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       September and October  2019  

 
Message from the Editor 
 
A busy 2 months with several members on holiday, Hilary on Safari in the Serengeti, Jane by plane and 
train around Scotland and visiting the Britannia.  Eileen away twice once in Manchester and again in Derby, 
and Wendy to Pwllheli and Derbyshire. Carol failed to get away due to the collapse of Thomas Cook, 
hopefully she will be off on the 12th November to La Gomera and we wish her Bon Voyage  Don't forget to 
let me know about your travels. 
 
Club Meetings 
Wednesday 11th September 

The speaker, Joan Flade gave an interesting account about her life living alongside the Masai tribe for 40 
years. Joan said they were a very healthy tribe despite their limited diet. 
It was good to see the attendance was good, no apologies and we also had a guest, Sue Street, who 
President Carol welcomed. 
 

Wednesday 9th October 

Club meeting at Whitminster Village Hall 
President Jill then introduced our guest speaker -Derek Rogers -who gave a very informative talk on the 
history and the work of the “Mayfield Trust”, how both he and Gill became involved with this trust and 
how it had changed over the years. 
 

Inner Wheel Plaques. 
 
In September 2 Stroud members found they had both been to visit the Margarette Golding Plaques, one to North 
Wales and the second to Manchester both  Eileen and Wendy went on holiday only to discover they had been to 
view the Inner Wheel plaques. 

Eileen visited the Bridgewater Concert Hall Manchester which has been nuilt on the site of the  

Turkish Baths where the first meeting was held.  

This Plaque appears to be very high up on the wall and must be difficult 
for the vertically challenged to read!! 
 

 
I  went to Blaenau Ffestiniog the birthplace of Margarette Golding (then Margarette Owen). Since 2017 when the 

plaque was presented I have always planned to do a short detour 
en route to Pwllheli. ( the town where I lived until I was 18), 
however this never seemed appropriate  until this year when my 
husband, David, suggested we took a trip on the Ffestiniog 
railway from Porthmadog  to Blaenau and I would then be able to 
see the plaque.  
I have only been to Blaenau once and that was back in 1976 when 
the children were very young and the weather was so hot that we 
visited the slate caverns as it was cool down there! My impression 
of Blaenau was not good but I am pleased to say this visit 
certainly changed my view. 
David had even gone to the trouble of finding out  exactly where 



the plaque was, 134 High Street, ten minutes walk from the station. That was an 
understatement almost the last house and as you can see NO PLAQUE!  I should 
have listened more attentively when Katherine explained where it was. 
We retraced our steps back to the town centre and into the Information Centre.   I 
explained to the young girl who was making coffee, what I was looking for, she 
didn't know anything but she knew a man who would, Taid, (welsh for Grandfather) 
so she rang him and spoke very briefly to him, and then said he's outside and with 
that he walked in.  I explained again and 
his reply "come with me to the cafe over 
the road and I know some women there 
that will help you".   Well there were 3 
ladies and they all knew where it was, in 
the memorial garden.  One of the Ladies 
was going home that way and she would 

take us there, which she did, and just to prove it some photos. 
Blaenau Ffestiniog itself has really been updated, the centre of the Town 
has some wonderful slate features and is well worth a visit.  We had 
lunch at a local cafe and then back on the train to Porthmadog. 
This visit has left me with such good memories, of Blaenau Ffestiniog which is very different to how I felt all those 
years ago. 
 
WMF 
 

Dursley Charter Night 
Jane and Wendy travelled to the Prince of Wales for Dursley's Charter Night, and had a very good evening. 

The Speaker was Stewart Linford a bespoke furniture maker who specialises in Windsor Chairs.  

Not only is he a skilled craftsmen but a very entertaining speaker.He began his talk by 

explaining exactly what a Windsor Chair is. A Windsor chair is a chair built with a solid wooden 

seat into which the chair-back and legs are round-tenoned, 

or pushed into drilled holes, in contrast to standard chairs, 

where the back legs and the uprights of the back are 

continuous. He had with him 4 or 5 different bespoke 

Windsor chairs. 

He went on to explain the from the age of 8 his only interest was in wood and 

the making of furniture, when he left school and went to High Wycombe College 

to study furniture making and wood science.  Among his many achievements was 

the Queen's Award for Enterprise in 2003. 

One of the Chairs he ha d with him was the Winston Churchill bespoke Chair, 

which was a limited edition.  This was indeed a special chair, which I had a small pull out drawer  under the seat 

which contained 3 cigars and a cigar cutter.  Underneath the seat part of one of one of Churchill's war time speeches 

was engraved.  One of these chairs was recently sold at auction for £5,000. 

He also explained the best way to look after wood furniture, and explained about the 

polish he uses, which has no wax or silicone. He had a box full with him which of 

course he sold at £7 a can, which went like hot cakes.  I bought a can and I must 

admit my kitchen table has a new lease of life, and it doesn't smear! 

WMF 

 
 



International Rally 

Eileen and Wendy travelled to Peopleton, without getting lost, for the International Rally hosted by Pershore Inner 

Wheel club. A slightly different  format, because lunch was served at the end by which time we were all starving and 

still wide awake!! 

DIS O Jan Crouch welcomed both DC Jane and IIW President Phyllis, who 

lit the Friendship Calendar. 

The Vice chairman of the Himalayan Trust, John Walton, gave an 

illustrated talk on life in Nepal, focusing on health and education. The talk 

was highlighted by a live telephone call between John and Michelle, a 

volunteer and also Jan's daughter working in Taplejung district, giving her 

impressions on what improvements could be made. 

DISO Jan, along with another member of Pershore IW Club and three 

members of Pershore Rotary, are about to embark on a trip to visit the girls’ hostel in Lelep. This hostel is at the 

heart of the project. A full report of this trip will be given at the March District Meeting. 

Hereford and Wye Valley Interclub lunch 

On the sunny and dry day of Wednesday 29th October, Carol, Jane, Cicely and Hilary 

made a pleasant trip to The Penyard House Hotel, Ross-on-Wye, to attend the 

Interclub Lunch hosted by the Inner Wheel Club of Hereford Wye Valley. 

Always a popular event, this year was no exception and was attended by 80 members 

and guests from 12 Inner Wheel Clubs, representatives from the Rotary Clubs of 

Hereford Wye Valley and Hereford City and District Chairman, Jane Peak. The venue is 

in a lovely setting, the accommodation was good and the food excellent. 

The original speaker, a former Royal Footman at the Palace, was unable to come owing to his wife’s illness. Instead, 

Mike Watkins entertained us with pictures evoking memories of the 60’s fashions, entertainment, sport, technology 

and news stories. 

Carol 

Birthdays 
November: Jill, Yvonne and Joan 
 

The next Newsletter will cover November and December, deadline for any items of members, travel, visits etc. is  

30th December. 

Don't forget the  Christmas Tree Festival, St Laurence Church, Stroud 1st- 8th 
December 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy new Year from the Editor 

 

 

 

 


