
 

 

 

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

Since our October Chit Chat, Rob and I have been to Torquay with the Ramblers. I was unable to be at the 
joint meeting with the Soroptimists on 23rd October. Vice-President Nic had booked the speaker and she 
led the meeting and I have heard that the meal was good, and the speaker certainly gave you food for 
thought! Unfortunately, not many Soroptimists attended but we were very well represented. Thank you, 
Nic! 

I seem to have been to a lot of Inner Wheel related meals recently! On October 28th, Maria kindly drove me 
to the District International Rally, hosted by Pershore. It was very special to have International Inner Wheel 
President, Phyllis Charter at our Rally, but it also turned out to be a very emotional occasion as the speaker 
from the Himalayan Trust UK project had arranged a phone call with District International Service Organiser, 
Jan Crouch's daughter who is a nurse volunteering in Nepal for a year! Not a dry eye in the house! On 29th, 
Liz Armitage drove Beryl and I to Hereford Wye Valley Interclub at Penyard House. This was a lovely venue 
and a delicious meal with an excellent speaker on the 60's who stepped in at short notice. On the 30th 
October I went to the Corinium Hotel for the 5th Wednesday meal. There were only 7 of us as Rotary 
President, Susan Bishop, wasn't well enough to join us, but it was a very pleasant and sociable evening. 

On 7th November, we had our committee meeting at Audrey's, with lots of planning of the forth-coming 
events and on 12th, Audrey, Beryl and Maria helped me to price the many items we had to sell at the 
Charities Fayre, ably supported by a G&T! 

On the 12th November, I was the only member from Cirencester to attend Gloucester's Interclub. This was, 
as always, a lovely occasion. (See my report later!) On 13th, Rob and I attended the Rotary Guest Evening at 
the Corinium where Alan Welsford gave us a very interesting talk about how Cirencester town has changed 
over the years. Many of those there remembered Woolworth’s but, of course, I haven't been here long 
enough! As Rotary President, Susan Bishop, is unwell, Vice-President, Mark Wilton, chaired the meeting and 
kindly gave me a cheque for £250 for Inner Wheel as a "thank you" for the support we give them at events. 
I thanked them on the night, but I have also written to thank Rotary as it is very generous of them. 

The Charities Fayre on 16th November was an excellent event and we raised a substantial amount for the 
Big Yellow Bus Project which supports the homeless in Cirencester. Many thanks for all your donations, your 
help with pricing and your help on the day. Special thanks to Nic for making the Christmas cake for "Guess 
the Weight", to Jenny Beadle for knitting all those hats to fit over chocolates, to Cotswold District Council 
for providing the map for the game to "Find the Big Yellow Bus", to Maureen Burton who is to become a 
member very soon and especially to Beryl's daughter, Sophie, who worked so hard on the stall all 
afternoon! Thank you all! We will present the cheque to the Big Yellow Bus project founder at Inner Wheel 
Day in January. 

I went to the District Meeting in Gloucester on 18th and, as well as the usual reports, we were told the 
excellent news that Eileen Hammond is returning to the District Executive committee and will be District 
Chairman (for the second time) 2020-2021, as long as she has a Vice-Chairman! Thank you so much, Eileen! 
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Judy’s Jottings 
 



I didn't make lunch with Sylvia on 19th but I am sure some members got to the Greyhound to join her. I 
have a lot going on presently as Rob's health is deteriorating and, as well as his Parkinson's and chronic back 
pain, he is now being investigated for anaemia and water-retention! 

Poor Gaille fell and cracked her kneecap! It's very painful but we all send her lots of love for a speedy 
recovery. Gaille has said she is happy to edit Chit Chat for us, even with a painful knee! Thank you, Gaille! 

I am looking forward to our Christmas Party and the Soup Kitchen next week. Longfield have been very 
supportive to Rob & I, so I hope we make a nice lot of money for them!  I'm sure we can count on your 
support as always. 

Yours in Inner Wheel friendship                                                      President Judy x 

 

 

Presentation of Cheque from Cirencester Rotary Club to Inner Wheel Club of Cirencester in appreciation of all 

assistance and support during the year. 



JOINT MEETING WITH THE SOROPTIMISTS  

Wednesday 23rd October we were hosts to the Soroptimists.  Eleven guests attended. After a delicious meal 
we had a guest speaker. 

 The speaker was Cate Cody who gave an interesting talk on recycling. 

In the UK we produce 57 million tons of waste per year. Cate is very passionate about recycling, what she 
buys and how she reuses packaging. She only puts her waste bin out once every three years and her 
recycling bin six times a year. 

She takes a Tupperware box when shopping to cut down on packaging. She makes her own toothpaste. It 
helps having a compost bin. She gave us many examples on how to save waste. 

A good website to check out is Teracycle. They can recycle non recycling such as pens, coffee pods, plastic 
gloves etc.            Beryl Jones 

HEREFORD WYE VALLEY INTERCLUB 

This was on Tuesday 29th October when thankfully the day was fine and sunny after a few days of awful wet 

weather.   The event was held at Penyard House, Weston-under-Penyard which was a beautiful location 

with plenty of parking.  Judy, Beryl and I had a good uneventful journey up and arrived in plenty of time to 

enjoy a cup of coffee before the official lunch began.  Audrey was due to join us but unfortunately couldn’t 

make it on the day.  We missed you Audrey.  After the formal introductions of guests and the lighting of the 

friendship candle we all enjoyed a very good lunch with lots of friendship and chatter.  The speaker for the 

day had unfortunately had to cancel at short notice but a substitute had been found quickly.  He was Mike 

Watkins and his subject was Remembering the Swinging 60’s.  This proved to be a superb light-hearted talk 

with slides and really took us all on a trip down memory lane and proved to be a very good substitute for 

the planned speaker.  Mike talked about fashion and models, from flower power to Twiggy and Mary 

Quant.  How short miniskirts were and how many people or objects could fit into a mini car.  The music we 

listened to by artists in the 60’s from The Beatles to the Rolling Stones, from Cliff Richard to Elvis, Sandie 

Shaw and Cilla Black and then how we listened to this music on Radio Caroline.  Then Mike covered the 

tragic events of the 60’s like the assassination of J F Kennedy and Martin Luther King and the death of our 

most famous of Prime Ministers Sir Winston Churchill.  There was the 1966 Football World Cup when 

England beat Germany 4-2.  Mike’s closing picture was of an iconic moment in July 1969 when Neil 

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were the first two humans to walk on the moon and Neil Armstrong said  “That's 

one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."  We all remember that don’t we.  A good talk enjoyed 

by all.            Liz Armitage 

INNER WHEEL DISTRICT INTERNATIONAL RALLY 

On Monday 28th October, President Judy and Maria Hickox attended the lunch held at Peopleton Village 
Hall, Pershore. We were made most welcome on arrival by the ladies from Pershore and their President, 
Sue Braysher. It began with an introduction of all those present on the top table, and Jane Peak, Chairman 
of Inner Wheel District 10, said a few words, followed by greetings from our International Wheel President, 
Phyllis Charter. After lighting the Friendship Candle, we enjoyed an interesting talk on “Facilitating girls’ 
attendance at school” in Nepal, by our guest speaker John Walton, Vice Chairman of the Himalayan Trust 
Up. The trust aims to ensure that every child has access to an education, particularly in the remote 
mountain districts of Nepal, in the regions surrounding Everest and Kanchenjunga. 
At the beginning of his talk, John spoke on the telephone to Michelle, a nurse working on behalf of the trust 
in Nepal, and we were all listening in on their conversation. It was an emotional day, as Michelle is the 
daughter of Jan Crouch, District International Service Officer, present on the day with other family members 
at the lunch. It was a wonderful surprise for Michelle. She was going to work in a girls’ hostel there, which 
had been built as a home for the girls who had travelled a long way to come to the school. Part of her job 
going forward would be to look into “Period Poverty”, and rather than take out copious supplies of sanitary 



products, she was planning to show the girls how to make pads from strips of fabric for themselves. The 
idea being to make them self-sufficient in the future. The Nepalese Government is trying hard to change 
attitudes towards menstruation by advocating the rights of women and girls and educating them about 
their bodily changes and functions. Previously the girls had been shut away in a shed for a few days, missing 
lessons during their periods. Since the foundation of the trust in 1989, they have built 27 schools, 2 
hospitals, 12 health clinics, introduced training programmes in over 200 schools and worked on re-
forestation projects and disaster relief. 

We enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by the ladies from Pershore.   Maria Hickox 

Below is a picture of the children outside their school in Nepal 

   

MACMILLAN CHRISTMAS FAYRE 16TH NOVEMBER 2019 

On Saturday 16th November we all arrived at Cirencester Parish Church and set up our stall in our allocated 
spot, which was in a prominent place, in the middle of the Church. President Judy, bought boxes, 
decorations and tablecloths for the stall. We set the Easel up next to the stall and put the Map to find the 
Yellow Bus on the Easel. The Guess the weight of the cake was next to the Easel. We had lots of wonderful 
gifts for under £5 for Men, Women and Children. 

The footfall was continuous, and we had a rota to help, with a lot of our Members taking a turn and Beryl’s 
daughter Sophie came to help. Jennie Beadle, a Friend of Inner Wheel knitted 60 Christmas Hats and 
Christmas Puddings to put Ferrero Rocher’s in, these sold well.  

Beryl, President Judy, Audrey and Maria spent an evening earlier in the week before pricing all the items for 
the stall. 



President Judy took the cake for a walk at about 3pm to get more people to guess and it was won by Mary, 
a member of the Committee for Longfield. 

We have received an email from MacMillan thanking us for taking part. 

We raised over £200, which is a great result.  

Well done to everyone, a great team effort.      NIC 

  

 

A FEW MEMBERS OF THE MARKETING TEAM AT THE MACMILLAN FAYRE 

GLOUCESTER INTERCLUB - TUESDAY, 12TH NOVEMBER 2019 

Unfortunately, I was the only Cirencester member able to attend Gloucester Interclub, but it was as usual, a 
lovely occasion. They hold it in the Brickhampton Golf Complex, Churchdown which is light and airy, easy to 
find and has plenty of parking. I sat with a very friendly group of ladies and I was especially grateful to 
Gloucester member Judith Cosgrif who realised I was on my own and sat with me having coffee before it 
started. 

President Hilary Cass welcomed us and introduced her top table which included her son Matt Cass who is 
President of Gloucester Rotary this year! District Chairman, Jane Peak, lit the candle of friendship and 
brought greetings from District 10, followed by greeting s from the Rotary President. The meal was delicious 
and beautifully presented on hot plates! 

Our speaker was Steve Knibbs who many of us will know from BBC local news. He is the Gloucestershire 
reporter for Midlands Today and Points West. Steve told us that, as a Gloucester boy, he started his career 
by answering the phone when Radio Gloucester started in the 1980s when he was just 16. He got on to the 



Radio Trainee Reporter Scheme and joined TV in 1999 as the Wiltshire reporter, getting his job representing 
Gloucestershire in 2006. 

Steve usually works with the same cameraman, Mark Leach, and the two of them have to find enough news 
to fill 27 and 1/2  minutes in the evening and 1 minute and 40 seconds at lunchtime! They work with a 
producer in Bristol but write their own scripts. If Mark is away or cannot join him, Steve has his own 
(smaller) camera which he passed round to show us. He also records some interviews on his phone! 

Steve said how much he loves his job because every day is different. He covers some things every year (Air 
Tattoo, Cheltenham Races, floods) but he said he loves a challenge and works well under pressure. He feels 
he is at his best when an incident breaks and he gets an adrenalin rush. He's now been in the job for 13 
years and is never bored! 

One guest asked how he copes with tragedy and Steve said there is help for them with an option for de-
briefing and counselling. Steve told us that BBC Midlands Today and Points West are the most viewed local 
news programmes but we were all surprised to learn that he does not have an auto -cue but has to write, 
learn and remember his script! Steve wanted his fee for giving the talk to go to BBC "Children in Need"! 
Very generous of him! 

A most enjoyable event in a lovely venue with a delicious meal and excellent speaker. Thank you, 

Gloucester!            Judy Lloyd 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY and SECRET SANTA - WEDNESDAY, 27TH NOVEMBER AT RAU 

We always have our Christmas Party in November! Audrey has kindly arranged some entertainment for us 
and Nic is doing a Christmas quiz! Thank you both! Santa has been invited, so don't forget your Secret Santa 
gift (£3). There will be a raffle, some singing and hopefully, some fun! It's a chance to dress up if you want 
to, so let's see some sequins and we'll all sparkle! 

 

SOUP KITCHEN AT DOWN AMPNEY VILLAGE HALL – THURSDAY, 28TH NOVEMBER (12 
NOON - 2.00PM) 

Liz Armitage masterminds this event, and we do thank her and all those who provide soup, bread, cheese, 
fruit etc and those who help on the day. We would be most grateful for donations of Raffle Prizes. Please 
give them to Beryl. Thank you! Proceeds will go to Longfield Hospice which provides help and support to 
those with life-limiting illnesses and their carers. 

 

ROTARY CHRISTMAS DINNER (11TH DECEMBER) AND ROTARY CAROL SERVICE (18TH 
DECEMBER) 

All Inner Wheel members are invited to the Rotary Christmas Dinner and the Rotary Carol Service. Just let 
Liz or Chris Tovey know that you want to attend! 

 

PUB LUNCH WITH SYLVIA - TUESDAY, 17TH DECEMBER 

Some of you may wish to continue the festivities by joining Sylvia for lunch after Cynthia's Coffee Morning. 
We can discuss this at our party on 27th November as Sylvia is hoping to join us. 



COFFEE MORNING AT CYNTHIA'S (98, GLOUCESTER STREET) - TUESDAY, 17TH DECEMBER 
(10.00AM - 12 NOON) 

Cynthia has kindly offered to have a Coffee Morning on Tuesday, 17th December. She will provide tea, 
coffee and biscuits. The parking in Gloucester Street is challenging! On previous occasions we have been 
able to park at the pub, but this is now closed and being turned into flats! Cynthia is worried about this but 
we have told her that it is our problem not hers. Some of us will get dropped off, some will walk, and 
President Judy intends to come by bus! Thank you, Cynthia! It will be a lovely start to Christmas, especially 
as we do not have an Inner Wheel meeting in December! 

 

INNER WHEEL DAY AT JENNY BABER'S ON FRIDAY, 10TH JANUARY 2020 (12 NOON - 
2.00PM) 

Once again, Jenny has kindly offered to host our Inner Wheel Day at 11, Corinium Gate. We all take food to 
share and then have a speaker. This time we have arranged for Gerry Watkins (and possibly his wife, 
Mandy) to come and talk about the Big Yellow Bus and how the project started. We will then present Gerry 
with the cheque for the money raised for them at the Macmillan Coffee Morning on 16th November. Many 
thanks to Jenny & Graham for hosting us! 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND USED STAMPS! 

Don't forget to save your Christmas cards and stamps as these can be re-cycled for charity! Jacky Skinner 
and Yvonne Binks collect the cards and Nic collects the stamps. Please remember to cut the stamps out with 
1/4 of an inch border all round! I am happy to sort the stamps into categories for Nic if you let me have 
them. Thank you!          PRESIDENT JUDY 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

 
“Please will you give my best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to my friends in Cirencester Inner 
Wheel.  
Instead of sending cards to them, I wish to make a donation to go to the “Big Yellow Bus appeal”. 

Mary Bartlett 

 

 

PS   

If YOU would like to send festive greetings to members via Chit Chat, feel free to send an 

email and I will ensure that it is published!    

         Gaille, Editor 

 

 



CLUB DATES FOR 2019/2020 

• Wednesday, 27th November - Christmas Party at RAU and Secret Santa 

• Thursday, 28th November - Soup Kitchen at Down Ampney Village Hall 

• Wednesday, 11th December - Rotary Christmas Dinner RAU 7.30pm (Black Tie) 

• Tuesday, 17th December - Coffee Morning at Cynthia's (10.00am - 12 noon) 

• Wednesday, 18th December - Rotary Carol Service. 7.00pm. Stratton Church 

• Tuesday, 7th January 2020 - Club c'ttee meeting at Liz T's - 7.30pm 

• Wednesday, 8th January - Rotary Guest Night RAU 7.30pm 

• Friday, 10th January - Inner Wheel Day at Jenny Baber's (12 noon - 2.00pm) 

• Wednesday, 22nd January - Joint Meeting with Rotary at RAU, 7.15pm 

 
INTERCLUB DATES: 
 
Chipping Sodbury – Monday 2nd December 2019, 12Noon for 12.30pm – 3 Members 
Attending 
Dursley – Starter Party – Wednesday 4th December, Evening – 2 Members Attending 
Cirencester – Monday 23rd March 2020 
 
It is lovely to see that yet again Cirencester is supporting the other Clubs with their events. 

Nic Hewlett 
Interclub Secretary 

 
 
 

*** DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS *** 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JEAN HAWKEY!  

 

 

Congratulations to Maria on the birth of her little granddaughter 

- Beatrix! 

 
 
 
 
 
            
 

 

 
 

Please note the final date for contributions to the 
 DECEMBER Chit Chat is  

Friday 20th December 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


