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NOVEMBER, 2019 
 

President Ann’s Anthology 

I’m very pleased to say that the Interclub Lunch 

went well, with around 80 people attending.  

Everyone seemed to enjoy the lunch and 

enjoyed the chatter and friendship of the day.  I 

would like to say a huge thank you to all the 

Committee for their help and support and 

especially to Carol who did so much of the 

organising. 

The International Rally at Peopleton was just the 

day before our Interclub, so that was a very busy 

week! 

We had a most amusing and informative talk at 

the Club meeting from Dick Alford, a former 

policeman in Kington. 

This was closely followed by a very jolly morning 

at Mollie’s packing the shoeboxes for the 

international charity Link to Hope.  Many thanks 

to Mollie for hosting us and to Ruth for 

organising us. 

Jean H hosted a lovely coffee morning which 

was very well attended; thank you Jean. 

Liz, Norma, Eileen and I went to the Gloucester 

Interclub lunch which was very well attended.  

The meal was excellent and the speaker, Steve 

Knibbs, who is a BBC reporter, gave a very interesting talk.  

Several members braved flooded roads to get to the friendly skittles match with Worcester Severn IW 

members and, I understand, a good time was had by all. 

In friendship, 

Ann 

 

Coming up! 

Wednesday 27 November:  Club Meeting at The Bay 

Horse Inn, 6.30 for 7pm.  Speaker will be Angela 

Williams on ‘Rotherwas Together’.  Speaker’s Host:  

Sue O;  Raffle:  Susie;  Dinner Money:  Rhianon and 

Jean M 

Friday 29 November:  Fill Christmas gift bags for 

Women’s Refuge at Ellen’s, 2.30pm 

Thursday 5 December:  Coffee Morning chez Mollie 

Wednesday 11 December:  MS Lunch – Jane and Anne E 

Wednesday 11 December:  Club Christmas Dinner at 

The Bell Inn, Tillington, 6.30 for 7pm 

Thursday 12 December:  Pantomime ‘Cinderella’ at 

The Courtyard (see Red Book) 

Thursday 12 December:  Christmas Concert at All 

Saints’ Church, 7pm 

Sunday 12 January:  World Inner Wheel Day 

celebrations at Withington Village Hall 

Wednesday 15 January:  Natty Knitters chez Norma, 

11am.  Please take a plate of lunch food for this first 

session of 2020! 
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LINK TO HOPE CHRISTMAS BOXES 

Thank you all for the wonderful result of 33 shoeboxes, now delivered to the Ledbury collection point, for 

Link to Hope.  4 bags of beautifully knitted goods provided by the Natty Knitters also went, and will act as 

shock-absorbing packing between the boxes on their journey, until they reach their destination and are 

distributed to the needy. 

The boxes, for either families or the elderly, will go to very deserving poor and desperate people in Ukraine, 

Moldova, Romania and Bulgaria. 

The charity Link to Hope is not only a Christmas charity........they run projects throughout the year in these 

four countries, and have a network of volunteers on the ground there who work with local people such as 

village mayors to identify people in need. 

We had a busy time at Mollie’s packing all the shoeboxes.  It was great to have so many helping - 17 of us!  

Good thing Mollie had plenty of space for us.  There was an absolute mountain of goods piled onto Mollie’s 

vast table, and overflowing! But in the end it all went into the boxes, which were then wrapped ready for 

the off.  Jill acted as coffee monitor and sustained us when we flagged!  But we were done by 11.30am.  

Not bad! 

Ruth 

 

 

DISTRICT INTERNATIONAL RALLY – 28 October 

President Ann, Liz, Jane, Jean H and I had a most enjoyable and informative day out at the International 

Rally in Peopleton Village Hall, the day before our Interclub - a busy week! 

After a warm welcome by District Chairman Jane, we were greeted by the top brass of International Inner 

Wheel, our own District 10 member, Phyllis Charter.  She just had a few spare days between jetting off 

around the world on International visits!  Next stop was to Sri Lanka to see the successful twin toilet project 

we supported last year. 

The guest speaker at the Rally was John Walton, the Vice Chairman of the Himalayan Trust UK, who gave a 

presentation about their current project.  Jan Crouch, our D10 International Service Officer, is committed to 

supporting this project with its two-fold aims:  

1.  To provide a toilet and washing facilities at the girls’ hostel 

in the school at Lelep, a very remote mountain area in 

Northern Nepal where the pupils need to board, as their 

homes are so distant. 

This photo shows the present single sanitary provision at the 

hostel for the 30 girls. 

2.  To provide education to girls’ and mothers’ groups across a 

wider area covering 3 more schools, to explain their periods 

and how to manage them in the most hygienic way, privately 

and with dignity.  Also, to teach groups how to make washable 

sanitary pads. 

At present it is common practice in the area to banish girls and 

women to a shed during their menstrual period, of course 

causing huge disruption to girls’ education.  These attitudes need to be changed through education and the 

provision of proper facilities, and it is the Government’s aim that this should happen;  however, being such 

a very poor country, aid from charities such as The Himalayan Trust is invaluable. 

Jan Crouch’s daughter Michelle is at present in Nepal in a medical volunteering post, investigating how we 

can best help with the education side of the project. 
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It was a very special day for Jan, as guest speaker John Walton had set up a phone call to Michelle during 

our Rally which was relayed to all of us in the room.   He talked to her of what she will investigate at the 

school but didn’t tell her till the end that we could all hear her!  Jan was both excited and overwhelmed! 

Now, as I write, Jan and Anne A of Pershore IW, plus their Rotary husbands and John Walton are actually 

there in Lelep to see how the project will be developed.  These hardy souls will have had to brave a very 

long 4x4 journey through the mountainous territory, followed by a 3-hour uphill trek to get to the remote 

Lelep area.  They were feeling some trepidation at the thought of it during the Rally! 

They will have to endure the privations of the primitive privy you see in the photo, and probably some 

“interesting” food and bedding arrangements! 

We shall be supporting our District International Service Officer by donating some of our Overseas money 

during the year to this project. ISO Ruth 

 

 

OUR INTERCLUB LUNCH – 29 October 

Wow!!  Many congratulations to President Ann and SVP 

Carol for organising our Interclub Lunch so well.  We had a 

lovely day at Penyard House and, despite the District 

International Rally having been held the day before and it 

also being half-term week, when some ladies are with their 

families, we had a wonderful attendance with 80 booked in, 

and 12 Clubs in D10 were represented.  Our guests were DC 

Jane, and Kevin Hewison and Chris Starnes from the 

Hereford City and Wye Valley Rotary Clubs.  See more 

photos below. 

After a delicious lunch Mike Watkins gave us a fascinating 

look back in his talk entitled “Remember the 60s?”  Mike 

doesn’t think there has been a decade like the 1960s since, 

and he’s probably right!  He showed us pictures which brought back vivid memories of those days, and 

reminded us all of so many things, such as the first heart transplant operation, pocket calculators being 

invented, The Beatles, the Great Train Robbery, and Concorde flying in 1969, a few months before man first 

walked on the moon. 

This was a super presentation which everyone thoroughly enjoyed, as it brought back so many memories.  

If you weren’t able to be at our Interclub, do go and hear Mike’s talk if the opportunity arises – he’s a great 

speaker and extremely entertaining. 

This was another wonderful Interclub!! Liz 

 

 

President Ann with District Chairman Jane 
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Photos of members and guests enjoying our Interclub at Penyard House, and a view of the wonderful trees in the hotel garden 

 

GLOUCESTER INTERCLUB – 12 NOVEMBER 

Four of us, President Ann, Norma, Eileen and I, thoroughly enjoyed Gloucester’s annual Interclub lunch, 

held as usual at Brickhampton Golf Club, where they always provide us with a super meal and this year was 

no exception.  Around 80 ladies shared IW fellowship and chatted, before hearing the guest speaker, Steve 

Knibbs, who is the Gloucester area reporter for BBC’s Points West programme.  This is similar to our 

Midlands Today, and Steve confirmed that 60 per cent of his news is passed on to the Midlands Today 

team.  Steve is a Gloucester boy, has been doing this work for 13 years and feels it a privilege to have this 

job.  There is no typical schedule to his daily 10 hour, 4 day week – if there is a strong topic then he goes 

with that, and otherwise has to come up with an idea.  The programme runs for exactly 27½ minutes, and 

the average time of any article is 1 minute 40 seconds.  The producers like reports to be given live if 
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possible and are speaking into his ear piece as he’s broadcasting.  He said one gets used to that, but it 

sounds challenging to me!  Roughly a fifth of the interviews and filming are done by 11.30am to 12 noon, 

and sometimes he may have to go live on the 1.30pm local news summary.  He has a cameraman with him, 

but said how useful mobile phones are now for filming and taking photos. 

He pointed out that he always needs to have appropriate clothing with him – he may be speaking to a 

dignitary, or interviewing farmers in the market!!  Children in Need is coming up soon, so he’ll be busy with 

reports on that. 

Steve was an excellent speaker, the Gloucester members were great hosts, and everyone had a super time.  

I do urge members to go to these Interclubs – they never fail to give pleasure and it’s so good to meet up 

with fellow members from around District 10. Liz 

 

FRIENDLY SKITTLES MATCH WITH WORCESTER SEVERN – 14 NOVEMBER 

Well what a day November 14th turned out to be! 

After a few phone calls, we decided to carry on with our skittles match despite the weather, which really 

couldn't have been much worse.  It had poured with rain for simply ages! 

Jane was unable to pick up President Ann due to local flooding, but nine of us including Colin, Shirley's 

husband, who kindly volunteered to "stick up" for us, made it to the Walwyn Arms. 

We played about 3 games before lunch and the 11 Worcester Severn Club members were just ahead of us 

by 6 points, so we had everything to play for afterwards.  Unfortunately, however, the weather had got a 

lot worse since we had arrived and our road back was flooded, so we all decided we needed to return 

home quickly, which meant abandoning our match at the half way point.  The journey home was interesting 

and fortunately we didn't have to make too much of a detour, but got held up with flooded roads and 

traffic jams.  However, thankfully, everyone got home safe and sound! 

Mollie, I think, probably had the worst journey home by taking a different way back to the rest of us, but 

you'll have to ask her about that!!!! 

In spite of everything, we all agreed that we had had a great time with Worcester Severn and perhaps we 

will play them again in the District skittles competition - if we can beat Leominster IW Club, who we play 

first!  That District skittles match with Leominster will take place early in the New Year, so please come 

along and enjoy IW friendship as well as a good lunch!!! Jane 

 

DISTRICT MEETING – 18 November 

President Ann, accompanied by six members, attended the District Meeting, held at Gloucester Farmers’ 

Club.  This venue is ideal for us, and the 2 course buffet lunch is excellent – plenty of it and seconds for 

those who can manage some more. 

The District Minutes will be put on our website when they are received, so there’s no need to give a lengthy 

account of what went on – except to say that Eileen’s offer to step up (for the second time) as First Vice in 

order to become District Chairman next July (there being no other volunteer) was very gratefully accepted 

by everyone.  So, congratulations Eileen, and you know the Club will give you all the support you need to 

make 2020-21 another good IW year. 

 

A mammoth number of milk tops had been 

collected by members and friends over the past few 

months, and altogether – in two loads! - 9 dustbin 

bags full of tops were taken to the Gloucester Club, 

who pass them on for recycling, to be used in the 

manufacture of toys. 
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WOMEN’S REFUGE 

We only need three more items for the bags for the ladies in the Refuge.  These are: 

1 Conditioner   2 Talc 

I have been to Home Bargains and found Johnson’s baby talc for £1 (true, it was in Penrith!).  Inexpensive 

items to complete the collection for the Refuge. 

I will be at the next meeting and we’ll fill the bags on 29 November at Ellen’s house, which she kindly 

agreed to at the last meeting. 

A very big thank you for all the donations.  We will fill 15 bags with the items, plus a raffle for the ladies to 

enjoy on Christmas Day.  They will also get a make-up bag each with little items in, including things like a 

comb or nail files in some of them. Best wishes, Angela 

 

 

HWV ROTARY CLUB CHRISTMAS CONCERT – 12 December 

I have received an invitation from HWV Rotary Club to a Christmas Concert at All Saints’ Church on 

Thursday 12 December.  The evening will start at 7pm with drinks and then the Britten Singers will perform 

for about an hour, followed by some readings and carols.  There will be mulled wine and mince pies after 

that.  The cost is £10 (for Rotary charities). 

This is the same evening as our visit to the pantomime, but those not going to the theatre may like to go to 

the concert.  Please let me know and I will order the tickets from David Newton nearer the time. 

President Ann 

URGENT APPEAL 

Quite some time ago Bill wrote to us telling us that he could no longer continue maintaining the website.  

There have been no offers from members yet to take this on, so I am appealing to all of you to think 

carefully about whether you, your husband, partner or a friend would be willing, and have the necessary 

skills, to keep the website active - otherwise we shall lose this valuable tool. 

Sincere thanks go to Bill who has worked so hard to keep the website up to date for us.  Bill has said that he 

is willing to give any assistance he can to a new webmaster. 

 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Susie is recovering from her fall and Pat C is poorly but happily now back home.  Please don’t call or ring 

Pat, as she finds this very tiring – Anne E is keeping President Ann updated.  You are, of course, in our 

thoughts, Pat. 

 

 

The Coffee Morning on Thursday 5 December 

at 10.30am will be hosted by Mollie 

 

 

The Natty Knitters next meet up on Wednesday 15 January 

at Norma’s, at 11am.  Please bring a plate of lunch food 

with you for the first get-together of the New Year! 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

If you would like to join in our usual practice of making a donation of £5 instead of 

exchanging Christmas cards with fellow members, please give your money to Shirley at 

November’s Club meeting.  President Ann suggests that we give the money raised to 

St. Michael’s Hospice.  There will be a list for you to sign in the Red Book, but your cash 

or cheque should be handed to Shirley!  Those participating will convey their good 

wishes to members in December’s newsletter. 

 

 

CLUB CHRISTMAS DINNER – 11 December:  We’re looking forward to our Christmas Dinner 

at The Bell Inn, Tillington on Wednesday 11 December.  Please remember to bring a 

wrapped gift to the value of £5 for our Bran Tub. 

 

 

WORLD INNER WHEEL DAY 

We’ll be celebrating World Inner Wheel Day in our usual way on Sunday 12 January, 

meeting up in Withington Village Hall from 12 noon to 2pm, when partners are invited.  

Usual format – bring a plate of food and items for the Bring and Buy stall.  We’ll also need a 

few prizes for the raffle.  And please remember to bring packs of biscuits which will be 

distributed to local causes as we traditionally do. 

RED BOOK 

Thursday 12 December 
 

Pantomime - Cinderella 
at The Courtyard, 7pm 

Tickets £17.50 – and please 
say if you’d like a meal 
before the show.   

Thursday 12 December HWV Rotary Club’s 
Christmas Concert at All 
Saints’ Church 

7pm, mulled wine and 
mince pies - £10 (for Rotary 
charities) 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

         Congratulations and all good wishes to 

Pat C, Ruth and Carol, each of whom 

have a birthday during December 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING UP SOON: 

CLUB MEETING:  Wednesday 27 November at The Bay Horse Inn, 6.30 for 7pm. 
 Speaker:  Angela Williams – Rotherwas Together  
FILLING CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS FOR WOMEN’S REFUGE:  Friday 29 November chez 
 Ellen at 2.30pm 
COFFEE MORNING:  Thursday 5 December at 10.30am, chez Mollie 
MS LUNCH:  Wednesday 11 December:  Jane and Anne E 
CLUB CHRISTMAS DINNER:  Wednesday 11 December at The Bell Inn, Tillington, 6.30 
 for 7pm.  Remember a gift for the Bran Tub! 
PANTOMIME:  Thursday 12 December at The Courtyard 
CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT:  Thursday 12 December at All Saints’ Church, 7pm 
NATTY KNITTERS:  Wednesday 15 January at Norma’s, 11am (and bring your lunch!!) 
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All items for the next Newsletter need to be with Liz, please, by Thursday 5 December 

 

See Club news and information on our website:  www.innerwheelherefordwyevalley.org 

 

 

Black and white and now 50 shades of grey!! 
My mum used to cut chicken, chop eggs and spread butter on bread on the same cutting board with the 
same knife and no bleach, but we didn't seem to get food poisoning. 
Our school sandwiches were wrapped in wax paper in a brown paper bag, not in ice pack coolers, but I can't 
remember getting E. coli.  Almost all of us would have rather gone swimming in the lake or at the beach 
instead of a pristine pool (talk about boring), no beach closures then. 
We all took PE - And risked permanent injury with a pair of Dunlop sandshoes instead of having cross-
training athletic shoes with air cushion soles and built-in light reflectors that cost as much as a small car.  I 
can't recall any injuries but they must have happened because they tell us how much safer we are now. 
We got the cane for doing something wrong at school, they used to call it discipline yet we all grew up to 
accept the rules and to honour and respect those older than us.  We had 50 kids in our class and we all 
learned to read and write, do maths and spell almost all the words needed to write a grammatically correct 
letter, FUNNY THAT! 
We all said prayers in school irrespective of our religion, sang the national anthem and no one got upset. 
Staying in detention after school caught all sorts of negative attention we wish we hadn’t got. 
I thought that I was supposed to accomplish something before I was allowed to be proud of myself.  I just 
can't recall how bored we were without computers, Play Station, Nintendo, X-box or 270 digital TV cable 
stations.  We weren't! 
Oh yes - and where was the antibiotics and sterilisation kit when I got that bee sting?  I could have been 
killed! 
We played “King of the Hill” on piles of gravel left on vacant building sites and when we got hurt, Mum 
pulled out the 2/6p bottle of iodine and then we got our bottoms spanked.  Now it's a trip to the emergency 
room, followed by a 10 day dose of antibiotics and then Mum calls the lawyer to sue the contractor for 
leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was such a threat. 
To top it off, not a single person I knew had ever been told that they were from a dysfunctional family.  How 
could we possibly have known that? 
We never needed to get into group therapy and/or anger management classes.  We were obviously so 
duped by so many social ills, that we didn't even notice that the entire country wasn't taking Prozac! 
How did we ever survive? 
LOVE TO ALL OF US WHO SHARED THIS ERA, AND TO ALL WHO DIDN’T, SORRY FOR WHAT YOU MISSED.  I 
WOULDN'T TRADE IT FOR ANYTHING! 
Pass this on to someone - and remember that life's most simple pleasures are very often the best. 
Aaaah, those WERE the days! 

Thanks to Nicky Clark, Hove 
 

 

Next meetings:  Wednesday 27 November at 

The Bay Horse Inn, 6.30 for 7pm and 

Wednesday 11 December at The Bell Inn, 

Tillington – Club Christmas Dinner 

Our Interclub:  Tuesday 29 October at 

Penyard House, Weston-under-Penyard 

 

http://www.innerwheelherefordwyevalley.org/

