poetry and writing she could not resist reading a few of 
her 'ditties'. 
Val Brooks took over for September and October and at our September 
meeting we were entertained to a talk on the history of Bristol Broadmead 
Shopping Centre.  Our October meeting was very busy.  Val organised two 
volunteers from the National Trust property 'Tyntesfield' who gave us an 
insight into this property.  We filled shoe boxes, with all the goodies spread 
out on a long table, and everyone spilling around, chatting happily.  We 
celebrated our 48th birthday with a coffee break and home-made cake. 
Val handed over to Noreen Powell for November and December.  In 
November we made teams of four and had a 'feely bag' competition.  This 
comprises of small cloth bags with an object inside and you guess what it is.  
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It turned out to be a really fun evening.  December is always hectic.  We 
helped Rotary with their Elderly Persons' Carol Concert, providing copious 
cups of tea and coffee and mince pies for the invited guests.  Later in the 
month we sang carols to two Abbeyfield Homes, which was great fun. 
Lesley Addison takes over for January and February and we are planning our 
second major fundraiser – a Quiz. 

Kathy Simmonds 

 
Dursley (1960)                  36 members 
 

President: Sarah Crumpton 
 

After a busy Christmas we are looking forward to the challenges of 2018.  The 
New Year starts with World Inner Wheel Day when we celebrate with local 
people who live mainly on their own.  We dress up our Community Centre 
and serve lovely home-made soups and desserts.  Catching up with news and 
friends is always a winner, and the occasion is much enjoyed by everyone. 
Sadly, in 2017, we lost another valued member in Jean Jukes, a past 
President, and a very enthusiastic member until ill health prevented her from 
attending Club.  She is sadly missed by all members.  On a happier note, our 
gardeners were busy planting the Inner Wheel tub by the Town Hall - our 
contribution towards 'Dursley in Bloom'.  The flowers around the town 
looked very beautiful and as Dursley received a 'Gold' award we were all very 
impressed. 
 

Our 2017 Interclub lunch was held in June at Chavenage House near Tetbury.  
Chavenage is a beautiful Elizabethan house set in lovely Cotswold 
countryside.  District Chairman Christine Ellson and Dursley Rotary President, 
Graham Peake, were among the guests on the top table and all of our guests 
enjoyed a superb two course lunch.  The house is owned by the Lowsley-
Williams family and our speaker was family member Caroline, who gave us a 
brief history of her home and her family's part in managing the estate.  
Chavenage House itself has gained much fame over the past few years as one 
of the grand houses in the popular TV drama 'Poldark'. 
 

In August we all enjoyed a lovely summer outing to the Walled Gardens at 
Croome near Worcester, organised by Di Moore, our Social Committee 
Chairman.  We were welcomed by Chris Cronin, the owner, who showed us 
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around the Walled Garden.  Most of our ladies are interested in gardening 
and flowers and it was a fascinating visit.   
In December our Christmas celebrations began at Nibley House, where we 

welcomed around 100 guests to our Starter Party with a glass of wine, sweet 
and savoury canapés, together with mince pies.  With log fires burning and 
the singing of carols around the piano everyone was in festive mood.  A 
wonderful way to celebrate the start of Christmas.  Our main fundraiser for 
the year, this is always well supported by the local community and enjoyed 
by everyone. 

Shirley Smith 

 
 

 

Row upon row of traditional varieties of tomatoes, 
lettuce & other vegetables planted at Croome 

 
Starter Party - Beautiful Christmas Flowers  
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Gloucester (1931)                 30 members 
 

President: Jean Morgan 
 

Gloucester Club have had a busy Autumn period.  Our President, Jean, staged 
a Quiz evening as her fundraising event.  Rotary husbands were in attendance 
as the bar staff and general support.  Over 70 guests arrived keen to win the 
prize as 'best team'!  Jean's husband, Rotarian Peter, was the very able Quiz 
Master and he kept us all under control!  After several rounds, a substantial 
Ploughman's Supper was served by the committee and drinks were 
replenished!  The atmosphere was charged as the quiz progressed and the 
competition hotted up.  The worthy winners were applauded and awarded 
well-earned prizes.  The evening raised a healthy amount for our local cancer 
support group, 'Maggie's Cancer Care', and an enjoyable evening was had by 
all. 
Our annual Interclub is very much enjoyed by Gloucester members as we 
know that our venue, Brickhampton Court Golf Complex, will look after us 
well and serve a delicious lunch. 
President Jean Morgan welcomed 80 guests, including husband Peter and 
Inner Wheel friends from local clubs.  The Rotary Club of Gloucester was 
represented by President Sue Smith and her 'Lady', husband Michael!  Our 
District Chairman, Pat Dazeley, brought greetings and lit the Candle of 
Friendship.  Our secretary, Jackie Matthews, read the Apologies and Roll Call 
and Joy Picken gave the Grace. 
A lovely lunch of Honey Roasted Ham, followed by Tarte Citron and 
Raspberry Compote, was enjoyed by all.  After the loyal toast our very special 
guest, The Right Honourable Sara, the Countess Bathurst, gave a very 
interesting and inspirational talk about her life as the High Sheriff of 
Gloucestershire.  She certainly embraced the role by taking an active part in 
activities such as meeting the homeless on the streets of Cheltenham and 
supporting women prisoners, improving their literacy skills.  She also set up 
a Women's Institute group at Eastwood, a women's prison in South 
Gloucester. 
Hilary Cass thanked Sara, Lady Bathurst, for an interesting, inspirational, and 
amusing talk which the guests thoroughly enjoyed. 
Gloucester Club would like to thank all those who supported the lunch and 
for making it another successful event. 
We celebrated World Inner Day on January 9th with a Church Service held this 
year at St. Margaret's Church, Whaddon and there was an excellent 
attendance   The Service was conducted by the Rev. Bruce Clifford whose 
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warm welcome made us feel very comfortable.  Lessons were read by Jean 
Toy and Jane Peak and well chosen hymns sung together with our traditional 
Inner Wheel prayers and responses.   
A collection was taken for the church which at the moment is undergoing 
serious roof repairs. 
Lunch followed at Fagan’s – a short distance away.  Tasty food, good 
company and lots of chatter.  Thank you Jean for making the day so 
successful. 
 

Hilary Cass 

 
 

Hereford Wye Valley (1983)                42 members 
 

President: Maggie Milward 
 

President Maggie's year began rather soggily at an open-air theatre 
production of Twelfth Night.  Tablecloths, candelabra - Glyndebourne, but in 
the pouring rain.  Inner Wheel fortitude prevailed.  Our entertainment officer 
lined up other enjoyable events during the year including theatre visits to see 
The Kite Runner and the Nutcracker. 
Representatives from President Maggie's chosen charity, Herefordshire 
Heartstart, talked at our July Club meeting about straightforward techniques 
that could save lives.  Most of our members have signed up for a course in 
the New Year.  Also in July, we were delighted to entertain Barbara Swain, 
from the Inner Wheel Club of Alstonville in Australia, and her husband Peter.  
We have a firm link of friendship through Barbara. 
In August, our Club meeting was ten-pin bowling followed by steak and chips.  
A fun evening out.  On a more exotic note, members and guests enjoyed 
chicken curry and pakoras at a demonstration of Indian cookery by Rayeesa, 
who had taken part in the Dragon's Den TV programme. 
We learnt about youth counselling from the Christine Lewis-Davies Trust and 
spent an evening packing toiletries for our Women's Refuge. Our Interclub 
was the highlight of October when we welcomed Jules Hudson, the presenter 
from BBC's Escape to the Country.  Nearly 100 members of Inner Wheel 
heard about Jules' background in archaeology and military history and his 
passion for rural affairs.  Of course, he is a local and lives in Herefordshire 
with his family and two Labradors.  He treated us to a hilarious anecdote 
about his Labrador's love life. 
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Internationally, 
we have filled 
Christmas 
shoeboxes for 
children in 
Romania, 
collected small 
change for 
Water Aid and 
enjoyed a soup 
lunch in aid of 
international 
charities.   
Domestically, we support our Women's Refuge with gifts of essential 
toiletries, especially at Christmas We collect stamps for Canine Partners and 
help to serve lunches throughout the year for the local MS Society and 
continue to Knit & Natter. 
In the run up to Christmas we attended a market and a fair to sell the 
beautifully 
crafted 
Christmas 
items that 
are made 
by 
members 
during the 
year.  Then 
it's time to 
relax with a 
delicious 
Christmas 
meal and much fellowship,     Carole Davies 

 
 

Club News is continued on page 25….. 
 

 

Christmas Boxes on their way to 

Romania 

 

Never agree to Plastic Surgery if the Surgeon's Office is full of 
portraits by Picasso !! 
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SUMMER RALLY 2017 
 

The venue for this year's Summer 
Rally was Penyard House and 
after a rather dull morning 
weather-wise, it brightened into a 
lovely summer's day.  Inner Wheel 
ladies arrived from around the 
District, beautifully dressed for 
the occasion, as always, and our 
guests included Presidents from 
local Rotary Clubs, together with 

Alan Hudson, Rotary District Governor.  Our guest of honour was Association 
President, Liz Thomas. 
Liz lit the Candle of Friendship.  
Outgoing District Chairman, 
Chris Ellson, passed the chain of 
office onto incoming District 
Chairman, Pat Dazeley, and so 
the new Inner Wheel year began. 
We all enjoyed the superb lunch 
and then it was time for the 
various speeches.  Greetings 
were received from the 
Chairmen of Inner Wheel 
Districts 1, 15 and 20, and also 
from the Rotarian Presidents of 
Royal Forest of Dean and Ross on Wye. 
Rotarian Alan Hudson, District Governor, also brought greetings and gave a 
very interesting talk about his involvement with Rotary. 
The Address by Liz Thomas followed.  Such an inspiring speaker, full of 
enthusiasm for Inner Wheel, the way forward to encourage new members, 
and ways to promote our wonderful organisation. 
The Vote of Thanks was given by Member of Council, Sherry Phillips, and the 
President of Royal Forest of Dean, Lynne Kear, thanked everyone for 
attending and wished us all a safe journey home, after which we said our 
goodbyes and made our way out into the still lovely sunshine. 
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SUMMER RALLY 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Chairman Pat, Association President 
Liz Thomas, together with members of 

District Executive 2017/18 

District 
Chairman 

Pat Dazeley, 
Association 
President 

Liz Thomas 
(seated) 

with District 
Chairmen, 

Mary Emment-
Lewis, Susan 
Oliphant and 
Lynn Evans 

Top Table Handover 
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WORLD INNER WHEEL DAY 2018 
 
 
 
 

Alan Hudson, District Governor 
Aahh !! A lovely cup of coffee 

Pat Dazeley with fellow members of Royal of Forest of Dean and Rotarian Guests 

Happy, happy faces Liz Thomas gave an 
inspiring address 
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CLEVEDON CELEBRATE WORLD INNER WHEEL DAY 2018 
WITH FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP & FUN !! 

 

At Clevedon, members gathered to make breast pillows for cancer sufferers, 
which will be donated to the Breast Cancer Unit at Southmead Hospital as 
part of their support for President Gill's charity, BUST.  Thanks go to their 
Inner Wheel friends in Nigeria, Julie Shekoni and Doyin Abiodun-Oredein, for 
the gift of the lovely Inner Wheel material, some of which was used for the 
pillows. 
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… Club News (continued) 
 

Leominster (1949)              21 members 
 

President: Ros Griffiths 
 

Our Handover took place at the home of retiring President Kaye 
Fletcher on a lovely sunny afternoon.  As usual the table was 
overloaded with a delicious selection of food.  Over this first half of the 
year our charity exploits have included taking part for another year in 
the St. Michael's Hospice Venus Glow Walk, knitting dozens of Hats, 
Scarves, Blankets, Jumpers, and Teddies for The Hope Carriers Trust 
for Romania.  Also, Twiddle Muffs for The Gilwern Assessment Unit at 

Hereford Hospital, Waverley House, and Leominster Community 
Hospital for Alzheimers' sufferers to give them something to do with 
their hands.   Many want to take them home, so there is always a 
demand.  We also support Refugees in Yemen, Syria, and Lebanon. 
Our speakers have been interesting and varied, from an illustrated talk 
on Australia, to The Diary of a World War One soldier researched and 
told by his Granddaughter Wilma Hayes. 

 
Our stall at the Friday Market 
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We have shared a week-
end with Rotary in 
Swansea, a Punch and 
Pie Evening followed by 
Carols, and a collection 
for various charities 
outside the Co-op in 
Leominster. We played 
Skittles against Pershore 
in the first round at The 
Walwyn Arms, Much 
Marcle, and held a Stall 

at the Friday Market in Leominster to sell more of our craft items.  We 
have displayed our craft work at the District Meeting, attended a 
fabulous pre-Christmas Tea organised by one of our members, and 
supported the Leominster In Bloom by planting and maintaining a tub 
which helped in the winning of a Gold Medal. 

Jan Foyle 

 
 
Malvern (1949)                  31 members 
 

Presidency: Shared between committee members 
 

 
At the end of July 
several members 
helped Rotary with 
security at the 
Welland Steam 
Fair, which is an 
annual event.  At 
the AGM a 
decision was made 
not to have one 
President for 
2017-18, but to  
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work as a committee, and to involve everyone in decisions. 
So far so good. 

Our August meeting was held in a local Hotel, by invite of Jean Trevor-
Morgan to celebrate her ninetieth birthday.  We were spoilt with a very nice 
afternoon tea. 
September became a hectic meeting.  This was the beginning of a new era.  I 
was the stand-in President, and President Sandy came to explain his forth 
coming year.  A Lady speaker with knowledge of silver items, came to 
educate us on this, and give valuations.  Unexpectedly, an Inner Wheel 
Member from Australia was here on holiday and wished to visit our meeting 
and, of course, accepted our invitation to speak.  This meant that we had 
three speakers on one evening.  Very enjoyable, but it did get rather difficult 
to fit everything in before it was time to go. 
October was more relaxed as our District Chairman, Pat Dazeley, came to 
visit us.  We wish her luck in her year. 
Two of our members walked a marathon to raise funds for Macmillan. 
One member visited and worked with refugees in Dunkirk, Calais, and Egypt. 
Our November meeting included three Owls, as guests. Impeccable 
behaviour throughout! 
As part of our Christmas giving we packed and sent many donations of 
knitted blankets and shoe boxes to Romania. 
Our December meeting included being entertained by 'The Elderly Brothers' 
Very enjoyable! 
Sadly, our excellent, far from easy, Quiz master Pam Dunwoody has died, but 
our lively dear member, Trudie Haines, has now celebrated her one hundred 
and first Birthday.  I think the secret is in a glass of sherry and a Banana a day. 

 
Sylvia Miles 

 
 

 

FIRST DAY ON THE JOB AT IKEA 
 

I was told to go to the meeting room before every shift 
'WHY?',  I asked 

'ASSEMBLY REQUIRED'   was the reply! 
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Nailsea (1977)                  34 members 
 

President: Sue Rawlings 
 

We said farewell to our very dear friend Marion Covington, who has been a 
member of our club for many years.  She has been President three or four 
times and has held every other office over the years. 
She and her husband Reg, who has been in Rotary for many years, are 
emigrating to America to be with their family. 
We gave a surprise farewell 
lunch for Marion in August.  
She will be missed by us all, 
but we wish her and Reg a 
very happy life with their 
family in America. 
Well, we lose one member 
and another one comes 
along!  We are pleased to 
welcome Jenny Nicholls to 
our club.  Jenny was inducted 
at our last meeting in 2017 on 
November 23rd.  We learnt 
that she has had a very interesting life.  From the age of 11 to 21 she was a 
classical singer.  Then she had her children and went back to singing for 
another 20 years.  She and her husband also bought a field and turned it into 
a small garden centre!  Not only is she enjoying being an Inner Wheeler, she 
has decided to take Spanish lessons! 
We all enjoyed a fabulous Christmas lunch at one of our local restaurants in 
December.  It was a lovely way to start the Christmas season with friends we 
have got to know over many years of being in Inner Wheel, Nailsea. 

Sue Wilkins 

 

 

WHOOPS !! 
'Do you believe in life after death', the boss asked one of his employees 

'Yes Sir' the Clerk replied 
That's good' replied the boss  'After you left early yesterday to go to 

your grandmother's funeral, she stopped in to see you!'' 
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NEWENT AND DISTRICT (1980)               19 members 
 

President: Marie Riley 
After a most enjoyable Handover dinner at a local restaurant we began the 
new year under President Marie's leadership with a barbecue in her garden.  
The British summer weather provided a healthy downpour and all but the 
hardiest beat a hasty retreat indoors, but our spirits were not dampened and 
Marie's husband, Tim, still managed to produce lovely cooked meat.  We 
followed this with a trip to Marie's country cottage to have a look at the 
renovations she has been carrying out and then, in October, we had a talk by 
a local bee-keeper who described the organisation and skill of honey bees.  
Who would have thought that such small creatures could be so clever!  
November saw us hosting the annual visit by District Chairman Pat, who told 
us a bit about her own background and her Inner Wheel journey to date.  It 
was a very nice relaxed meeting in the home of Marlene Smart and the short 

business meeting 
was followed by a 
delicious pot luck 
supper. 
November also saw 
us helping the local 
Rotary Club with 
the catering for the 
Bonfire night and 
the cold night saw 
a huge number of 

sausages 
consumed!  Again, we were invited to join the Rotarians for their annual 
Christmas Carol service which was a lovely service greatly enhanced by 
children from a local school who sang by themselves, and some members of 
the local village choir who also sang some wonderful concert pieces. 
Our own Christmas celebration was held in Liz Stallard's home and we did 
the catering ourselves. It was a smashing evening and so much more relaxed 
than any restaurant. 
With January approaching fast we look forward to World Inner Wheel Day 
when we will be hosting our annual Dolphin Club Party for local young 
handicapped people which is always a happy occasion with lots of games, 
dancing and a splendid tea.                 Ruth Martin 
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North Wilts (1967)                 18 members 
 

President: Margaret Bracher 
 

North Wilts started 2017 with a lunch at the then President Priscilla 
Winslow's house to celebrate World Inner Wheel Day.  I was away in New 
Zealand when we held our Annual Quiz with the Rotary Club of North 
Wiltshire, postponed from November.  This was in aid of Brighter Futures - 
the provision of the Radiotherapy Unit at the Great Western Hospital, 
Swindon - so that people will not have to travel to Oxford.  Whilst in New 
Zealand I always visit the Inner Wheel Club in Orewa where I am made very 
welcome, and at that time I received an email from our secretary asking If I 

would take on the Presidency.  Having 
spent 9 years ducking when it came to 
the election of officers I decided it 
really was my turn. 
So my first job was to try and increase 
our membership and, following a lot of 
free publicity, we hope we have found 
two new members who will join us in 
January. 

Our annual Bridge Drive 
brought in more money to 
donate to Brighter Futures, 
but next year we will change 

the venue and make it a full day with lunch.  When it again came to the 
Annual Quiz with Rotary we changed the venue, managed to cram in 104 
people, and raised a tremendous sum for Twigs - a local charity helping those 
with mental health problems through therapeutic gardening. 
As a club, we have enjoyed several pub lunches throughout the year, a trip 
to the Theatre Royal at Bath and a lovely Fish & Chip supper at the home of 
my deputy Ruth Hillier. 
Sadly, for us, our valiant Secretary, Christine Odoire, announced that she and 
her husband were uprooting to live in Alderney so, to keep going, we have 
split the role between myself and two members who are sharing the job of 
minute taking.  I realise the need to go forward with recruiting to ensure 
survival but for now we are looking after our new members and making sure 
they feel really welcome. 

Margaret Bracher 

 

Priscilla Winslow 'handing over' 
to incoming President Margaret 

Bracher 
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PERSHORE              31 members 
 

President: Sue Braysher 
 

The Inner Wheel Club of Pershore spent the autumn concentrating on what 
they do best, Fun, Fellowship and Food. 
Our October speaker, from the Truckle Cheese Company, challenged us to 

guess the number of different UK cheeses.  Answers were from 100 upwards 
and Jan Crouch won the prize (some cheese) for her answer of 720 which was 
within 5 of the actual number.  Interesting cheesy facts were followed by 
tasting cheeses! 
Following business and lunch at our November meeting, Felice Tocchini gave 
a cookery demonstration in his 'kitchen'.  What a treat!   
Also in November, we were made to feel welcome by Leominster Inner 
Wheel in Much Marcle where we met to play our District Skittles match.  
Surprised to win, we await with trepidation to hear who we play next.  
Though fully expecting to attend as spectators, our team has the details of 
the final in their diaries. 
December's Christmas Lunch at Feli's which was bedecked in Christmas finery 
and handbell ringers entertained us.  Several days later some members 
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attended a 'Festive Afternoon Tea' at the intriguingly named 'Twisted Spoon'. 
We all drooled at the reports of what they ate. 
We have continued to support Pershore Foodbank with gifts of food and 
other necessities. 
January: we celebrated World Inner Wheel Day with a Frugal Lunch at a 
member's home, raising money for President Sue's Charity 'Young Minds'.  
Sue spent many years fostering and we are pleased to be supporting the UK's 
leading charity committed to improving the emotional wellbeing and mental 
health of youngsters.  
Our next fund-raiser is a Beetle Drive on Thursday 1st March at 2.30 pm to be 
held at Lower Moor Village Hall (Summers Leigh, Church Lane, Lower Moor, 
Pershore WR10 2PJ).  Admission £5 to include tea/coffee and homemade 
cakes, please do come and join us! 

Sue Hartley-Bennett 
 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Lunch with Handbell Ringers 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x3021340865673592059&id=YN1029x3021340865673592059&q=Moor+Village+Hall&name=Moor+Village+Hall&cp=52.1228294372559%7e-2.03462696075439&ppois=52.1228294372559_-2.03462696075439_Moor+Village+Hall&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x3021340865673592059&id=YN1029x3021340865673592059&q=Moor+Village+Hall&name=Moor+Village+Hall&cp=52.1228294372559%7e-2.03462696075439&ppois=52.1228294372559_-2.03462696075439_Moor+Village+Hall&FORM=SNAPST


33 

 

Royal Forest of Dean (1982)                30 members 
 

President: Lynne Kear 
 

The speaker at our 
September meeting 
was Royal Forest of 
Dean Rotary 
President, John 
Belcher.  He had been 
inspired to join Rotary 
when they gave a 
donation to the Water 
Wheel project at the 
Dean Heritage Centre 
where he volunteers, 
and he realised how 
much Rotarians do for 
the local community. 
Inner Wheel 
supported Rotary at 

the Autumn Half Marathon which is one of our major fundraising activities 
when members sell T shirts.  We also provide the usual refreshments of hot 
dogs and bacon baps.  However, a lot of requests for cake were received this 
time, so we will be busy baking for the next Half Marathon in the Spring. 
In October we had a very thought-provoking talk regarding Dementia 
Awareness.  Our speaker encouraged us all to be Dementia Champions and 
mentioned that a number of staff in the local shops have been trained in 
Dementia Awareness.  Some of our members organise a monthly tea for 
Alzheimers' sufferers and have done so for a few years.  
Jean H organised a book sale in October as well as the usual raffle.  Members 
take it in turn to provide the prize. 
In November a local children's author talked to us, and also brought books 
which will make ideal Christmas presents. 
We continue to support victims of domestic abuse throughout the year with 
household items and furniture, together with emergency items such as 
toiletries.  December is our parcel packing evening when we wrap presents 
for them.  In the past we have wrapped nearly 500 gifts during the evening, 
but this year our treasurer collected wrapped items from November.  As the 
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Rotary meeting had to be cancelled due to bad weather, some Rotarians 
came to our Christmas meeting and helped with the wrapping. 

Sue Boulter 

 
STROUD (1935)                  20 members 
 

President: Hilary Lambert 
 

Following the Handover, our first event was our Interclub in August. We 
decided to try something different this year and instead of lunch we hosted 
a 'smart' coffee morning, with a speaker.  Norman Jeffery, County Organiser 
of the National Garden Scheme, illustrated his talk with slides of beautiful 
private gardens open to the public in aid of nursing charities. 
We have been deeply saddened by the loss of two dear friends and loyal 
members, Nan Shillitoe and Gill Rogers, who are greatly missed.  Monica 

Payne has moved to be closer to her family and has already transferred to 
Witney Inner Wheel.  On a brighter note we have welcomed a new member, 
Pat Gilmore, and congratulated Elizabeth Haughton on her marriage to Derek 
Vestey, a Stroud Rotarian.  In October Elizabeth, a volunteer at Westonbirt 
Arboretum, led us on a magical and informative walk amongst the trees just 
turning to their autumn glory.  The walk ended at the statue of The Gruffalo 
where we posed for a photo. 
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Our knitters have been busy making garments for 
children in Romania.  Blankets have been 
gratefully received by Care Homes, for residents, 
and by the Arboretum, for wheelchair users, and 
we have recently started making hats for 
seafarers via The Sailors' Society. 
Christmas started with a festive lunch at the Bear 
of Rodborough.  'Santa's Little Helpers' 
accompanied the Stonehouse Rotary Carol Float 
on its journeys and we held our own collection at 
Tesco in Stroud in aid of Young Carers, our 
President's charity.  Hilary did us proud by 
beautifully decorating a Christmas Tree in blue 
and gold to promote Inner Wheel in St Laurence 
Church for the Stroud Community Christmas Tree 
Festival. 
We are looking forward to the rest of the year 
starting with District Chairman Pat's visit in 
February. 

Cicely Rawll 

 
 
THORNBURY (1978)                 28 Members 
 

President: Stephanie Fairhead 
 

Our Changeover was held at The Ship Inn, Oldbury-on-Severn, where we 
welcomed our new President Stephanie Fairhead - this is her second time in 
office.  We also welcomed new member Jane Hinton.  The summer was very 
busy supporting Rotary.  At Youth Speaks we prepared and served supper for 
the contestants, their families, and supporters.  We also provided salads and 
desserts for their Annual BBQ, unfortunately held on the wettest Sunday of 
the summer!  We helped with Kids Out, the Thornbury Carnival, and their 
Charity collections at Wyevale Garden Centre. Our summer visit this year was 
to Forde Abbey in Somerset which is a privately-owned house and gardens.  
What a fascinating house it is.  Founded by Cistercian monks over 800 years 
ago, it is now a private home owned by the Kennard family with over 30 acres 
of world famous gardens. The powered fountain in the garden is the highest 
in England and well worth seeing.  Unfortunately, it was a very wet day and 
the rain only eased as we started for home, but it didn't spoil the day. 
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Our District Chairman, Pat Dazeley, joined our club for our October business 
meeting at President Stephanie's home and this was followed by a delicious 
afternoon tea, all our diets forgotten. We have had many varied speakers at 
our meetings on all sorts of subjects from Charity challenges, advanced 
driving and assessment of quality diamonds. 
Our Christmas Carol Concert was held at St Mary's Church, Olveston, in aid 
of 'Spring of Hope' - a women's refuge centre, and was well attended by local 
people, other local Inner Wheel Clubs, and Rotarians.  Our President was very 
brave to attend as she had only just come out of hospital after spinal surgery. 
Knit and Natter continues to thrive, and we are now looking forward to the 
District skittles competition. 

Gill Smitton 

 
 

Worcester Severn (1985)                32 members 
 

President: Janet Blake 
 

Our handover dinner was held on the 19th June at Boughton Golf Club.  This 
was a happy occasion when many of us brought along our husbands to join 
in the celebrations.  Our outgoing President, Heather Wiltshire, handed over 

 Forde Abbey-luckily umbrellas were to hand ! 
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the jewels of office to our incoming president Janet Blake.  Our July meeting 
was at David's Garden where we all enjoyed a sunny afternoon in the 
spectacular garden, rounded off by tea and cakes. 
On a warm afternoon in August we all met at the home of Sue Morgan.  A 
representative from Worcestershire Carers, our chosen charity this year, 
came to tell us about the vital work of the charity, and afterwards we all 
spilled out onto the garden to enjoy afternoon tea outdoors.  A good amount 
of money was raised for our charity at this event. 
September, and our meeting was again at the home of Sue Morgan, this time 
in the evening, when one of our members, Miriam Harvey, who is a blue 
badge guide in Worcester, gave us a fascinating talk about the 'Wonderful 
Women of Worcester'.  Elgar's Birthplace in Lower Broadheath was the 
venue for our October meeting.  In November we met at The March Hare Inn 
where we all enjoyed lunch with our visiting District Chairman Pat Dazeley. 
At the beginning of December we decorated a Christmas tree for the 
Christmas tree festival, which was held in the cathedral cloisters from the 8th 
of December until the 5th of January. 
Our last meeting of 2017 was our Christmas lunch when we met at The Swan 
at Whittington.  Our book club has met every month and we have also all met 
for an informal lunch during this period.  We have also got a very good district 
skittles team together for this year's matches, and congratulations to our 
team for winning their first match of this season. 

Margaret Tyas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I hope you enjoy reading News from Clubs around our 
District, together with other Bits & Pieces.  
Many thanks to all those who have contributed to this 
edition.  Please keep sending me news of special 
events and outings together with photographs, not 
forgetting that photographs need to be of good quality 
and sent as a .jpeg or other photo format 

Sarah Crumpton, District Editor 
 

Sarah Crumpton - Editor 
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CELEBRATIONS IN GLOUCESTER 
CELEBRATING TOGETHER WITH ROTARY 

 
 

 

GLOUCESTER DAY - An annual opportunity to celebrate the history of our 
beautiful Cathedral city.  Gloucester Parliamentarians were besieged by King 
Charles I and his army during the Civil war of 1643 but held out and changed 
the course of the war. 
After a service of dedication organisations from with Gloucester process 
through the Gate streets of the city.  The Inner Wheel club of Gloucester, 
together with Rotary, joined the colourful parade along with music from 
various bands.  This year we enjoyed a warm sunny day which brought out 
hordes of spectators enjoying the scene.  
It's a great way to promote our Inner Wheel organisation and combine with 
Rotary to enjoy a happy day 

Hilary Cass 
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News from Barbara Chapman, former member of Gloucester Club 

In July 2016, whilst on a river cruise, I met my new partner!  He’s a 

widower like me and it was all very innocent, but we kept in touch after 

our return to the UK.  We Skyped and emailed until November of that 

year, when he came and visited, and to quote a phrase 'the rest is 

history'.  Initially it was planned that we would retain our own homes 

and 'commute', but having sat in various M5/6 road works, at our age 

we soon realised that this seemed a waste of valuable time!  So after 

spending the majority of the early part of 2017 travelling between 

our two homes, I cut my ties, and moved north in September! 

I now live in Carluke, which is about 5 miles from the World Heritage 

site of New Lanark.  Carluke is also situated between Glasgow and 

Edinburgh, easily accessible by train or with the free bus pass.  
Carluke is in District 2 (shame it wasn’t District 1, our link district but 

you can’t have everything in life!)  I've joined the local U3A and am 

now a member of the Inner Wheel Club of Motherwell and Wishaw 

where I have been warmly welcomed.    

When I joined the Inner Wheel Club of Gloucester some 24 years ago, 

little did I realise how much I would enjoy Inner Wheel and, more 

importantly, what I would do within the organisation.  I have wonderful 

memories of my time in D10.  I’ve made an amazing number of friends 

too and I miss you all.  I'm looking forward to meeting many of you 

again at Conference in Bournemouth and at future conferences too. 

My email is barbara.chapman46@gmail.com if anyone wishes to keep in 

touch. 

Thank you all for the friendship and fun, long may it continue, albeit 

from afar!! 

Dear D10 friends 

Many of you will now know I am no longer living in the 

area of D10, in fact, I am no longer living in England 

 but north of the border in Scotland.  I can only 

 apologise that I did not have the opportunity to make 

this known and say "goodbye" properly prior to my 

departure north, but I simply ran out of time! 

mailto:barbara.chapman46@gmail.com
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PROMOTING INNER WHEEL 
 

District 10 have Display Boards that are used at Meetings, Events, and 

Conferences. 

They are available on loan to clubs in our District so if you are hosting a 

special event and would like to borrow them to promote your club, or Inner 

Wheel in general, please get in touch with me 

Sarah Crumpton, Editor 
 

 
 

Promoting Inner Wheel whilst 
supporting those in need! 

 
 

 

 

Clevedon Inner Wheel 

supports Andrew House, 

a home for recovering 

addicts in Clevedon.  For 

the past two years 

members have packed 

Christmas boxes with 

good things so that the 

residents may enjoy a 

treat at Christmas, 

rather than simply the 

essentials. Here, Molly, 

Chris and Ann are 

pictured handing over the 

boxes to staff and 

residents  



41 

 

  

 

 
 

                            LUNCH WITH GIRLFRIENDS 
 

 

Elaine's vertigo has never been worse 

Kay can't recall where she left her purse 

Rhonda's about to replace her knees 

Linda's breathing is tinged with a wheeze 
 

Donna's left boob has a troublesome lump 

Diane's on her third trip to take a dump 

Lorraine's husband can't remember a thing 

Nine years a widow, Marge still wears her ring. 
 

Marlene is dealing with another UTI 

Sally's giving a hearing aid another try 

Marie has decided she can't drive at night 

Sharon still wears clothes two sizes too tight. 
 

They've been through divorces and babies and wakes 

They do for each other whatever it takes 

They've already buried Marcia and Kate 

And truthfully, Lizzie's not looking so great. 
 

So whenever they can, they get out to eat 

Open bottles of wine and forget their sore feet   

There's laughing and crying and letting down guards 

And when the bill comes, there's 10 credit cards. 
 

So here's to the waiters who keep orders straight 

And to the places that let lunches run three hours late 

And here's to the girlfriends, those near and those far 

Here's to the girlfriends, you know who you are. 
 

Kathy O'Malley 
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ROSEMARY MELLOR  OBE JP 1925 - 2018 
 

The Inner Wheel Club of Bristol Severnside 
paid their respects to former member, 
Rosemary, in an earlier Number 10 
Telegraph magazine.  Gloucester Club 
would like to add their tribute to an 
amazing lady. 
Rosemary had only been a member of 
Gloucester Club for two years after leaving 
the Bristol area to move north to be near 
her family. Through Chris, Rosemary's 
daughter, we came to know more of her 
remarkable life. 
Born in Newport, Shropshire, Rosemary studied at a Secretarial College after 
leaving school.  She then joined the Women's Royal Naval Service in 1943. 
She married Dick in 1946, and they went on to have four children, and later 
nine grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. 
In 1962 Rosemary joined the WRVS, and went on to found Ladies' Circle clubs 
and, in 1970, joined the National Association of Inner Wheel in Avon and later 
Bristol Severnside. 
Rosemary served the community as a school Governor, and as Justice of the 
Peace in various Bristol courts, serving for a total of 21 years.  She was 
awarded the OBE for services to Political and Public Services in 1990. 
Rosemary's legacy must surely be in the commitment she made to the 
'Impact International Foundation', a charity that worked with sick and 
disadvantaged people in India and Bangladesh.  She devoted much of her life 
to promoting the organisation, visiting India to see for herself the schools, 
clinics and hospital ships at work.  Rosemary became an ambassador, giving 
many talks to raise awareness and funding.  
Her strong Catholic faith underpinned all that she did, and her energy and 
enthusiasm inspired everyone that she met.  We were so fortunate to have 
known her.  R.I.P.  Rosemary 

Hilary Cass 
Club Correspondent, Gloucester Club 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
New Members 

Dursley Sally Dapling 

Gloucester Fiona Miles:   Stephanie Goodman 

Hereford Wye Valley Elizabeth Zeuner:   Viv Nugent 

Royal Forest of Dean Teresa Gaffney:  Jane Toomer:  Wendy Guilfoyle: 
Sophie Evans:  Heather Hewer 

Malvern Shirley Corrin 

Nailsea Jenny Nicholls 

North Wilts Cherrie Elliott 

Stroud Patricia Gilmore 

Thornbury Jane Hinton 
 

Resignations  

Cirencester Jennie Beadle:   Terry Waglan:   Cynthia Hay 

Clevedon Cheryl Parry:  Jean Lochrie 

Hereford Wye Valley Kay Davies:  Di Jones:  Gill Attwood:  Penny Portch 

Malvern Iris Charlesworth 

Nailsea Margaret Crawford:  Carol Hudson:  Jean Hunt:  Marion 
Covington:  Jean Williamson:  Tina Andrews 

Newent Clare Gurney:  Peggy Sutherland:  Fran Robbins 

Royal Forest of Dean Anne Cavill:  Liz Morgan: Jayne Gibson 

Stroud Monica Payne:  Fiona Turner:  Jenny Warner 

Thornbury Jenny Hales 
 

Inter-District Transfers - From Royal Forest of Dean to Gloucester 
Karen Yonge and Peggy Daniels 

 

Deaths  
Barbara Frier                 Cirencester Jean Jukes                                 Dursley 
Maureen Meredith          Pershore Gill Rogers                                  Stroud 

 

DATES and INFORMATION FOR DIARIES – correct at time of going to press 
 

District Meetings 2018 
  Thursday 14th June AGM & District Meeting, The Gables Hotel, GL12 8DL 
Executive Committee Meetings 2018 
  Tuesday 5th June Executive Meeting at the home of Pat Rawlings 
Association Conference 2018 
  18th-21st March Bournemouth 
District Summer Rally 2018 
  Wednesday 11th July BAWA, Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol BS34 7RG 

Coffee available on arrival - lunch 12.30 for 1.00 pm 
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Children's Hospice South West 

Two branches in our District 

Little Bridge House 

& Charlton Farm 

www.chsw.org.uk 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN PAT DAZLELEY'S NOMINATED 

CHARITY 2017-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope Support Services 

For young people in a family health crisis 

Based in Ross-on-Wye 

www.hopesupport.org.uk 

Acorns for the Three Counties 

with a branch in Worcester 

www.acorns.org.uk 

Together for Short Lives 

Covering the whole of the UK 
www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk 

For 2017/18 

Association President Liz Thomas asked that Clubs support 

Children's Hospices local to their area  

Below are details of some offering care in and around our District 

James Hopkins Trust - based in Gloucester 

Caring for the under-fives and their families 

http://www.jameshopkinstrust.org.uk 

Jessie May - Hospice at Home care for terminally 

ill children in South Glos, North Somerset, Bath, & 

some parts of Wiltshire 

www.jessiemay.org.uk 
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INNER WHEEL CLUBS IN DISTRICT 10 
www.innerwheeldistrict10.co.uk 

 
 

 

 
The copy deadline for the Summer Issue is FRIDAY 11th MAY 2018 

 

Please can all incoming Presidents provide a brief profile 
and photo for inclusion in this magazine 

 

All contributions must be free of copyright 
 

Editor: Sarah Crumpton, 11 Ewelme Close, Dursley GL11 4NE 
 

Tel:  01453 519400                   email:  sarah@crumptononline.co.uk 

http://www.innerwheeldistrict10.co.uk/

